
 
 

 

MARINE MAMMALS OF ANTARCTICA 
2 MARCH - 12 MARCH 2018 

10 NIGHTS / 11 DAYS 

 

By March, the short Antarctic summer is drawing to a close 
and bays and harbours that have been ice choked since 
winter become free of such impediments. As a result, our 
access to landing sites increases significantly. Penguin chicks 
are almost fully-grown and are quickly shedding their downy 
coats in preparation to take to the sea before winter arrives.  

March is also a time of great activity in and under the water 
and historically, we encounter a much higher concentration of 
whales during this period. Whales are busy feeding on the 
huge biomass of krill in preparation for their migrations to 
tropical waters far to the north. However, scientists are now 
discovering that some humpback whales remain in the ice-free 
sections of Antarctica over winter and hypothesize this may be 
due to the effects of climate change.  

On this voyage we plan to visit several known locations along 
the Antarctic Peninsula that are the focus of long-term 
research projects by esteemed academic institutions including University of California Santa Cruz, California 
Ocean Alliance and the Australian Antarctic Division Marine Mammal Centre. We are joined on the ship by 
several world-renowned cetacean (whale) experts and observe their important fieldwork in close proximity. 
They share with us unique underwater footage and scientific data and interpret the behavior, migration 
characteristics and feeding patterns of adult whales and their calves. Their participation on our voyage is 
greatly valued and provides a fascinating glimpse into world of Antarctic science.  

Antarctica’s seals are also found in sizable numbers late in the season, resting and storing energy that will 
sustain them over the cold months ahead. For those with a passion for whales and seals - and an interest in 
the important science happening in Antarctica, this unique voyage should not be missed. Oh, did we mention 
it’s also our favourite time of the year for blistering orange and pink Antarctic sunrises and sunsets? 

As with all our expeditions, safety is our top priority. For that reason, weather, ice or other conditions may 
require us to change our itinerary and shore excursions as we go but that is half the fun of Polar exploring. 
Predictability is a word that has no relevance in this environment. 

Day By Day Expedition Itinerary 

Day 1 / Ushuaia, Argentina  

Our journey to Antarctica commences this afternoon in Ushuaia, in southern Argentina. We gather at our 
central meeting point and transfer to the pier and embark our expedition ship, One Ocean Navigator 
(Akademik Ioffe). After settling in to our cabins and exploring the ship, we meet our expedition team and fellow 
passengers. Excitement is in the air as we enjoy a welcome cocktail and dinner and cast off, bound for 
Antarctica and the adventure of a lifetime. 

Day 2 - 3 / Drake Passage - at sea towards Antarctica 

Sailing south towards Antarctica we will be joined by hundreds of seabirds including the wandering albatross. 
Giant petrels and smaller Cape petrels are also constant companions as we transit the Drake Passage. 



 
 

 

Photographing these magnificent birds from the deck of the ship takes patience and skill and our photography 
expert will be on hand to show you the best techniques. Join the ship’s Captain on the bridge and learn about 
the operations of our modern research vessel. Throughout the day our onboard experts educate us with a 
series of presentations about the environment, wildlife and history and the locations we hope to visit in the 
coming days. As we approach the coastline of Antarctica, whale sightings increase significantly. 

Days 4 - 8 / Gerlache Strait and Antarctic Peninsula  

We awaken today and the magnificent snowy peaks of continental Antarctica are laid out before us. Even our 
experienced expedition staff, some with more than 100 journeys south, will take a moment to pause and 
reflect on the immense power of Antarctica. Take a deep breath – you have arrived.  

The waterways of the Antarctic Peninsula are home to deep bays, pristine coves and inlets and numerous 
islands. The landscape features heavily glaciated mountains permanently covered in ice and snow. Rocky 
outcrops, known as ‘nunataks’ are home to gentoo, Adelie and chinstrap penguin rookeries and the waters 
are rich in marine life. We frequently encounter seals, including the powerful leopard seal, often found relaxing 
on an ice floe. Curious humpback whales and the smaller minke whales are found in sizeable numbers in this 
region. Sightings of orca are not uncommon.  

Fournier Bay is a known whale ‘hot-spot’ and ice permitting, we explore in Zodiacs hoping to encounter pods 
of whales. The science team hope to deploy non-invasive tracking devices on the whales to collect data on 
dive and feeding patterns. Observation and photography of whale flukes (tails) is something everyone is 
encouraged to participate in both from the ship and while Zodiac cruising. Whale flukes are unique identifiers 
of particular animals, in much the same way as a human finger print. Collecting and analyzing this data is vital 
to our understanding of whale migration patterns and social behavior.  

In addition to our whale encounters, we enjoy a regular program of exploration on and off the ship. Popular 
activities include guided hikes on shore and visits to wildlife colonies with our expert naturalist guides, while 
the historic huts and science stations provide a fascinating glimpse into the past and the present. Zodiac 
cruising among the ice is a memorable activity and our sea kayakers may range several miles from the ship. 
Our photography guide will be on hand to help you with your camera handling, image composition and the 
peculiar light found in Antarctica.  

Planned excursions could include Cierva Cove, Danco Island, or a cruise through the Errera Channel to visit 
the penguin rookeries at Cuverville Island. Wilhelmina Bay never disappoints and is another important location 
where the scientists hope to deploy their research tools. Neko Harbour is yet another highlight and offers an 
excellent hiking route providing stunning 360 degree views.  

After several busy days of exploration along the Peninsula, we head north across the Bransfield Strait, bound 
for the South Shetland Islands. This is an important whale migration corridor and frequent sightings can be 
expected of humpbacks and even the fast moving orca. 

Day 8 / South Shetland Islands, Antarctica 

The adventure is not over and, if the weather conditions allow, we sail the ship into the flooded volcanic 
caldera at Deception Island. This is a very dramatic location. History is all around us as we explore the old 
whaling station, with the rusted old boilers, aircraft hangar and dilapidated wooden structures. There are 
several other nearby landing sites to tempt us including Half Moon Island, or the broad pebbly beach at 
Yankee Harbour, where we often encounter Weddell seals sunning themselves. This is a great spot for a hike 
or a Zodiac cruise. In the evening, we navigate north through the McFarlane Strait and into the Drake 
Passage, charting a course for South America. 



 
 

 

 
 
Days 9 - 10 / Drake Passage – return to South America 

As we make our way back to South America, the educational presentations continue and we enjoy an 
entertaining and memorable voyage recap by our Expedition Leader. Join our photography experts in the 
multimedia room and download and back up your precious images. If weather conditions allow, we hope to 
make a rounding of Cape Horn. This fabled stretch of water is home to legendary tales of exploration and 
early navigation. It’s a fitting place to reflect on a wonderful expedition. Approaching the entrance to the 
Beagle Channel in early evening light, we enjoy a special dinner attended by the Captain of the ship.  
 
Day 11 / Ushuaia, Argentina  

In the early morning, we arrive into Ushuaia, Argentina. It is time to say farewell to your crew and fellow 
travellers. Guests will be transported to their hotels or to the airport for return flights home. It will be possible to 
connect to flights through to Buenos Aires or other destinations in South America. Otherwise enjoy a night in 
town or venture further afield to explore the highlights of Patagonia. 

About our Itinerary: Polar exploration can be unpredictable, which regularly causes variations to our 
itineraries. Specific sites visited will depend on prevailing weather and ice conditions at the time of sailing. The 
above itinerary should be read as a 'guide only' and may change. The ship's Captain in conjunction with the 
Expedition Leader continually review the sailing plan throughout the voyage, making adjustments to the 
itinerary along the way to take advantage of optimal weather and ice conditions or to maximize our encounters 
with wildlife. Decades of experience spent exploring these waterways mean we have a large number of 
outstanding landing sites and Zodiac cruising locations to consider, even when the weather conditions may 
not be ideal or when heavy ice may block out a planned route. A flexible approach is something we encourage 
you to bring to the ship. 

 
Before you Book – Important Voyage Details 

Proof of our Polar Commitment – When travelling with One Ocean Expeditions, you will discover how much 
we care about the places and people we visit. We demonstrate this by finding ways to give back as well as 
taking away so many incredible memories. For more information on our commitment to responsible tourism, 
please review our document entitled, “Our Environmental Commitment”. 

Medical Documentation – Once you have booked your voyage to the Polar Regions, you will be required to 
complete a Medical Information Form. This form must be completed, signed and returned to One Ocean 
Expeditions no later than 90 days prior to departure. 

Passport – Well before travelling, please ensure you have a current passport with an accurate photo, valid for 
at least six months after your scheduled return flight home. Also check that your airline tickets are in exactly 
the same name as your passport. Some countries may require you to have a return air ticket or sufficient 
funds to purchase such a ticket. 

Budgeting – It is a good idea to bring along some $US cash. There are some onboard expenses such as 
those incurred at the bar, in our gift shop and for satellite communication via email or phone. There are also 
several souvenir shopping opportunities throughout the voyage including some of the science bases in 
Antarctica.  

Clothes – We do not need to tell you it is cold in Antarctica. So make sure you come prepared with clothes 
that will adequately protect you from the weather and wet conditions (sea spray is common onboard Zodiacs). 
Expensive specialty gear is not required, but you should have warm, waterproof clothing available upon your 
arrival in Ushuaia. Please read the One Ocean Expeditions Pre-departure Information for more details about 



 
 

 

what to bring on the journey. Windproof and waterproof outer weather gear as well as expedition gumboots 
are included in the price of your voyage. This saves you from having to bring heavy clothing and boots from 
home. Details of this gear can be found in your pre-departure information.  

Onboard – Like the weather, sea conditions can also be unpredictable. Rough waters are not uncommon in 
this part of the world. You will be safe and comfortable aboard with your experienced crew in control of our 
ship, but you may suffer the effects of motion sickness, unless you have taken precautions. We recommend 
visiting your doctor prior to departure for medication that can help you avoid this easily treated condition. 

Gratuities – We suggest you allow the equivalent of $US10 - $US15 a day for gratuities for the crew and 
expedition staff. This is usually collected just prior to the end of the cruise. Gratuities are at your discretion.   

Sea Kayaking – If you have some experience sea kayaking and are interested in doing this activity during the 
expedition, you will need to book this option prior to departure from home. We cannot book this activity once 
onboard. There is a separate document for sea kayakers that you will need to review beforehand. It’s 
important you have some prior paddling experience. If you are unsure, speak to your booking agent or contact 
us to discuss.  

Embarkation Protocol – Guests will meet at a central point in Ushuaia on the afternoon of embarkation. A 
One Ocean Expeditions representative will accompany the group to the ship. Full details of 
embarkation/disembarkation procedures will be supplied with your final documentation. Once onboard, you 
will be participating in an obligatory lifeboat drill. We will also conduct important briefings on landing 
procedures and Zodiac operations. 
 
Travel Insurance – On all One Ocean Expeditions’ voyages, you must have comprehensive travel insurance. 
Your own domestic government medical insurance and private health care plans will not cover you in most 
overseas countries. Your travel agent can recommend a policy designed to cover participants on these 
cruises. Your policy must provide coverage for your medical costs in case of hospitalization, emergency travel 
and repatriation. We require that you obtain adequate insurance before joining the voyage. Cancellation 
insurance is also recommended.  

Please check the terms of your policy carefully, particularly with regard to limits of cover (i.e. replacement of 
photographic equipment, baggage loss, claims procedure, costs due to airline delays etc). Also ensure you 
are familiar with the procedure for making claims (for example, most policies stipulate that claims must be 
made within a certain time after completion of your journey). Once you have paid your deposit or full payment, 
certain fees will apply if you have to cancel your holiday (see the cancellation provisions in our terms and 
conditions). For this reason, you should take out insurance at the time of paying your deposit, which should 
then protect you in such a situation.   

Visas – You will need a valid passport with you throughout the journey. Some nationalities will be required to 
pay a visitor fee (known as a ‘reciprocity fee’) for entering Argentina – the starting point of this voyage. This 
must be arranged online, prior to arriving in Buenos Aires. If you plan any side trips to other countries, you will 
need to investigate visa requirements as it is your responsibility to ensure you have all required visas for your 
trip. Rules and regulations governing the issuance of visas are constantly changing and vary for different 
nationalities. You should check visa requirements with your travel agent or relevant consular authority well 
before travelling. 

The information provided here is given in good faith and has been compiled with all reasonable care. However, some of the information 
may become out of date. Please keep this in mind and check with us if you want to be sure about anything. The document was correct at 
time of printing but you can check online for the most up to date version. If you have any queries, please contact your travel agent or our 
staff. We are here to help you! 
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