Swelling Assay for 3D Porous PEG Gels
Materials

3D Porous PEG Gels (See Formation of 3D Porous PEG Gels protocol)

PBS

ddH2O

Procedure

0. Gels should be sitting in glass vials filled with THF (for at least 3 days).

1. Decant off the THF and immediately replace with PBS.

2. Gently turn over vials so that the PBS will displace any remaining THF.  Gels should sink to the bottom of the vial.

3. Let gels sit for at least 24 hours changing the PBS periodically.

4. Tare and mass conical tubes for swollen weights.  Label each tube with a number and its corresponding mass.

5. Place four 3D porous PEG gels in each tube.

6. Mass and record the weight of each tube.

7. Obtain a small Petri dish for each conical tube and label it with the number of its corresponding conical tube.

8. Fill each Petri dish with ddH2O.

9. Transfer the gels from each conical tube to its corresponding Petri dish.

10. Let the gels sit for at least 24 hours changing water periodically.

11. Tare and mass conical tubes for drying (one for each Petri dish).  Label each tube with its mass and the number of its corresponding Petri dish.

12. Aspirate off water and carefully transfer the corresponding four gels into each conical tube.

13. Leaving the tubes open, lyophilize gels for several days.

14. After drying, record mass of conical tubes (with gels inside).
