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OptixEQ Player Profiles 

Welcome to “OptixEQ Player Profiles,” a series of interviews with horseplayers who have 

recently incorporated the OptixEQ platform into their own handicapping process. The players 

represent different demographics and all levels of play—from daily professional players to 

weekend warriors. They all have one thing in common, however: they love handicapping and are 

serious about it—which is why they have embraced OptixEQ and its suite of innovative 

handicapping products. 

If you’re interested in learning more about OptixEQ, please read what these players have 

to say—we’re pretty confident that you can take your game to the next level by adding OptixEQ 

to your handicapping arsenal. Also, feel free to share your own stories about OptixEQ by visiting 

the “Contact Us” page at www.optixeq.com. 

http://www.optixeq.com
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Player: Charlie Davis,  Professional Horse Player, finished third in 2016 National 

Handicapping Championship (NHC) 

What is your handicapping style (i.e., Speed, Pace, Class, etc.)? 

It’s a hybrid really, but pace handicapping is heaviest. 

What is your typical level of play? 

I’m a professional and contest player. 

When did you begin to use OptixEQ and why? 

I was asked to be part of the beta and have been using it ever since. At the time, I knew and 

trusted the people involved in its creation, but it also filled a need I had. I don’t have the time or 

the knowledge to quickly make trip notes for all of the tracks I play, and the OptixNOTES 

interface sounded like a perfect fit for what I was missing most. 

How have you incorporated OptixEQ into your existing handicapping process and has it 

changed the way you handicap? 

I still first look at races in my own database program, like I always have. Then I look at the 

OptixPLOT to make sure I correctly identified the pace scenario and/or to see if I’ve missed 

anything. I’ll often find a pace scenario is more or less extreme than I had originally thought. 
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My next step is to then look at the trip notes. I scan the OptixNOTES quickly for green 

(good) or red (bad) keywords and compare that to what I’ve noted to see if there are any 

differences; then I do a deeper dive into the OptixNOTES “extended comments.” 

What was the learning curve? 

Because of the way the OptixNOTES keywords are used, the learning curve wasn’t that steep. It 

took a month of having to look back at the keyword definitions, but now it’s second nature to me. 

I can tell what the person who took the notes is trying to convey and adjust my bets accordingly. 

What features do you like the most? 

OptixNOTES is my favorite part of the suite, and it fills the holes in my game the most. 

OptixPLOT is also very helpful, but I use it more to confirm my pace projection—or to make me 

take another look at the pace of the race. 

How do you describe OptixEQ when you recommend it to other players? 

I always tell them about OptixNOTES first since it’s the information I find the most valuable. 

Most of my friends are already experienced handicappers and have performance figures they rely 

on, so OptixNOTES is an additional, valuable weapon in their arsenal. 

When talking to newcomers though, I describe it as a one-stop shop to view the entire 

race from many different angles. You get the pace projection, speed figures, and knowledgeable 

explanations for prior performances.  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Player: Aaron Shapiro, Horse Player 

What is your handicapping style (i.e., Speed, Pace, Class, etc.)? 

I definitely use speed in my handicapping. 

What is your typical level of play? 

I usually play about four times a week, but I don’t consider myself a professional player. 

When did you begin to use OptixEQ and why? 

I began using OptixEQ because it incorporated most of my handicapping methods in one 

product. 

How have you incorporated OptixEQ into your existing handicapping process and has it 

changed the way you handicap? 

OptixEQ has changed the way I handicap because it allows me to play secondary tracks and still 

have an understanding of the race, even though I don’t know the jockeys or the trainers. In other 

words, it opened up a whole world of new possibilities for me in terms of different tracks and 

races to play. 

Another way I use OptixEQ is through OptixNOTES. If I am waiting for a horse to run 

back, I’ll check my trip notes against the OptixNOTES and compare the two. I can bet with 

confidence when my notes line up nicely with OptixNOTES. 
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What was the learning curve? 

The learning curve is ongoing, but I was able to use the product with confidence after about a 

week or two. 

What features do you like the most? 

For me, the best features are the OptixNOTES that are incorporated in OptixGRID. 

How do you describe OptixEQ when you recommend it to other players? 

I describe it as a comprehensive handicapping tool. 
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Player: Jared Black, Horse Player / Owner 

What is your handicapping style (i.e., Speed, Pace, Class, etc.)? 

I’m mostly a trip handicapper combined with pace and class handicapping. 

What is your typical level of play? 

I’m an everyday handicapper who is a serious player four-to-five days a week. 

When did you begin to use OptixEQ and why? 

I first started in the middle of Oaklawn’s meet last year (2015). I was telling a friend that I was 

having a hard time predicting the pace of the races there—and he told me about OptixEQ and the 

OptixPLOT. I bought it one day and hit a $350 exacta for $1 just by simply looking at the 

OptixPLOT. I was hooked ever since. 

How have you incorporated OptixEQ into your existing handicapping process and has it 

changed the way you handicap? 

I’ve always been a trip handicapper. When I first started using OptixEQ, I was mainly using it for 

the pace projections. That has changed considerably over the past few months, however. Now I 

have a very detailed process that I go through to handicap the races. 
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The first thing I do is assign an OptixFIG range that it will take to win the race I’m 

looking at. This to me is the most valuable thing for my Pick 4 and Pick 5 tickets because I can 

immediately eliminate horses that are simply too slow to win. This saves me a lot of time. 

After the OptixFIG range is assigned, I go through OptixGRID and look at all of the 

horses in the race to see what their current form is and where they fit on the OptixPLOT, making 

sure their run styles are suitable to today’s race shape. 

Then I also look at OptixNOTES for any excuses they may have had in their recent races. 

Because of OptixEQ, I feel 100 percent prepared now no matter the outcome of the race. 

What was the learning curve? 

There was very little learning curve for me. I’m a very analytical person and handicapper as well. 

I love any information I can get that can give me the slightest edge, and OptixEQ has provided 

that and much more. 

What features do you like the most? 

To me, the most valuable thing is OptixNOTES. I’m a trip handicapper myself, but I simply do 

not have time to go through every track I play, watching replays. I am totally confident in the 

OptixNOTES platform—with its letter grades, keywords, and extended comments—and I feel 

even more confident when I bet those horses. 

How do you describe OptixEQ when you recommend it to other players? 
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I tell my friends that OptixEQ is as good as it gets. It doesn’t matter if you are a trip handicapper 

or a pace handicapper, what you are looking for is all there. It makes it even better that it is so 

simple to use. 
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Player: Jimmy Fraser,  Contest Player 

What is your handicapping style (i.e., Speed, Pace, Class, etc.)? 

Before OptixEQ, my handicapping style had been a blend of class and speed, looking for horses 

coming into form to hopefully run at levels they may have previously performed at. This has 

helped me find horses that pay decent prices. 

What is your typical level of play? 

I am a contest player, playing in a couple of weekday satellites per week, hoping to qualify for 

the bigger, more expensive weekend tournaments. On weekends, I will also play off a bankroll to 

take advantage of any perceived opportunities. 

When did you begin to use OptixEQ and why? 

I have been using OptixEQ for about 3-1/2 months. I believe in constantly improving my skills 

to get whatever edge I can on other players, and OptixEQ has given me that opportunity. 

How have you incorporated OptixEQ into your existing handicapping process and has it 

changed the way you handicap? 

OptixEQ has revolutionized my handicapping approach to the point that I no longer purchase 

other “racing forms.” I rely on the information that OptixEQ provides 100 percent. 



�  OptixEQ Player Profiles

What was the learning curve? 

My learning curve was about a week and a half, yet I find that every week, I learn more features 

and how they can assist me in finding value. 

What features do you like the most? 

My favorite parts of OptixEQ are OptixGRID, OptixNOTES, and OptixPLOT. 

How do you describe OptixEQ when you recommend it to other players? 

When I recommend OptixEQ, I describe it as a revolutionary, time-saving product that gives a 

visual analysis of pace combined with trip notes and comments from some of the most successful 

handicappers in the country. 
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Player: Spencer Bressler, Horse Player, Guest Handicapper on OptixEQ Race of the Day 

What is your handicapping style (i.e., Speed, Pace, Class, etc.)? 

I’ve been seriously handicapping for just over ten years now, and I think I’ve used every aspect 

in the horseplayer’s “toolkit” to approach races. Before switching to OptixEQ, I had been 

focusing more on pace and trying to picture how races would play out in my head from the data 

available in traditional past-performance providers like Brisnet and Daily Racing Form. 

What is your typical level of play? 

I’m a pretty casual player and usually save my limited bankroll for the weekends. I have, 

however, put a lot of focus on contest play over the last two years. I have always loved 

competition, having played a lot of sports growing up, and I love the competitive nature of 

handicapping contests. I was lucky enough to double-qualify for the HPWS last year, and even 

though I didn’t finish in the money, it was one of the best experiences I’ve had in the racing 

world, and I encourage players to give contests, especially onsite contests, a shot if they haven’t 

already. 

When did you begin to use OptixEQ and why? 

I started using OptixPLOT back in March after seeing posts from Emily Gullikson on Twitter, 

and I was intrigued by what I saw. At first, I was using just OptixPLOT with my traditional 
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Brisnet PPs and saw immediate results. Being a guy who likes looking at the potential pace of a 

race, OptixPLOT was a huge tool to add, and it made deciphering potential pace scenarios a ton 

easier. I then switched to using OptixPLOT as well as OptixGRID with OptixNOTES at the 

beginning of the summer as my sole means of handicapping—and haven’t looked back. 

How have you incorporated OptixEQ into your existing handicapping process and has it 

changed the way you handicap? 

OptixEQ has completely changed the way I look at and handicap races. I challenged myself in 

the summer with a nudge from Emily to handicap using only OptixEQ products. I would be lying 

if I said that there wasn’t a little transition period, but the data is presented in such a way that it 

makes the entire process super-easy. In a few days, I had a handle on how to use OptixPLOT in 

conjunction with OptixGRID, as well as what I think is the most powerful tool: OptixNOTES. 

What was the learning curve? 

Like I mentioned earlier, I picked up the product pretty quickly. There are so many great learning 

tools on the website, like instructional videos and the free “Race of the Day”—and the webinars 

were a big help early on in the learning process to point out little tricks here and there to use the 

products more efficiently. I honestly think that anyone who knows how to handicap races using a 

traditional “racing form” can pick up this product pretty quickly. Also, the staff at OptixEQ are 

always there to help users answer questions or help with issues, so people shouldn’t be afraid to 

dive in head first. 
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What features do you like the most? 

Before using OptixEQ, I had been trying to add trip handicapping into my handicapping process 

and saw success, but I just didn’t have the time to watch all of the races for it to be a huge help. 

Having trip notes embedded into the OptixGRID past-performances, done by expert race-

watchers and handicappers, has been eye-opening and a big edge, to say the least. Not only has it 

made the handicapping process easier, but I think I’ve also learned a lot about how to watch 

races more effectively on my own. 

How do you describe OptixEQ when you recommend it to other players? 

I describe it as the “Holy Grail of Handicapping.” Okay, I’m kidding, but only a little! Some of 

the old guard I talk to about it can be a little stubborn and get a little scared by technology, but 

then they see the results I have, and they slowly start asking more and more questions. 


