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OptixEQ Looks at the 2019 Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint (G1)  

By Frank R. Scatoni 

 
 

INTRO 

The $1 million Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint (G1)—a 7-furlong main-track affair—has produced 

some big prices the last two years, so will this year be any different? Well, there should be a big favorite, 

so that could possibly inflate the prices on some of the more logical runners—or maybe chaos will ensue 

again and something whacky will happen (though with only nine runners, nothing too whacky can 

happen!). 

The morning-line favorite is the wonderfully named #1 COVFEFE at 2/1—though if she doesn’t 

go off shorter than that, I’ll eat my hat, since she’s always well-backed and she has some gaudy races to 

garner strong public support. That said, just because I think she’ll be shorter than her 2/1 morning-line, it 

doesn’t mean I like her to win the race. 

During this analysis, I am going to showcase some of the elements of the new OptixPLOT2020, 

but just so you know what the entire platform looks like, here is the OptixPLOT2020 page for this race: 

 

 
 

QuadPct 

Before we look at the field, let’s first examine the QuadPct, since it’s extremely important to understand 

how the field stacks up against each other in terms of where the winners typically come from on this track 

and at this distance. QuadPct, which can be found in the sliding V-Bar on the upper-right part of the 

OptixPLOT2020 platform, shows the relative strength of each horse’s position on both the “Standard” 

and “Surface/Distance” Plots. Using “0” as the base-line, you can quickly assess which runners plot 

favorably relative to their competition (i.e., the higher the bar is above “0”, the stronger the position). 
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Note that you can also “show” or “hide” different categories, and that the data includes win percentage, 

exacta percentage, and in-the-money percentage, so you can really utilize this information when 

structuring your vertical wagers. Before I even look at the Plot, I like to have this data available to give 

me a good sense of which horses should really garner my attention. 

Here is the QuadPct for this year’s 2019 Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint (G1): 

 

 
 

It’s no surprise that the top-two choices, #1 COVFEFE and #COME DANCING, are positive in all of the 

categories, since they both plot really well and are talented runners. Surprisingly, #3 

HEAVENHASMYNIKKI is also positive in all categories, while a few others are mixed and the rest are 

all negative. 

 

OptixPLOT2020 

Here is the OptixPLOT2020 for this race. We’ve got a yellow PlotFit, which is okay, since both Plots 

still have plenty of similarities—but the interesting thing is that we’ve got a chilly “snowflake” 

Contention with not many runners in Q1 and a pretty slow “012” SpeedRate, which means there doesn’t 

figure to be a hot pace despite this being a sprint. That said, I’ve found these 7-furlong races to be fairly 

run races at Santa Anita, so every horse should have a fair chance if she runs her race. 

 

 
 

The OptixRPM—which categorizes each horse’s run style and gives a positive, negative, or neutral 

designation based on the horse’s Plot position—shows a negative “red” marking for two runners in the 

field, #2 DANUSKA’S MY GIRL, who seems to be a need-the-lead type and isn’t likely to get it, and #3 

HEAVENHASMYNIKKI, who should probably be sitting higher up on the Plot given her appreciation 

for being forwardly placed. As mentioned, though, she does have good QuadPct data, so we’ll have to 

prod a little deeper with her. 

 You’ll also see an OptixFIGRANGE, which projects the winning figure for the race (103-111), 

so you want to find horses who have either run in that range or project to. 

 

Now let’s look at the Plot itself: 
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OptixPLOT2020 shows both the “Standard” and “Surface/Distance” Plots side-by-side, so you can easily 

see which horses change position based on the various factors used to create the Plot. There is definitely 

some repositioning between Plots, but the gist is pretty much the same, with no drastic variation (other 

than #3 HEAVENHASMYNIKKI showing diminished finishing ability at 7-panels), so I’ll use both as a 

reference point and extrapolate info from each Plot. 

 

PAST 3 RUNLINES 

You can access full past-performance data by clicking the “OptixGRID” button in the header, but it’s 

nice to have the most recent form-cycle information readily available right here in the OptixPLOT2020 

page. The fields for the “Past 3 Runlines” are pretty self-explanatory, but do note that there is a new 

category called “OptixALERTS,” which calls out positive form-cycle notes by hovering over the data. 
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Horse-by-Horse Analysis Using OptixPLOT2020 

Note: for more detailed trip-note information where applicable, you can go to OptixGRID and click on 

the Extended Comments. 

 

#1 COVFEFE (2/1) has no major knocks anywhere on the platform, but any time you are assessing a 

favorite you want to try and poke holes in order to find good value elsewhere. First, let’s look at the 

positives: she is a big square in Q1 above the par line, which means she could easily have the lead if she 

wants it and can gain separation with a really nice turn-time. Her QuadPct data is strong. Her last two 

OptixFIGS are better than anything anyone else has run recently. And her last two letter-grades are 

excellent. So why am I against her? First off, she has to break from the rail, so it makes sense for Rosario 

to gun hard early to make sure he doesn’t get buried inside—and that could pose a problem late. 

Secondly, she’s run two huge races in a row, including a HARD race two back followed by a strong 

BURST last time, so it’s quite possible she’ll regress a little bit today. Also, check out that B- three back; 

that race followed a career-best effort where she had earned an A grade. Perhaps a similar “bounce” 

awaits today? Look, I’m not trying to be a hero here, but there is just enough reasonable doubt to think 

she could regress enough to make me want to take her on at short odds. 

 

#2 DANUSKA’S MY GIRL (20/1) doesn’t plot well as a circle behind other horses—and she really 

looks like a need-the-lead type, which would explain why Franco rode her hard to the front two back 

when wiring the field in the Rancho Bernardo (G3), earning TACTIC+ and HARD_LEAD keywords. 

I’m sure he’ll gun her hard again since he won’t want to get buried inside—and that will compromise her 

chances late. But it also might make Covfefe have to work even harder early to maintain her position, 

which is another reason to try and beat the favorite here. As for this gal, I’m having a really hard time 

envisioning the winning trip for her. 

 

#3 HEAVENHASMYNIKKI (20/1), as mentioned, has favorable QuadPct data but an unfavorable 

OptixRPM rating, so we’ll need to dig deeper. She looks okay on Standard Plot as a nice-sized square in 

Q3, accounting for her good recent races—but her Surface/Distance circle is regrettable, which means she 

is less effective at this tricky specialist distance. Her OptixFIGS are slower than the best in here, but 

she’s not too far off if you think she can move forward, though the added distance isn’t likely to help her 

cause, since two back, she was getting late while going 6.5-furlongs. All in all, there are mixed signals 

here, so you might want to include her for a penny in your exotics, but a win seems a bit beyond her 

reach. 

 

#4 COME DANCING (5/2) is a millionaire, and that’s nothing to sneeze at considering this gal has 

never bothered to take her show on the road. She’ll race away from New York for the first time, so we’ll 

see if she can replicate her best races from back East—and without having a spin over the track, I think 

that might be a tough ask. Still, she looks great on the Plot and her QuadPct data is second-best. Her 

OptixFIGS are consistently good enough, and her letter-grades are all green—but do note the few red 

keywords in her trip notes: PERFECT and BIAS, so she’s had things her own way. I also don’t like that 

NO_LINE comment from her last race after a big win in the Ballerina (G1), so maybe this old pro is 

tailing off just a little bit? Maybe I’m nitpicking, since it’s really hard to knock her body of work, but the 

“first-time shipping” angle concerns me a little bit. 

 

#5 LADY NINJA (10/1) would look better if she were a square in her position—but as a circle, it’s going 

to be hard for her to finish strongly enough to get the victory today, even though she’s in really good form 

and has a nice recent win over the track. She also looks a little slow on OptixFIGS, and I’m not crazy 
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about all those red keywords in her last three starts: PERFECT, HARD, and PERFECT again. She’ll 

probably be grinding away to the wire, and that will come in handy—but a minor award seems the ceiling 

(especially since Danuska’s My Girl has her on form). 

 

#6 BELLAFINA (6/1) doesn’t Plot well as a big circle, and her QuadPct data is not favorable—so why 

am I intrigued by her? One simple comment from her last race: SHORTER? Yes, definitely shorter! I’ve 

always thought this gal was at her best as an elongated sprinter, despite several scintillating wins around 

two turns earlier in the year. In fact, she was so good as a juvenile and up to the Kentucky Oaks (G1) this 

May that she was made the favorite in that hallowed race even though she never looked like a 9-furlong 

horse. She finished fifth, hit the shelf, and her connections regrouped. So let’s look at her last two races: 

she came off a three-month layoff in the 7-furlong Test (G1) and was favored over Covfefe, who beat her 

that day. Bellafina was off slowly and just chased around the track. She then had a wide post in the two-

turn Cotillion (G1), was off slowly, ran X_FLOW, and took the lead way too early before flattening out 

(while re-adding blinkers). She now cuts back and makes the third start of her form cycle. She will need 

to improve a ton, but if you look at her older races, you’ll see that she ran a 97 OptixFIG as a juvenile, so 

there is precedence here for this gal running a big number. I think 6/1 is too short considering our leap of 

faith, but I expect her to go off longer than that, making her an interesting upsetter in here. 

 

#7 SELCOURT (10/1) has an abundance of speed—and that has been a blessing and a curse. It was a 

blessing early last year when she rattled off three big wins in a row, but it’s been a curse because she’s 

been too fast for her own good, setting blazing-quick paces only to falter late, which explains her circle in 

Q1. And while she’s been setting fast paces, no one’s really been challenging her for the lead, which is 

the reason for those EASY_LEAD and LONE keywords. I suppose there is a world in which she makes 

the lead again today and forgets to stop, but it’s hard to make a case for that happening at today’s 7-panels 

while facing some quality runners. That said I would certainly use her in the mix, since she could get 

brave and hang on for a slice late. 

 

#8 DAWN THE DESTROYER (12/1) is what my buddy calls a “lone-R” (lone-rear): a horse who will 

be able to sit all alone, unannoyed and undisturbed at the back of the pack, settling into her own rhythm 

while the rest of the animals try to establish position under stressful circumstances. We typically prefer 

lone-R horses in turf races, but if a fast pace ensues in a dirt race, then the lone-R is the beneficiary. As 

you can see, this gal is a big box all the way down in Q4, which isn’t a bad place to be if there’s a fast 

pace—but as mentioned, we’ve got a snowflake Contention and a slow SpeedRate, so this gal seems up 

against it from a flow perspective. Add the fact that several of these have beaten her fairly easily, and 

you’re looking at a legitimate long shot. That said, crazy things have happened in this race, so I wouldn’t 

dismiss this gal out of hand in case a speed duel does develop—especially since she’s coming in off a 

good effort where she was a strong WIDE CLOSE in a 6-furlong race (though she was with the FLOW). 

 

#9 SPICED PERFECTION (4/1) should get a perfect tracking trip while racing in the clear from an 

advantageous position. She’s a square on both Plots, so she can finish well, and she’s a gal who adores 7-

furlongs. She does seem a little slow on OptixFIGS, but she looks to be sitting on a big effort after 

winning her 6-furlong prep at Keeneland despite coming off a 154-day layoff. She’s a reasonable 

alternative to the big two, but do note that win-rider Castellano sticks with Come Dancing. 

 

CONCLUSION 

I think this is a race worth taking a shot in. The favorite is a 3-year-old filly breaking from the rail and 

racing over this surface for the first time, while the second-choice has never left the comfy confines of 
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New York. I’m willing to see if #6 BELLAFINA can fulfill that “SHORTER?” prophecy—and if #8 

DAWN THE DESTROYER can bring a little exotics chaos to a race that has seen chaos of late. I’ll also 

want to use #9 SPICED PERFECTION in the mix because she’ll be the best value of the logical 

runners. 


