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INTRO  
The   BC   Turf   will   be   run   at   1   ½   miles   on   the   SA   turf   course   on   a   configuration   that   is   unique   to  
Santa   Anita.   The   horses   will   start   midway   up   the   hill   on   the   downhill   turf   course   at   the   start   of  
that   courses   turn.   At   the   end   of   that   turn   they   cross   the   dirt   track   and   enter   the   main   turf   course  
which   they   go   around   once   (two   more   turns)   to   complete   the   race.   Only   ACCLIMATE   and  
UNITED   have   experience   with   this   configuration   as   they   have   both   competed   in   10F   events  
which   start   mid-turn   down   the   hill.   CHANNEL   MAKER   is   the   only   other   entrant   to   have   raced   on  
the   main   portion   of   the   course   at   distances   of   8   and   9   furlongs.   Nine   BC   Turfs   have   been  
contested   here   over   the   years   and   when   I   went   back   and   watched   them   two   things   stuck   out   to  
me.   The   first   is   that   the   race   usually   looks   like   they   are   moving   along   a   very   fast   clip   given   the  
distance.   The   surface   can   be   lively   and   horses   that   like   very   firm   “bouncy”   ground   gilde   right  
over   it.   The   second   is   that   only   one   horse   has   taken   a   clear   lead   into   the   stretch   when   winning.  
HIGHLAND   REEL   went   wire   to   wire   in   a   sublime   performance   in   2016.   The   other   eight   editions  
were   won   by   a   horse   with   a   powerful   late   kick   or   by   one   that   grinds   out   a   victory   outlasting  
others.   
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The   plot   for   this   race   from   a   SurfDist   perspective   is   incomplete.   When   you   see   circles   and  
squares   in   a   flat   line   like   this   it   usually   means   that   there   isn’t   a   high   enough   sample   of   races   run  
at   this   distance   on   this   course   to   generate   a   meaningful   plot.   The   “vertical”   is   missing   so   all   that  
is   displayed   is   early   position   from   left   to   right   and   finishing   ability   as   represented   by   the   size   of  
the   given   shape.   The   Standard   plot   offers   more   insight   in   this   case.   Both   plots   exclude  
contenders   who   have   raced   exclusively   overseas.   We   will   provide   a   projected   run   style   based  
on   video   and   chart   analysis   of   their   races   this   year.   Given   the   history   of   the   BC   Turf   races   run   at  
SA,   big   squares   should   fare   well.   
 
OptixGRID  

 
One   of   the   techniques   I   find   very   useful   when   working   with    OptixGRID    is   the   ability   to   filter   the  
winning   efforts   of   the   contenders   in   order   to   get   a   picture   of   what   factors   led   to   a   horses   best  
efforts.   In   this   example   I   have   selected   CurrentYear   races   only,   set   “FIN”   (finish)   to   “=1”   and  
sorted   by    oFIG    descending.   Hopefully   we   can   glean   some   useful   information   to   find   suitable  
contenders   in   today’s   race.   
 
(PP#)   HORSE   NAME   (ML   ODDS)   [projected   run   style]  
 
(1)   ZULU   ALPHA   (20/1)   [P/C]  
Plots   as   a   big   square   and   usually   comes   from   mid-pack.   His   3   wins   this   year   have   been   in   G2  
and   G3   events   at   11   and   12   furlongs.   Two   of   those   wins   have   relatively   slow   o_FIG   values   and  
the   fastest   one   was   run   on   a   yielding   surface.   He   did   not   have   a   very   good   outing   last   out   but  
has   followed   his   “clunkers”   this   year   with   better   performances   next   out.   He   can   get   into   the  
exotics   but   I   wouldn’t   recommend   for   a   win   bet.   
 
 
 



(2)   ACCLIMATE   (20/1)   [E/P]  
Should   be   on   or   near   the   lead   early.   Plots   as   a   big   circle   so   finishing   well   against   this   level   of  
competition   is   a   big   question.   He   doesn’t   have   the   class   to   wire   this   field   and   should   have  
company   up   front   early.   Pass.  
 
(3)   UNITED   (20/1)   [P/C]  
Has   never   run   beyond   10F   and   although   that   is   true   of   race   favorite   BRICKS   AND   MORTAR   this  
one’s   best   winning   effort   came   in   a   2nd   level   allowance   race.   Plots   as   a   Q2   circle.   Pass.   
 
(4)   MOUNT   EVEREST   (IRE)   (15/1)   [P/C]  
Connections   are   appealing   and   as   a   3YO   he   could   improve   in   this   spot,   but   his   12F   efforts   have  
been   subpar   and   he   didn’t   beat   much   in   his   last.   Hasn’t   exhibited   strong   finishing   ability   at   this  
distance.   Pass.   
 
(5)   ANTHONY   VAN   DYCK   (IRE)   (3/1)   [E/P]  
Won   The   G1   Investec   Derby   earlier   this   year   defeating   JAPAN.   It’s   a   race   that   requires   finishing  
ability   so   we   will   grant   him   that   attribute.   His   last   2   races   were   less   impressive   but   he   was   facing  
top   and   older   company   in   those   outings.   At   the   expected   price   he   won’t   offer   enough   value   for   a  
win   wager   but   could   be   considered   as   an   exotic   contender   given   the   connections.  
 
(6)   CHANNEL   CAT   (15/1)   [E/P]  
Plots   as   a   big   square   and   should   be   on   or   near   the   pace.   His   lone   win   this   year   from   six   starts  
was   a   front   running   effort   in   The   G2   Bowling   Green.   I   don’t   see   him   winning   this   race   in   that  
fashion   but   I   do   think   he   will   crack   the   Top   4.  
 
(7)   ALOUNAK   (FR)   (20/1)   [C]  
Is   a   bit   of   a   mystery   as   his   overseas   races   featured   varying   run   styles.   His   race   in   The   G1  
Canadian   International   was   a   mid-pack   rallying   effort   that   left   him   just   short   of   repeat   winner  
DESERT   ENCOUNTER.   That   might   be   good   enough   in   here   but   he   is   far   from   a   win   machine.  
Exotics   only.   
 
(8)   BANDUA   (20/1)   [E/P]  
Will   help   to   quicken   the   pace   early   but   this   distance   appears   well   beyond   his   scope.   Pass.  
 
(9)   BRICKS   AND   MORTAR   (9/5)   [P/C]  
The   deserving   race   favorite   has   enjoyed   a   perfect   5   for   5   campaign   so   far   this   year.   The   only  
question   is   his   ability   to   produce   his   kick   at   a   distance   greater   than   10F.   His   trainer   (Chad  
Brown)   wavered   all   year   as   to   which   BC   race   he   would   be   running   in   given   this   unknown.   If   he   is  
unphased   by   the   additional   distance   he   should   win   this   race.   If   he’s   not   up   to   the   challenge   he  
could   finish   out   of   the   money.   Mixed   feelings.   
 
 
 



(10)   OLD   PERSIAN   (GB)   (4/1)   [P]  
With   five   wins   at   or   near   the   12F   distance   of   today’s   race   and   his   effort   in   The   G2   Northern  
Dancer   he   would   seem   to   be   the   main   challenge   to   BRICKS   AND   MORTAR.   Is   said   to   be  
thriving   lately   and   may   offer   the   best   value   in   the   win   spot.   Should   be   an   exotics   inclusion   at   the  
very   least.  
 
(11)   ARKLOW   (12/1)   [P/C]  
His   last   outing   in   The   G1   Turf   Classic   Invitational   could   be   the   confidence   builder   he   needed.   It  
came   back   with   a   very   good    o_FIG    although   there   is   some   question   as   to   the   overall   class   of  
the   field   as   this   group   has   been   taking   turns   winning   against   one   another   all   year.   He   has   paired  
wins   in   the   past   and   is   teamed   with   Castellano   who   rode   him   in   his   maiden   victory.   Has   held   his  
fitness   level   well   since   The   Turf   Classic   and   should   be   in   the   late   mix   as   a   big   square.   It   will   take  
the   best   race   of   his   life   to   win   this   but   all   indications   are   that   he   is   sitting   on   a   big   one.   Live  
longshot.    
 
(12)   CHANNEL   MAKER   (10/1)   [E/P]  
Plots   as   a   Q3   square   so   expect   him   to   be   near   the   early   pace.   His   victory   in   The   G1   Man   O’War  
is   the   type   of   performance   that   could   serve   him   well   here.   Had   the   lead   in   the   stretch   last   out   in  
The   Turf   Classic   battled   hard   with   ARKLOW   to   the   wire   and   was   outkicked   late.   He   took   last  
years   version   of   that   event   over   a   soft   turf   course   before   performing   poorly   in   last   years   BC   Turf  
at   CD.   His   runs   over   the   local   surface   at   shorter   distances   have   not   been   inspiring.   Pass.  
 
CONCLUSION  
Consider   win   bets   on    #10   OLD   PERSIAN   and   #11   ARKLOW.    Include    #9   BRICKS   and  
MORTAR   and   #6   CHANNEL   CAT    in   exotics.     Add    #1   ZULU   ALPHA    and    #7   ALOUNAK    in   the  
mix   for   a   shot   at   a   boosted   payout.  
 


