
NWPC-NYC   
Message From The President:  
Sharon Nelson, NWPC- NYC 


Dear Members and Friends


We are only a few days away from the November 8th election when we, as a 
nation, will either elect former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as our first 
Woman president or turn to businessman and reality television personality 
Donald Trump to lead our country.  The results will be governed by you, the 
electorate, and how well you are able to participate in the political process that guarantees all voices 
will be heard.  At the NWPC-NYC we have attempted throughout the year to educate our members 
about the issues that affect each one of us, especially as women in today’s world…a world still 
without ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment nor equal pay guarantees for all citizens.  

Hopefully, our upcoming 2016 New York State Conference for Civically 
Engaged Women scheduled for December 1-3 at the Riverside Theater will bring 
us closer to our goal and ultimately make 2017 our banner year.  Our conference is 
an "updated version" of the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention where 300 women 
participated with a goal to change the world. We are very proud of the program that 
has come together for our conference as we pay tribute to the 100th Anniversary of 
the Women's Suffrage Movement in NY State, and hope to bring together some of 
the most outstanding females in our state to discuss topics relevant to all Women: 
In the Legal field, Business and Financial Communities, Marketing and Personal 

Branding, Healthcare, and other related areas.  Among some of the guest speakers already signed 
on are Chair and CEO of TLC Inc. Loida Lewis; Bronx District Attorney Darcel Clark;  Miko Branch, 
co-founder of Ms. Jessie’s; and Director of the NYC SBA Beth Goldberg. (Please note that the SBA 
also will have a mentoring suite of professionals for all current or aspiring entrepreneurs.)   We are 
expecting a packed conference, especially following the very positive response to our promotional 
efforts and personal visits throughout the state, especially at both Syracuse University’s Maxwell 
School and at Oswego State.  Students doing careers in civic engagement were truly excited about 
the proposed agenda.  Registration is still available but filling up fast so please log on to 
www.nwpcny.org and become a part of this history making event.   

Meanwhile, we are extremely proud of the results from our recent local activities: Our 
participation at the Apollo’s Uptown Hall Presidential Debate Watch party on 
September 26th, allowed us not only to distribute literature about the goals of NWPC-
NYC but to register more than a hundred new voters.  In addition to the full house of 
patrons, the live streams on both abc7ny.com (local) and abcnews.go.com/live 
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2016 NYS CONFERENCE  
FOR CIVICALLY ENGAGED WOMEN

    Recipients 2015 NWPC-NYC Candidates Training Certificate Program  
  

     THEME  | 21st CENTURY CHALLENGES OF ACHIEVING FULL GENDER EQUITY 

REGISTER NOW!! 
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1- 3 2016 

NWPC-NYC  WEBSITE: www.NWPCNY.org. 

LOCATION   
RIVERSIDE CHURCH, 91 CLAREMONT AVE , NY 10027 

COLLABORATING ORGANIZATIONS 
•   National Women’s Political Caucus-NYC 

• Vote Run Lead 
• National Conference of Puerto Rican Women-NY 

•  Women of Global Change 
• The Bella Abzug Leadership Institute 

Miko Branch, CEO/Co-Founder, Miss Jessie’s; Loida Lewis, Chair, CEO, TLC;  Gale Brewer, Conference Co-Chair, Manhattan 
Borough President;  Inez Dickens, Conference Co-Chair, Councilwoman;  Yardley Messeroux, Healthcoach 

AND MORE……….

http://www.nwpcny.org
http://abc7ny.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/live


(national) and #ApolloUptownHall trending on Twitter that night, we were able to share in the 
enormous coverage received from local and international news outlets.  

As We See It : by Lolita Ferrin   
XX Chromosomes at work! We are seeing more and 
more Women running for office.   
Here are those vying for key positions in the November 2016 
election: 

     -Wendy Long, running on the Republican, Conservative and Reform Party 
lines is the nominee for the US Senate seat. She is challenging Charles 
Schumer. Ms Long is a former Supreme Court Clerk and Litigator. 
     -Anna Thorne-Holst, Democrat running for Congress (District 1), against Lee Zeldin. Thorne-
Holst, is a former Councilwoman and Town Supervisor in Southhampton. 
     -Kathleen Rice, Democratic incumbent, represents the 4th Congressional District. Kathleen is a 
former Prosecutor. 
     -Grace Meng, is the Democratic incumbent, 6th Congressional District in Queens, NY 
     -Nydia Velazquez, is the Democratic incumbent in the 7th Congressional District. 
     -Yvette Clark, is the Democratic incumbent in the 9th Congressional district. 
     -Carolyn Maloney, has been Democratic incumbent since 1992 in the 12th Congressional District. 
     -Nita Lowery, Democratic incumbent in the 17th Congressional District including Rockland County 
and most of Westchester County, has been with the House of Representatives since 1989. 
     -Zephyr Teachout, Democrat, is running for an open seat in the 19th Congressional District 
     -Elise Stafanik,  Republican incumbent, is running in the 21st Congressional  District. 
     -Claudia Tenney, Republican, is running for an open seat in the 22nd Congressional District. 
     -Kim Myers, Democrat, is running for an open seat in the 22nd Congressional District. 
     -Colleen Deacon, Democrat, is challenging the incumbent in the 24th Congressional District. 
     -Louise Slaughter, Democratic incumbent, is running in the 25th Congressional District. 
     -Shelly Schratz, Republican, is challenging the incumbent in the 26th Congressional District. 
     -Diana Kastenbaum, Democrat is challenging the incumbent in the 27th Congressional District. 

We urge all our members to familiarize yourselves with all candidates in the running, especially those 
that are supportive of Women’s issues.  But, whoever you support, whatever Party you are part of, 
the most important thing is that you GET OUT and VOTE!   The general election is on November 8, 
2016.  Be there!!! 
 

“At Eleanor’s Legacy” - Brette McSweeney 

2016 is the Year of the New York Women—electing Democratic women running 
for office up AND down the ballot across our state. Electing Hillary Clinton to the 
White House is not the end of what New York women can accomplish together, 
but rather it is one milestone on our long journey towards greater equality. At Eleanor’s Legacy, we 
recruit, train, and fund pro-choice Democratic women to state and local office because we believe 
our democracy works best when it represents all of us. 10 million women live in New York State. But 
New York ranks just 20th in the nation for the representation of women in our state legislature. Nov. 8 
will be a great day for New York women! But then we’ll get back to work recruiting the next 
generation of women to follow in the footsteps of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shirley 
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Chisholm, Bella Abzug, Geraldine Ferraro, Nydia Velazquez, Grace Meng, Hillary Clinton and all of 
the pioneering women leaders from New York. Join us at www.eleanorslegacy.com.   
 

At The Manhattan Republican Party  
Adele Malpass  

The Manhattan Republican Party's focus on recruiting women to run for office 
has been a longstanding tradition. As we know, it’s difficult for women to run for office. The 
Manhattan Republican Party is run by a woman - me - and we are looking for more women to take 
charge and become directly involved in the political process. (Out of 62 counties, I am the only 
female chair of a big County.) The women running for office on the Republican line in Manhattan this 
year are successful and determined, with many accomplishments and a desire to fix the broken 

policies created under this and past administrations.  One of those candidates is Rebecca 
Harary, who is running for New York State Assembly on the Upper East Side. Rebecca is 
running on the Independence, Republican, and Women's Equality Party lines. Much of her 
lifetime work has been focused on empowering and improving the lives of women and 
children. Rebecca is also the Founder of Propel Network, an organization that helps women 

gain job skills and re-enter the workforce. The Manhattan Republican Party holds very firmly the 
ideas of gender equality and equal pay for equal work, and urges women (and men!) to band 
together and vote for all Manhattan Republican candidates on the Women's Equality Party Line. 

 NWPC-NYC Co-Hosted Upper East Side 
Candidates’ Debates:  

The Second Avenue Subway, the future of the Marine Transfer station, homelessness, closing the 
income gap, traffic congestion and school overcrowding were only some of the major issues 
addressed by candidates at the recent Upper East Side debates sponsored by the NWPC-NYC, the 
Metropolitan Republican Club, Lexington Democratic Club, the Independence Party of New York, and 
the Lenox Hill Neighborhood House.  With a packed venue of more than 120 at the Lenox Hill 
Neighborhood House on November 2nd, the four debates brought in the candidates from three of the 
key Upper East Side New York State District races along with the area’s Congressional District race: 
Candidates for the 73rd and 76th NYS Assembly Districts together with the candidates for the 28th 
NYS Senate District faced off before an open community forum.  These were followed by a Q&A with 
the incumbent for New York’s Congressional District 12.  The debates were moderated by 
representatives of the Lenox Hill Neighborhood House.  

Democratic incumbent Dan Quart, and Republican Rebecca Harary represented the 73rd Assembly 
district; Democratic incumbent Rebecca Seawright and Republican challenger Jonathan 
Kostakopoulos covered the 76th Assembly district; while Democratic incumbent Liz Krueger and 
her Republican opponent Mike Zumbluskas appeared on behalf of their 28th Senatorial district.  
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The final session featured a Q&A with Democratic Representative Carolyn Maloney.  Republican 
opponent Robert Ardini had been invited but had a scheduling conflict.  

According to Sharon Nelson, President of NWPC-NYC, “Only through open and interactive dialogue 
can a community truly appreciate the efforts being made by elected officials to address the issues 
affecting their daily lives.  It is also our hope that these debates will foster a greater interest and 
participation in the political process.” 

“Lenox Hill Neighborhood House has been committed to empowering and connecting New Yorkers of 
all backgrounds since our founding in 1894 and we look forward to continuing this rich tradition of 
civic engagement by hosting the candidates’ forum,” said Lenox Hill Neighborhood House Executive 
Director Warren B. Scharf. “We serve 15,000 New Yorkers in need each year, advocating to ensure 
they receive the support and access to which we are all entitled, and are honored to have this 
opportunity to further this mission.” 

Leaders of the three-broad based major political parties - Lexington Democratic Club President Peter 
Brock,  Deboran Coughlin, President of the Metropolitan Republican Club and Michael K. 
Zumbluskas, New York County Chair of the Independence Party of New York - agreed to this four 
district approach as a way to more clearly define the issues and offer realistic alternatives to voters 
about the concerns surrounding the Upper East Side community.   

Save the Dates:   
November 8th - We urge all our members and friends of the NWPC-NYC to go out and vote on this 
Election Day.  This election year, more than any other ever in the history of this country, is the most 
important one for so many of us.  For this nation to finally breathe a collective sigh of relief, satisfied 
that we did our share, we must all participate in this electoral process.  See you at the Polls. 

December 1-3 - Join us at the 2016 New York State Conference for Civically Engaged Women to 
be held at the  Riverside Theater, located at 91 Claremont Avenue in Manhattan.  Registration is 
$100 for everyone - except Students with valid ID, and includes all three days of activities.  (Students 
must register online and bring appropriate school ID with them to the conference.)  But space is 
limited so please log on as soon as possible to www.nwpcny.org.  

Members In and Around Town: 
More than 120 members of NWPC-NYC and Vote Lead Run (VLR) gathered 
at the Tahari Flagship Store on Fifth Avenue on October 4th to celebrate 
VLR’s second anniversary with an “exclusive” shopping night and fashion 
presentation.  The evening’s networking efforts with this millennial-focused 
group was an enormous success, bringing us closer to our goal of expanding 
membership and bringing the goals of NWPC-NYC to this new and vibrant 
demographic.  
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NWPC-NYC Chapter President Sharon Nelson at 
the 80th Anniversary of the NAACP. Loida Lewis 
and Athena Moore (L) and Reggie Van Lee with Carl 
Nelson (R).   

NWPC-NYC member and National Conference of Puerto Rican Women, Inc. President Michelle 
Centeno hosts the annual NACOPRW gala, bringing in many members of the NYC caucus, including 
Maria Roman, Marlene Cintron and Rose Trentman.  Rose Rodriguez, Chief Diversity Officer for NYS 
Governor, was also in attendance.  

Amazing Debates: Carolyn Silver, Chief Program Officer of the Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, 
opened the debates to an enthusiastic audience of more than 120 local residents and elected 
officials.  
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NWPC  Mission 

Started by Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan, and Congresswomen Shirley Chisholm and Bella Abzug, the 
National Women’s Political Caucus (NWPC) was Co-founded in 1971 by Democratic & Republican women 
with a common vision to support a Pro-Choice platform and the passage and ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA). It is a non-partisan organization with membership throughout the United States. 

NWPC - NYC  was revitalized on February 11, 2015 under the leadership of the NYC Chapter President 
Sharon Nelson, and continues to grow.   Women of ALL political perspectives and their supporters are 
welcome to join as we seek to maintain open and informed dialogue about issues that affect our daily 
lives.  

Website address is http://www.NWPCNY.org 
Follow our president on Twitter at @Womenpols  
Follow NWPC - NYC on Twitter at @nwpcnyc  
Please send articles for consideration to NWPC-NYC VP Communications and 
Newsletter Editor: Anna Carbonell at Anna@NWPCNY.org 
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