








































































































































































































Hinford budget in flux, HAB warns 
■ DOE plan to speed up
cleanup expected by May

By John Stang 
Herald staff writer 

Don't count your chickens until they are 
hatched. 

That cliche sums up qualms voiced 
Thursday about the Department of 
Energy's plan to speed up Hanford's 
nuclear waste cleanup and to add extra 
money to the site's budget. 

Hanford Advisory Board budget com
mittee members like the concept and the 
proposed spending increase. But board 
members and Hanford regulators also 
warned Thursday that a lot of political 
wrangling will be done before DOE's 
accelerated cleanup plan can happen. 

Two big concerns were expressed 
Thursday. 

For one, the state's Ecology Depart
ment has not seen details of DOE's plans 
to speed up cleanup and has not agreed to 
any specific proposals. And there's no 
guarantee it will. 

Also, Congress has not yet agreed to a 
DOE proposal to set aside $800 million to 
$1.1 billion to be doled out later to so-far 
unidentified DOE sites for accelerated 
cleanup plans. 

Congress traditionally does not like to 
appropriate money without specifically 
controlling how the cash will be spent. 
Also, congressional delegations from other 
states with cleanup sites are not done 
fighting for more money. 

"Congress hasn't bought into this yet 
and we're already bearing from the other 

states: 'Hanford got its cut. What about 
us?' "said Harold Heacock, the budget 
committee chairman. 

"This thing is very fluid. We don't have 
a lot of specifics yet," said Dave Einan, of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency's Hanford office. 

DOE, the EPA, the state and the site's 
public constituencies have worked for 
almost a year to find ways to speed Han
ford's cleanup. Because of that, Hanford is 
the only DOE site to have a broad pro
posal prepared for accelerating work. 

Last week, the state and DOE signed a 
letter of intent in which DOE said it plans 
to allocate $433 million from the incentive 
fund to Hanford. The extra cash would 
boost Hanford's proposed 2003 budget to 
$1.893 billion. 

In broad strokes, DOE plans to speed 

up glassifying Hanford's radioactive tank 
wastes, to remove radioactive sludge from 
the K Basins, to clean out and demolish 
the Plutonium Finishing Plant, to clean up 
much of the Columbia River corridor and 
to close some underground waste tanks. 
DOE also is looking at alternatives to glas
sifying some tank wastes. 

DOE is to produce a detailed draft plan 
for tackling these proposals by May l . 

The state and EPA will then start nego
tiating with DOE on how to fit the draft 
plan into the Tri-Party Agreement, the 
legal pact that governs Hanford's cleanup. 

Congress traditionally works out 
detailed dollar figures for DO E's appro
priation bills in May and June. But Aug. l 
is the deadline for the state, EPA and DOE 
to reach an agreement on fitting 
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