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The Fatherless Monster: A look at Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein &
David Fincher’s Fight Club


           According to The University of Pittsburgh Office of Child Development, studies show that because of a father’s absenteeism, 24% of all U.S. children are at higher risk of growing up poor, becoming unwed parents, school drop outs, gang members or victims of suicide. Indeed, 85% exhibit behavioral disorders and 74% suffer from emotional neglect (16). I suggest that if we look a bit deeper into Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and David Fincher’s Fight Club, we might better understand that the explicit behavioral actions of Tyler Durden and the Monster played by Robert DeNiro are a result of a father’s absenteeism and neglect.
[bookmark: _GoBack]            Taking a look at the two films, we can see an array of these same attributes mentioned above in these two characters. In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, when Victor died at the end of the film, the character played by Robert DeNiro was weeping. When the captain of the ship asked him as he sat by Victor’s lifeless body, “Why do you weep” - he replied, “He was my father.” Therefore, we might understand that since Victor created the Monster, we can agree to some degree that Victor was his father. The character’s father gave him life yet neglected to teach him about life – where he came from, how to deal with different emotions, how to deal with his physical appearance, how to love, how to forgive, how to deal with people, and all of the things that you learn in life. Because he did not do this, it resulted in three violent deaths – including the death of Victor’s new wife.
                 Likewise, in David Fincher’s Fight Club, Tyler Durden played by Brad Pitt, who we know is one and the same as the narrator played by Edward Norton was asked, “who would you fight”? He replied, “I’d fight my father!” suggesting that the relationship he had with his father was not good. Tyler mentioned that he made yearly calls to his father for advice about life, looking for direction and guidance as he began his walk down the road to manhood but was unsuccessful. Thus, Tyler‘s father walked in and out of his life leaving it up to him to learn about manhood on his own.
            As a result, Tyler became violent using the fight clubs to act out emotions held inside. Perhaps, we might understand that if the fathers of the two characters had been present in their lives, they would have turned out differently. Indeed, considering the two characters, upon close inspection, they were not a bad people at all; they had qualities that if brought out would have made a major difference, perhaps dissuading the monster.
                They were confused and did not have their fathers to help, teach, or give them direction on how to survive in the world as a man. Rather, they had to learn every thing on their own. These two characters were emotionally and physically scared by the fact that their father gave them life then bailed out on their responsibility and left them to die. In the end, these two characters were forever changed. Heartbroken with no one to talk to, no one to lean on, they turned to their anger and took out their frustrations on everyone around them. Certainly, we can see that a contributing factor, if not the cause, of their transformation into monsters was because they were fatherless.
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