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Date: June 10, 2021 

To:      Curt Macysyn, Executive Director, National Transportation Association; Becky 

Weber, Managing Director, Prime Policy   

From:  Brian M. Hill, Esq.   

Re:       Louisiana House Bill 130 

 

 

This memo is provided in response to your question regarding the outcome of Louisiana 

House Bill 130.1 As you are aware, HB 130 is yet another example of state legislation seeking to 

require seat belts on school buses. Below is a brief analysis of the legislation and outcome of the 

recent vote in the Louisiana Senate.  

 

Louisiana House Bill 130 Overview  

 

 HB 130 was introduced in the Louisiana House on March 16, 2021 by primary sponsor 

Senator Robby Carter (D) seeking to address seat belts on school buses operating in the state. 

Current state law, also introduced by Senator Carter, provides that every school bus used primarily 

for the transportation of students be equipped with an occupant restraint system by no later than 

June 30, 2004, but further provides that this requirement be subject to the appropriation of funds 

that are specifically designated for that purpose. LA Rev. Stat § 17:164.2. Since the enactment of 

the current law in 2004, no funds have been appropriated for the implementation of seat belts on 

school buses and therefore the law has never been fully implemented. HB 130 sought to amend 

the current law to ensure its implementation. Specifically, the proposed legislation sought to 

require all newly manufactured school buses placed in service after January 1, 2023 be equipped 

with an occupant restraint system and to remove the requirement that funds must be appropriated 

for this purpose in order for the law to take effect. Notably, HB 130 did not seek to require a retrofit 

seat belt installation on any school bus.    

 

HB 130 was voted on by the Louisiana House on May 11, 2021, passing with a vote of 55-

44. This quickly gained the attention of those in the industry, with some stating that the installation 

of seat belts on school buses may not be safe. In response to this, Senator Carter stated that safety 

proposals continue to show that individuals are safer with seat belts on than they are with no seat 

belts2. However, HB 130 failed to pass the Louisiana Senate on June 7, 2021 with a final vote of 

7-30.    

 

Discussion on Outcome 

 

 Because HB 130 was fast tracked through the house and passed with a 55-44 vote, it is 

interesting to note the large 7-30 split in the Senate vote. This may be in part due to senators being 

aware of the potential dangers of seat belts on school buses. For instance, Senator J. Rodgers Pope 

                                                           
1 https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-

sha384/7194247a0b2a34eedf25f8a8bed2c3ebd3ed404c1ea4156a85c6b6b8488bdd3046daf3ef93bb3cc1e11919e3f8d

9d1ef 

 
2 https://www.schoolbusfleet.com/10143408/louisiana-bill-would-require-seat-belts-on-new-school-buses 
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(R) expressed his concern by noting that in the event of an accident or emergency, seat belts may 

become an additional obstacle in removing students off the school bus.3 Senator Gary Smith (D) 

further added that there are logistical concerns to implementing seat belts on school buses, such as 

children who will have trouble buckling themselves which may introduce the need to have school 

bus drivers or an additional school bus aid assist in buckling students.4 Notably, however, Senator 

Carter has stated he is planning on reintroducing the legislation next session and continues to 

promote seat belts on school buses as a necessary precaution for student safety5, despite conflicting 

findings from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.6 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brian M. Hill, Esq.  

 

 

 

 

CC: Richard C. Kelly, Esq. 

       Alec Petrillo  

                                                           
3 https://lailluminator.com/2021/06/08/louisiana-students-will-remain-seat-belt-less-in-buses-on-the-way-to-school/ 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/school-bus-safety 
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