WEHAT YOU SHOULD FNCW ABRCUT

Collectors covet the colorful ceramies of the 1930
and H0s. But are these products. sometimes glazed with a radioactive
COMIN nd. safe for table use? f:urmm‘r_v -'.ft'i'rlg asked the Cxperts,

Fm-.[a ware has enpoved varying de-
gress of popularily since making a
cpbartul berst info the iableware market
i the 1930s. 113 recent resurgence as o
highly sowght collector’s item has
brought sath it cencerns abeat the din-
nerware's safery.

Orange-red Fista ware, av well as
soame black: and yellowacolored ceram-
w3 prodluced under ather brand names
before the Second Workd War and dur-
ing the 19605, was made with color
glazss containing uranmum
axide, a radipacteve
compound.

in the 1970s,
the Food and
Diug Adiinks-
tratian  hegan
Lo receive in-
gutries ahout
passible radio-
ACEIWE EMssans
r!l:llfl Uraniuem-
plazed ceramics,
ardd the FE2A'S Bu:
reau of Radiological
Heahh analyeed samples of
Ficsta ware in 1977, Regarding the ra-
dipactivaty ad an indirech additive into
the food supply, the FDMA determined
that radistion exposure resulling from
the uwse of wranium-glazed ceramics i
"annecessary and thepefore avoidakle,™
sabd Paula Fairfield, consumer afThies
olficer for the FDA in Boston

In sccordance with the FDOA" con-
clusions. the Mew York State Depart-
meni of Health (MYSDH) in Albany,
recommends that picces cobored with
ursnium glazes be reserved stretly fos
decoralive purpodes and that they mol
be wted for food service, “Dermal con-
tact, the actual hendling of the potiery,
diss pot pose the concern that ingestion
of uranivm does.” said Faith Schoaen
feld, MYSDH spokesiperson. The
MNYSDH Bureau of Esvirenmenial Ra.
disnion Frotection recently reported

that wraniam-glazed ceramics that ap-
pear b be perfect may have tiny cracks
or & glare that has become worn from
excessive contact with highly acidic
Foosds, These conditbons allow wraniuem
i leach car of the pottery. However,
the FDAS 1977 1edns specified than the
l=vel al beached uranmum was nal cons
sedered a health harand

The Homer Laughlin Co., manufac-
turer of the onginal 1936 Fiesix ware
line (which then ineluded blae, geeen,
yellow, and orange-red
eakare), and other ce-
TEmMics

COMm Pls

A typical Fiesta plate
&nd pitcher from the 1046

mies using uranmum glaies were mioan
tored by the Alomic Energy
Commission {naw the Muclesr Regula-
tory Commission). Drange-red Fiesta
ware was produced antil the carly
15408, when the Unied Statess’ uraniam
supply was concentraled into the war efs
fart Freile ware’s orangesred was rein-
trocduced in the late 1950

According 10 Homer Lawghlin®s chiel
CLTAMME CREINCCE, Ralph Franke. the
red wad ulimately discontinusd—along
with the Lhree other onginal Fiesta
colors—when demand declined: The
pablic opted lor paste]l hoes over the
strong, dark colors that had made the
first Fizita bine 0 popular. "There was
also 8 ot of missnfermatisn going
arcusd aboat the use of wranium in the

red peces” Franke said. Moreover, ber
cxise Hcensure o use ufaniarm reduired
Frequent inspections of Laughlin's Mew-
cll, W, Wa., plant 10 protect workers
spamal acculental exposure, Franke ac-
knowledped that the red “just became a
hassie t0 make.'

Ulraniem-glared ceramies are conid.
erad less of & thieeat 1o public healih
than lead-glared pacces. according io
Schotrenfeld, bul the Nuclear Bezula-
tory Commusisen nonethelsss banned
the use of wraniam ghazes in 1971, Al
though the radiation dose is not oeal-
Iy  gquamtifiable, wraniom glazes
were  banned
because the
poltery con-

stantly came
Into Contact
with food. I
was delermined
thal 1t was pru-
dent nal 1o use
the existing wrani-
vm-glazed potiery

for cating,” said
Sehorrenfeld
Since the ban, the

FDA Erowss of mo Amen-
can manufacturer prochucing wraniam-
glazed wares. Neither the FDA.
MYSDH, mor the Homer Laughlin Co
has received amy geports of dllness re.
sultiag from the use or display of uran.
um-glazed ceramics

Coball blue, black, wheie, rgse, nnd
apriegt Fresty ware went on the marken
in 1934, and Franke says the new Fiesia
glazes are "totally unrclated 1o the okd
red ghaze.™

The FIOA lists the following compa:
nies &5 3130 having wsed aranivm glazcs
in ihe 1930s: Caliente, Early California,
Edwin M. Krowl=s, Franciscan, Harle.
quin, Poppytral, Stangl, and Vigosa

For more infarmatson, comsalt your
lecal or stale heslth epartment.
—LCarelyn B New
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