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Representative Nancy Pelosi     Senator Mitch McConnell  

Speaker of the House      Majority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. Senate  

Washington, DC   20515     Washington, DC  20510 

 

Representative Kevin McCarthy     Senator Charles Schumer  

Minority Leader      Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives      U.S. Senate  

Washington, DC   20515     Washington, DC   20510 

 

April 9, 2020 

Dear Congressional Leaders:   

Thank you for your leadership in passage of multiple pieces of legislation to address the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We are writing you to specifically request support for clarifying several provisions contained 

in the CARES Act relating to payment of school bus contractors by school districts during school closures 

and making the reimbursement funds provided to school districts for cleaning and sanitizing schools 

eligible to school bus contractors for cleaning and sanitizing school buses.  

The National School Transportation Association (NSTA) is the leading resource for school bus 

transportation solutions and the voice for private contractors for over 55 years.  NSTA is a membership 

organization for school bus contract-operators engaged primarily in transporting students to and from 

school and school-related activities.  Members range from small family businesses serving one school 

district, to large corporations operating tens of thousands of buses across multiple states.  Regardless of 

size, all of our operators are staunchly committed to the safe and efficient transportation of our nation’s 

school children.  Private school bus contractors provide 38% of the nation’s pupil transportation services 

and employ more than 250,000 individuals as bus drivers, mechanics, maintenance workers, dispatch, 

and office workers.  

As with many sectors of the economy, the health crisis surrounding COVID-19 has had devastating 

effects on the student transportation system.  For the 26 million students who are transported on a 

yellow bus each day, a school day begins and ends in the hands of a student transportation professional.  

A child’s bus driver is the first friendly face school children see when they get on the bus in the morning, 

and the last they see when they get off in the afternoon.   

The student transportation system needs to remain intact, so when normalcy returns, students can rely 

on the yellow bus to take them to school immediately.  Any breach in payments to districts and 

contractors can and will cause a disruption in service, jeopardizing the school transportation industry’s 

viability. As a practical matter, school districts do not want to be in position to piece together a student 

transportation network in the aftermath of this health crisis. The importance of maintaining the 

continuity of the student transportation network remains of paramount importance.  The nation faces a 

severe school bus driver shortage, and in many cases, it can take up to 12 weeks to adequately develop 

train and properly license a school bus driver. This fact alone further highlights the need for continuity in 

funding of student transportation services.    
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We applaud the Congress for recognizing the importance of maintaining student transportation and 

keeping school bus employees employed in passage of the CARES Act. The CARES Act provides $30.75 

billion for an “Education Stabilization Fund” for states, school districts and institutions of higher 

education for costs relating to coronavirus. Of that total, $13.5 billion is allocated for elementary and 

secondary education schools, flowing through states. The bill includes a condition on receipt of that 

funding as follows:  “A local educational agency, State, institution of higher education, or other entity 

that receives funds under the “Education Stabilization Fund” shall to the greatest extent practicable, 

continue to pay its employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related 

to coronavirus”.  (Section 18006) 

The overriding intent in the CARES Act, is to ensure that entities negatively impacted by the virus 

continue to pay their employees and continue to pay their contractors. Thereby both the employees 

working for the district, and the employees working for the multiple contractors serving the district stay 

employed.  The “employer-employee relationships” are preserved, and entities can seamlessly resume 

operations.  School bus contractors want to continue to retain and pay employees, continue to maintain 

their fleets, and stay operationally ready to go for whenever school resumes.  Throughout this crisis, 

many districts were looking for guidance as to how to proceed with their transportation infrastructure.  

Section 18006 provides that guidance.  And it does so without a dime of federal money, as States have 

already allocated funds in their FY 19-20 State budgets to pay school bus contractors.     

Unfortunately, since President Trump signed the CARES Act on March 27, 2020, our members’ 

experience has been a patchwork across the country, with some contractors finding as few as 20 

percent of their school districts are paying their contracts, while others are finding as much 60 percent 

of school districts have followed through to fully pay school bus contractors through school closures. 

Keep in mind, even those contractors having success getting paid, are still facing at least 40 percent of 

their customers not paying, and therefore 40 percent of their workforce must be laid off. 

By contrast, virtually all school districts are paying their public employees, including school bus 

employees. This creates an inequitable position for private school bus companies and their employees. 

Private school bus contractors cannot continue to pay their employees, without the continuity of 

payments by their customers, school districts. In addition, private contractors still have ongoing costs to 

maintain their fleets, continue to make bus purchase payments, facility and utility costs, and other fixed 

costs. It is in the best interest of school districts, and the students and families they serve, to maintain 

their relationships with their school bus contractors during this crisis.            

While the clause, “to the greatest extent practicable” was included to be exercised rarely in an extreme 

hardship type of situation, it is unfortunately being utilized by nearly half the nation’s school districts, 

who view it as a way to pocket some additional funding and not pay their contractors. These actions will 

cause those companies to lay off their drivers, to seek relief from federal loan programs to keep their 

companies afloat and make the availability of school bus service when school resumes dangerously 

uncertain.  These districts risk the availability of the safest way to transport their students to and from 

school.  This is not in the best interest of the nation’s schoolchildren, schools or the US Treasury.  
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In addition, school bus contractors have incurred significant costs of cleaning and sanitizing buses still in 

use during the coronavirus epidemic.  Many were still operating as the pandemic unfolded and even 

with school closures, some are utilizing their buses for distribution of school nutrition programs.  The 

Education Stabilization Fund monies in the CARES Act are eligible for purchasing supplies and services to 

sanitize and clean the facilities of an eligible entity, including buildings operated by local educational 

agencies.  (Section 18003(d)(7)).  This language does not include cleaning and sanitization of school 

transportation vehicles and use of contracted services for such operations. School bus transportation is 

an extension of the education system and keeping the buses clean and sanitized should be included as 

an eligible use of funding provided to schools for addressing the coronavirus epidemic.      

Therefore, we respectfully request your consideration of the following in the next piece of legislation 

related to coronavirus:     

1) Section 18006 of the CARES Act be amended to strike the clause, “to the greatest extent 

practicable”;  

2) Any additional funding provided to school districts in new legislation be conditioned as follows:  

“A local educational agency or State, institution of higher education or other entity that receives 

funds under this Act shall continue to pay its employees and contractors during the period of 

any disruptions or closures related to the coronavirus.”   

3) Section 18003(d)(7) of the CARES Act be amended to add the words “and services” after 

“supplies”, add “and vehicles” after “buildings” and add “or contracted” after “operated”.   

4) Any additional funding provided to school districts in new legislation for cleaning and sanitizing 

should include public and privately contracted school transportation vehicles and utilization of 

cleaning services as an eligible use of funds.     

On behalf of the nation’s 26 million children who ride the school bus every day, NSTA thanks you for 

your support.   If you require further information, please feel free to contact me at (703) 684-3200 ext. 

700, or via email at cmacysyn@yellowbuses.org 

Sincerely,  

 

Curt Macysyn  

NSTA Executive Director  
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