
NWPC-NYC   
Message From The President:  
Sharon Nelson, NWPC- NYC 
Dear Members and Friends: 

Happy International Women's Day!!!  Where to begin??  Lots of activities to weigh in on.  First of all, I 
would like to acknowledge our female elected officials who stand up and play defense everyday to 
further the greater community agenda.  They’ve not had it easy as they struggle through debates 
involving housing, health and human rights but managed to win some tough battles.  Please note, 
however, that several of our stalwarts are term-limited at the New York City Council.  We, therefore, 
must do our best to insure that we “retain” these seats currently held by women and look to elect 
more women to represent our causes. 

Congratulations to Assemblywoman Rebecca Seawright for getting 
the ERA ball rolling again in NYS with her recent International 
Women’s Day legislation that introduced an Equal Rights Amendment 
Resolution in the Assembly calling for Equal Pay for Equal Work!  

To the women Candidates running now - you are handling your races 
with grace and vigor!  Keep up the great work!!  For those of you 
whose races are over, I encourage you to continue to seek the assistance and input that is needed to 
make your next race a success - informed and expert consultations are strategic and smart. Enroll in 
Candidate Training programs, support local initiatives you believe in, and stay active and connected. 
Campaigning is expensive and hard work - it is not a frivolous popularity contest!  Make every dollar 
count - make every vote count. 

Congratulations to Diana Ayala, Marjorie Velasquez and Carlina Rivera for the endorsements they 
gained recently from Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and others. 
 You all looked marvelous in your red! 

Lastly, to the ladies who called for the recent national boycott and were arrested.  The adage is right - 
no good deed goes unpunished!  But we SHALL overcome. I know you were all channeling Susan B 
Anthony.  It's true that we gained the right to vote but we are still so limited by modern standards.  
We need to address and upgrade these oversights.  NWPC-NYC is advocating for a complete 
passage of the long overdue ERA in NYS.  Bravo to Las Vegas!  Finally you are on your way 
legislatively!!  We leave you with words from Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte's recent newsletter 
wherein we’re reminded we must work together to achieve full equality: 

The Assembly Majority will continue pushing to make full women's equality a reality. 
From ensuring equal pay for equal work, to safeguarding women's reproductive 
health rights and strengthening protections for victims of domestic violence and 
human trafficking, the fight goes on. I also know how important it is that each and 
every New Yorker has access to a quality education and good-paying jobs and a 
chance at economic security. I will not sit by as our progress is eroded - I will take 
action. 

March 2017 �1



As We See It:  In Local News:  
by Lolita Ferrin   
Melissa Mark-Viverto , Speaker of the New York City Council ends her term as Council member this 
year. Waiting in the wings are six possible candidates of which two are females.   

Tamika Mapp, a Democrat,  an East Harlem Businesswoman, Owner of East Harlem 
Tax Service,  is a member of the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Mapp, born 
in Pennsylvania, moved to East Harlem after serving in the U.S. Army.    
 

Diana Ayala, a Democrat, is the  current Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Councilmember Melissa Mark-Viverto. Ms. Ayala was Program Director at Casita 
Maria Carver Senior Center prior to serving at the Council. She  is being endorsed 
by Mark-Viverito as well as female council members Margaret Chin, Elizabeth 
Crowley and Helen Rosenthal.  

The two male Democrat candidates  are Edward Santos and Edward Gibbs. 
Assemblyman Robert Rodriguez is also rumored to be considering a run.   

The female Republican candidate endorsed by the NY Republican County Committee 
is Rebecca Harary (CD 4-Upper East Side)-- who ran against Assemblyman Dan 
Quart (73-AD),in 2016. Daby Carreras, a Republican male, was also endorsed by the 
NY Republican County Committee and is running in this race. 

If members of NWPC-NYC are interested in volunteering their services for either Ms. 
Mapp or Ms. Ayala, here is their contact information as reported and certified by the Campaign 
Finance Board: 

Tamika Mapp - East Harlem Committee for Good Government- Treasurer- Monisha R. Mapp- 
212-289-4426  Diana Ayala- Friends of Diana Ayala- Treasurer- Jacqueline Torriente- 347-341-3484 

NWPC-NYC Candidate  
Training Course: 
NWPC-NYC Candidate Training Course at the CUNY Murphy Institute is off to a great start!  This 
year our 10-week course that commenced on 2/25 features StartLogic websites, we are grateful to 
Google for making this important introduction for us. Renamed Parity Politics, the course 
demystifies crucial components of viable campaign management and disciplines needed to run a 
professional and successful Campaign.  Students learn how to play offense, play defense, develop 
effective fundraising strategies and offered much guidance to conduct themselves with the utmost 
professionalism needed to secure public trust and confidence. 

Additional supporters/contributors of the course are the (CUNY) School of Professional Studies, 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Assemblywoman Rebecca Seawright, Loida Lewis, Iman 
Cosmetics, Golden Krust and the local Democratic, Republican and Green political establishments. 
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We are also excited to announce the class is being taught by William Anthony Allen, 
a highly sought after Political Science Professor and local District Leader. William is a 
conscientious leader, nurturer, role model and Feminist who finds time to work as an 
Adjunct Lecturer of Public Administration at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
and Adjunct Professor of Metropolitan College of New York..  William Allen is a well 
sought after lecturer, mentor, leadership maker, public policy advisor, campaign 
strategist, resource development consultant and grant writer for communities of long 

standing need.  His civic activities remain vast, included, Former President of the American Society 
for Public Administration – New York Metropolitan Chapter and his continued role as the Democratic 
District Leader in Harlem (17 years).  The NAACP inspired his interest in leadership and service, 
since his days as a citywide youth leader at the New York Urban Coalition and New York City Youth 
Board. 

Norma Krieger, Is the NWPC-NYC class administrator and TA.  And we have a host of NYC's who’s 
who as guest speakers sharing and imparting wisdom and best practices. 

Save The Dates: 
Women’s History Month: Beginning March 7th, 
there will be a Women’s political history display at 
the Offices of Gale Brewer documenting women’s 
historical strides, with photographs, posters and 
political campaign ephemera from women 
candidates and causes.  The reception for this 
show, on Monday, March 20, from 6–8 pm, will also 
serve as a celebration of Women’s History Month, 
honoring the late Maggi Peyton.  The19th floor 
gallery will be named in her honor. To RSVP for the 
event please log onto: PeytonGallery.eventbrite.com. 

 In Memoriam: 
Carmen Delgado-Votaw - One of the most beloved leaders within the feminist 
movement has recently passed, leaving an amazing legacy for all of us.   She 
was a League of Women Voters leader, a member of the International 
Women’s Year Commission, Co-Chair (with Bella Abzug) of President Carter’s 
National Advisory Committee on Women, and President of the InterAmerican 
Commission on Women.  A proud Puerto Rican, Delgado-Votaw became a 
member and then leader of the National Conference of Puerto Rican 
Women.  The between years found her listed in the leadership or the ranks of 
the National Women's Political Caucus, the National Coalition for Women 
and Girls in Education, the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute, the 
Independent Sector Government Relations Committee, the Human Services 

Forum, the Maryland Women's Heritage Center, the Pan American Liaison of Women's 
Organizations (PALCO), the National Urban Institute. As a long-time member of the Veteran 
Feminists of America, she was honored with the VFA Medal of Honor on May 6, 1999 at a Sewall 
Belmont House celebratory event.  A true pioneer in the Women's movement.  A true friend to us all. 
 A true loss to our community. R.I.P.  
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NWPC  Mission 

Started by Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan, and Congresswomen Shirley Chisholm and Bella Abzug, the 
National Women’s Political Caucus (NWPC) was Co-founded in 1971 by Democratic & Republican women 
with a common vision to support a Pro-Choice platform and the passage and ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA). It is a non-partisan organization with membership throughout the United States. 

NWPC - NYC  was revitalized on February 11, 2015 under the leadership of the NYC Chapter President 
Sharon Nelson, and continues to grow.   Women of ALL political perspectives and their supporters are 
welcome to join as we seek to maintain open and informed dialogue about issues that affect our daily 
lives.  

Website address is https://www.NWPCNY.org 
Follow our president on Twitter at @Womenpols  
Follow NWPC - NYC on Twitter at @nwpcnyc  
Please send articles for consideration to NWPC-NYC Newsletter Editor: Anna 
Carbonell at Anna@NWPCNY.org 

March 2017 �4


