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ATTENTION—SURFACE TRANSPORTATION STAKEHOLDERS 

The Transportation Security Administration is providing this Security Awareness Message 
to encourage increased vigilance during the period associated with the upcoming 59th 
Presidential Inauguration, January 16, 2021 to January 21, 2021. There is no information 
at this time to suggest any imminent plots against surface transportation in the United 
States. However, the potential remains for individuals, who are radicalized or otherwise 
motivated to violence, to attack transportation systems, crowded places, or other soft 
targets.  

Transportation owners and operators should review their corporate security and emergency 
response plans to ensure they are up to date, encourage employees to be aware of their 
surroundings, and to report suspicious activity in accordance with their employer’s security 
plan. Persons whose behavior does not fit their circumstances or surroundings should be 
brought to the attention of law enforcement—“If You See Something, Say Something.®” 
Contact information for company supervisors, local law enforcement, and the local FBI 
field office should be readily available to employees to assist in reporting suspicious 
activity. Additionally, the DHS Personal Security Considerations Factsheet describes 
several easily implementable security measures that can mitigate threats to personal safety. 

The importance of maintaining situational awareness is illustrated by recent incidents of 
politically-driven violence perpetrated by Domestic Violent Extremist (DVE) actors in the 
area of the U.S. Capitol, in which pipe bombs were discovered outside the headquarters of 
the two major political parties. Counter IED awareness training materials are available on 
the DHS Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Office of Bombing 
Prevention (OBP) website. For more information on how to recognize explosive threats 
and react appropriately, view this OBP instructional video entitled “What to Do: Suspicious 
or Unattended Item.” 
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