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Central Community College

SPCH 1110  Public Speaking
Syllabus

Instructor and Class Information
Instructor Name Brent Adrian

Email badrian@cccneb.edu

Phone 3083987313 

Instructor Office 
Hours
Start Date 5/27/2014

End Date 8/1/2014

Meeting Times Web - Instructor Paced 

Meeting 
Location

Online. No campus visits required. 

Course Website http://webcentral.cccneb.edu 

Course Information
Course Number SPCH 1110

Course Title Public Speaking

Course Description
This course will assist the student to master the skills required of speaking in today's workplace. It will 
focus on the organization, preparation, research, and evidence needed for a presentation that is 
tailored to fit the audience. This course will enhance the student's listening skills which will assist them 
in everyday situations. (45/0/0/0)

Instructional 
Level

Academic Transfer Requirement

Total Credits 3.00

Total Hours 45.00

Purpose/Goals
This course is designed to enable you to communicate with confidence in varied situations.  You will become 
familiar with researching and organizing materials into effective speeches.  You will learn to teach and 
persuade individuals as you demonstrate your skills as a speaker.

Target Population
General Education requirement for any student working for an AAS degree/or academic transfer.

Textbooks
For textbook information please go to:

http://webcentral.cccneb.edu 
http://webcentral.cccneb.edu 


Syllabus - Page 2 of 7
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 2:48 PM

WebCentral > Select term > Click on class name > Click the textbook information link for details

Learner Supplies

Computer, Internet access and file storage medium. Access to a digital video recorder, such as a WebCam, 
Camcorder, or similar technology on a SmartPhone is also required. CCC's learning centers frequently have 
video recorders for student use. Please contact a learning center near you, if needed.

Course Competencies

1 Apply knowledge of the speech communication process.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through written evaluation.
through a speech outline presented to the instructor for prior approval.
through the process of presenting a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you understand the speech communication process.
you communicate a message to an audience.
you adapt to listener feedback.

Learning Objectives
Describe the elements of the speech communication process.
Define the role of the public speaker in relationship to the audience, the content of the speech and the purpose of 
the speech.
Communicate a message to an audience.

2 Organize ideas for the purpose of public speaking.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through a speech outline presented to the instructor for prior approval.
through the actual process of delivering a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you have a clearly defined purpose.
you use appropriate organization.
you use an introduction technique that captures the attention of the audience.
you have a clearly defined thesis.
you have clearly developed main points in the body of the speech.
you use a conclusion technique to signal the end of the speech.
you use good transitions.

Learning Objectives
Describe the process of preparing and presenting speeches.
Demonstrate knowledge of the subject.
Organize to clearly express ideas.
Clarify the purpose to communicate to an audience.
Define clearly the thesis.
Organize appropriately the main ideas.
Use an attention-getting introduction technique.
Use an appropriate conclusion technique.
Use appropriate transitions.

https://webcentral.cccneb.edu/student/Pages/WebAdvisor.aspx?title=My+class+schedule&pid=ST-WESTS13A
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Develop a speaking outline using appropriate organization.

3 Demonstrate the importance of active listening.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through interaction with speakers in the speech class.
through peer evaluation activities.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you focus on the speaker.
you resist distractions.
you practice active listening.

Learning Objectives
Define active listening.
Explain the importance of active listening in the communication process.
Apply listening skills that assist the communication process.
Listen to various types of speeches within their cultural context.
Evaluate critically the public discourse of others with awareness of cultural context.
Respond critically to questions raised by readings and speeches.

4 Incorporate information from outside sources ethically, effectively, and appropriately.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through source citation on the speech outline submitted to the instructor for prior approval.
through the actual process of presenting a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you conduct research in preparation for speeches.
you select credible sources.
you identify sources adequately in the speech outline using APA, MLA, CMS or Turabian citation style.
you represent the source information accurately.
you use a citation format appropriate to the purpose of the speech.
you credit complete sources orally in your speech.

Learning Objectives
Select credible sources.
Identify sources adequately.
Explain source information accurately.
Cite complete sources orally in the speech.
Use a citation format appropriate to the purpose.

5 Demonstrate effective use of language.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through a speech outline presented to the instructor for prior approval.
through the actual process of giving a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you generate grammatically appropriate sentence structure when presenting your speech.
you use grammatically appropriate sentences when presenting your speech.
you apply rules of standard English when presenting your speech.
you use a variety of sentence styles when presenting your speech.
you use word choice appropriate to the audience when presenting your speech
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Learning Objectives
Acquire knowledge of the importance of effective language, voice, gestures and visual aids in public speaking.
Generate grammatically appropriate sentence structure.
Apply rules of standard English.
Utilize a variety of sentence styles.
Use appropriate vocabulary and diction.
Use appropriate voice and tone.
Prepare and present an informative speech demonstrating effective use of language.

6 Adapt to the feedback of a particular audience.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through the actual process of presenting a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you do an audience analysis before the speech.
you recognize that your message is being received by the audience.
you recognize that your message is not being received by the audience.
you use an extemporaneous speaking style that allows adaptation to the audience.
you you respond to nonverbal messages from the audience.
you adapt to audience feedback during the speech.
you appropriately respond to audience questions.

Learning Objectives
Define feedback.
Define nonverbal messages.
Recognize the value of verbal and nonverbal feedback.
Explain two-way communication in the public speaking situation.
Recognize the value of two-way communication.
Analyze your audience before the speech.
Recognize the importance of the cultural context.
Participate in the process of preparing and presenting speeches.
Adapt your message to the audience during the speech.
Demonstrate professionalism and tolerance for opposing viewpoints.

7 Demonstrate knowledge of group dynamics.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through use of the panel discussion topic research.
through participation in the small group discussion.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you summarize information and recall facts.
you distinguish main points from minor points.
you separate fact from opinion.
you spot weaknesses in reasoning and judge the soundness of evidence.
you respond to the comments of others.
you cite your research sources orally in the discussion.
you objectively listen to other participants.

Learning Objectives
Define group dynamics.
Define various types of small groups.
Explain the leader's role in a small group.
Identify the responsibilities of small group members.
Clarify the purpose of the small group.
Identify a critical-thinking method to use in a small group presentation.
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Demonstrate knowledge of a critical-thinking method in a problem-solving group presentation.
Participate in the process of preparing and presenting a small group presentation.
Use evidence and reasoning in the small group presentation.
Demonstrate the skills of analysis and synthesis.

8 Utilize effective persuasive speaking techniques.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through a speech outline presented to the instructor for prior approval.
through the actual performance of delivering a speech.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you develop credibility with the audience.
you use evidence to persuade the audience.
you use reasoning to persuade the audience.
you use emotional appeals to persuade the audience. 
you control aspects of voice:  volume, pitch, rate, pauses, variety, pronunciation, articulation, and dialect.
you control aspects of physical action:  posture, movement, facial expression, gestures, and eye contact.
you practice an extemporaneous speaking style.

Learning Objectives
Define persuasion.
Recognize the importance of basic patterns of organization in the persuasive speech.
Identify Aristotle's methods of persuasion.
Explain effective persuasive speaking techniques.
Acquire knowledge of the importance of effective language, voice, movement and gestures in public speaking.
Demonstrate the use of effective language, voice, movement and gestures in public speaking.
Acquire knowledge of the importance of visual aids in public speaking.
Demonstrate the use of visual aids in public speaking.
Demonstrate flexibility and adaptability with the available technology in the public speaking context.
Demonstrate a variety of presentation techniques.
Prepare and present a persuasive speech demonstrating effective persuasive speaking techniques.

9 Motivate an audience to take action.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through a speech outline presented to the instructor for prior approval.
through the actual process of presenting a speech scored by the instructor on a rubric.
through the speaker's notes.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you communicate a message to the audience.
you display personal credibility.
you demonstrate knowledge of the subject.
you use vocal variety when delivering the speech.
you control aspects of voice:  volume, pitch, rate, pauses, variety, pronunciation, articulation, and dialect.
you control aspects of physical action:  posture, movement, facial expression, gestures, and eye contact.
you speak with enthusiasm.

Learning Objectives
Define motivation.
Identify skills necessary for persuasive speeches.
Perform skills necessary for persuasive speeches.
Identify the basic patterns of organization used to motivate an audience.
Demonstrate the use of a pattern of organization to motivate an audience.
Use ethos in your persuasive speech.
Compile credible sources.
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Use logos in your persuasive speech by incorporating information from outside sources ethically and effectively.
Cite complete sources orally in the speech to add credibility.
Use pathos in your persuasive speech.

10 Evaluate critically the public discourse of others.
Assessment Strategies
in the speech class.
through the speech evaluation sheet.
through participation in peer evaluation activities.

Criteria

Your performance will be successful when:
you focus on the speech evaluation sheet criteria.
you resist distractions.
you practice active listening.

Learning Objectives
Recognize the criteria of a well-delivered speech.
Apply the criteria to a variety of presentations.
Be aware of the cultural context.
Acknowledge speaker strengths.
Identify speaker areas of improvement.
Respond critically to questions raised by readings and speeches.
Participate in peer evaluation activities.

Course Grading Information

98-100 A+ 

90-97 A

87-89 B+ 

80-86 B 

77-79 C+

70-76 C 

67-69 D+ 

60-66 D 

≤59 F 

Instructor Grading Information
Speeches 
Each student will give at least five speeches of various types. Speeches make up a 
significant part of one’s grade. 
 
Quizzes
There are quizzes over chapter readings in the course textbook and APA handbook. 
Typically these are made up of true-false questions, multiple-choice questions, and fill-
in-th-blank with a wordbank. 

Misc. Assignments
Assignments include, but are not limited to outlines, APA citation and references lists, 
graph and chart creation, and slideshow presentations. Course content is consistent with 
the College's "3C Initiative" as discussed at http://www.cccneb.edu/sustain The course 
uses sustainability as a theme for completion of all speeches. The instructor broadly 
defines sustainability, and allows the student to make a researched and informed case 

http://www.cccneb.edu/sustain
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that a particular subject falls within the area of sustainability. There are also 
readings, videos, speeches, similar materials and quizzes that the student is required to 
complete in order to develop a basic understanding of sustainability.

CCC-Course Meeting Time and Location
For meeting times and locations please go to:

WebCentral > Select term >

CCC-Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
Central Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national origin, gender, age, 
disability, marital status, or military veteran status as is defined by law in employment, admission, scholarship 
and financial aid programs or operation of its educational programs and activities as prescribed by Titles VI 
and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Executive Order 11246 
as amended, sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment 
Assistance Act of 1974, the Age Discrimination Acts of 1974 and 1975, and other federal and state laws and 
regulations.

Central Community College offers career and technical education programs for all students regardless of race, 
color, national origin, age, religion, marital status, including those with limited English proficiency, sex or 
disability. For a complete list of programs, go to www.cccneb.edu/programs. Educational programs are offered 
at but not limited to the following locations: Columbus Campus, Grand Island Campus, Hastings Campus, 
Holdrege Center, Kearney Center, Lexington Center and Ord Learning Center.

Individuals who need accommodations as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act are invited to make 
those needs known to an academic adviser, registrar, or student services officer. Inquiries concerning the 
application of the laws and regulations cited above may be directed to the Human Resources Office, Central 
Community College, P.O. Box 4903, Grand Island, NE 68802-4903; (308) 398-7325, or to the Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20201.

CCC-General Information
All college policies and procedures identified in the student handbook will be adhered to for the course. College 
policies and procedures include, but are not limited to, conditions for dropping or withdrawing from a class, 
student academic honesty, etc. A copy of the student handbook is available upon request from the Student 
Services office on each campus or it can be found at WebCentral > Student Life > Student Handbook.

CCC-Technology Usage Guidelines
In order to support the activities for this course, Central Community College provides access to computers for 
students. The College established Technology Use Policy and Procedure documentation. This document can 
be found on the College web site. You may click this link to download a PDF document outlining the College's 
Technology Use Policy and Procedures.

Speech Recording & Assignment Duplication
Video recording of student speeches for Higher Learning Commission accreditation 
purposes, CCC assessment purposes, and future educational/classroom use, both on- and 
off-campus, regularly takes place and should be expected. Please keep in mind that your 
public speaking may be public beyond the classroom for several years. This also applies 
to written and electronic materials.
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