
▶   International Human Trafficking occurs when victims 
are trafficked from outside of North America into 
North America. 

▶   International traffickers focus on forced labor, forced 
marriage, sex trade work, domestic servitude, child 
care, organ trafficking, and other fields of work that 
can easily exploit labor or earn significant profit.

▶   Domestic Sex Trafficking occurs when male and 
female, both adults and children, are trafficked within 
our borders. 

▶   Sexual exploitation is the most common form of 
domestic trafficking.

Domestic victims typically are:
• Between 12 and 25-years-old
•  From a variety of socio-economic backgrounds, 

varying education levels and status
• Often misunderstood teenagers or runaways

Domestic victims are typically found in the following 
environments: 

• Strip joints
• Massage parlors
• Condominiums
• Apartment Buildings
• Above stores/local businesses
• Hotels/motels

Learn how Financial Institutions serve as the frontline defense in the detection of Human Trafficking by visiting
OnCourselearning.com/HumanTrafficking

Human Traffickers don’t discriminate against gender, age or race when it comes to selecting their 
victims. While this may make it appear that anyone can be a target, there are a few identifiers that can help 
determine if someone is a victim of human trafficking. 

International victims typically are:
• Non-English speaking 
•  Represented by someone else at their financial 

institution or other social service office
• Undernourished, nervous and avoid eye contact

International victims are typically found in the 
following environments: 

• Migrant Farms
• Factories
• Restaurants
• Nail / beauty salons
• Construction sites
•  Houses (domestic  

activities – cleaning,  
nannying, etc.)

• Brothels 
•  Hotels / Motels / 

Condos
• Massage Places
• Strip Joints
• Hidden Apartments
• Basements
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Source: Human Trafficking Detection for Financial Institutions by Timea Nagy 

Human Trafficking
Human trafficking remains one of the fastest growing illegal enterprises. 
While a large majority of trafficking occurs outside of North America, the United States not only faces an influx of international 
victims, but also has its own homegrown problem that occurs here within our borders. And, financial institutions are in a 
unique position to serve as a line of defense against these terrible crimes. Here’s a break out of the two main types of human 
trafficking, along with the victims involved, so you’re better positioned to identify red flags at your institution.




