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INTRO 
The $6 million purse awaits the top older runner in this division of older runners contesting the 
of the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic. The classic 10-furlong test is one of the storylines in this field, 
as many have concerns for today’s distance including morning line favorite #8 MCKINZIE.  

OPTIXPLOT 
In addition to distance, the pace scenario looks to be another major factor in the outcome. Let’s 
take a look at the OptixPLOT starting with the OptixRPM. Without any true “E” types, and 
many more in the “EP/P/PC” role, this could turn into a rider’s race and worth paying attention 
to the “hot” riders as well as the main track profile throughout the day. It is hard to eliminate 
many based on trip alone, though QuadPCT/STAT tends to favor runners in Quad I/II. 



OPTIXGRID 
With the Classic as the feature race a horse-by-horse analysis of OptixGRID/NOTES is 
appropriate.   

#1 MATH WIZARD (30/1) he looks a cut below this field on current form, and even though he 
ran the race of his career to win the G1 PA Derby  the OptixFIG came up light to step up in this 
spot as well at the B- OptixGRADE. 

 

#2 SEEKING THE SOUL once considered a top contender for this race and even so by the 
connections bringing him over early to get experience on this circuit. The recent two efforts have 
been average, and even his win in the G2 Foster might only be enough for a minor in today’s 
event. The 10-furlong distance also still a bit questionable for him as well. 

 

#3 OWENDALE (15-1) hard to ignore his improvement this season and continuing to move 
forward will assist him this afternoon. Distance is still a bit of a question for him even with some 
experience and the G1 Preakness third place finish noted. In addition, he will have to prove 
himself at the Grade 1 level, and taking on older.  

 

#4 WAR OF WILL (20-1) Preakness will still looking to get back on track off that win, and will 
find his toughest test to date this afternoon. He projects to be forwardly placed, based on his 
more effective races from earlier this season, and as suggested by his Quad III OptixPLOT 
position. His OptixFIG are on the lighter end of this field, and seeing as those numbers have 
remained around the same hard to project the needed move forward here.  

 

#5 YOSHIDA (8-1) he is a Grade 1 winner on both turf and dirt, something that requires a lot of 
class to accomplish. He also fits in terms of OptixFIG as being “fast” enough to be a contender 
here. His current form has been there as well picking up a check throughout the summer racing 
series. The biggest challenge for him, as it tends to do, comes in terms of trip. He has a late kick 
and with a local rider Mike Smith taking over the assignment here will be able to time that run; 



however, will still require the right pace and contention to run at. The 10-furlong distance is 
probably not the most ideal for him, as he does make that late run and then tends to grind out the 
final furlong, or in this case final ¼ mile.  

 

#6 ELATE (6-1) given credit for her record at the distance, she has that in her favor coming into 
this Classic event. Her current form holds up as she has been holding her own in top graded 
stakes-company throughout her career. In addition to distance, she could find the right trip for 
her, something that she has not been able to do in her most recent two starts based on the smaller 
field sizes. She looks to have those options here with her Quad I/II Square on OptixPLOT to 
back that up.  

 

#7 HIGHER POWER (6-1) winner of the G1 Pacific Classic was able to find a “perfect” trip 
that afternoon, and a repeat effort makes him a contender this afternoon. He has upside off the 
G1 Awesome Again stumbling out of the gate, and after being compromised at the start still ran 
on with interest late. Where others in this field has questions in terms of today’s distance, he does 
not look to have any shortage of stamina. 

 

#8 MCKINZIE (3-1) multiple Grade I winner has the speed and the class to make him a 
contender in this field, especially based on his races this season and company lines. Distance is a 
concern for him, and on the vulnerable side looking at his Circle on Surface/Distance 
OptixPLOT, Standard OptixPLOT is tough to ignore. Capable for all the reasons listed above, 
though will be labeled as “soft” as the favorite this afternoon.  

 

#9 MONGOLIAN GROOM he was able to sneak away with a moderate pace in the G1 
Awesome Again despite some mild pressure that afternoon. The “slow” opening half-mile and 
“average” 6/8th allowed him to still have something in the tank and kick on late with MCKINZIE 
chasing him to the wire. The “fire” contention expects to put more pressure on him, and as 
shown on OptixPLOT has company all around him.  



 

#10 VINO ROSSO the unofficial winner of the G1 Jockey Club Gold Cup, will look for some 
redemption this afternoon following the controversial disqualification that afternoon. He has 
taken a step forward in his four-year-old season and has found tactical speed to go along with it. 
He has answered the distance question more than once; and is the only horse in the field with a 
win at Santa Anita at the distance with the win in the G1 Gold Cup on May 27th.  

 

#11 CODE OF HONOR the class of the three-year-old runners in this field comes into the race 
off two solid efforts and improving since the Triple Crown season for Shug McGaughey. Pointed 
to the G1 Travers he ran to it that afternoon under right race dynamics and handling from regular 
rider John Velazquez. He has the best chance this afternoon of those in the three-year-old crop, 
though still faces a tough test this afternoon.  

 

CONCLUSION 
With #8 MCKINZIE as a soft favorite this afternoon, there are alternatives in the race with 
some potential for overlays and worth considering “spreading” to close out the tickets. 


