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CAMRI will be hosting its first Data Blitz on April 6.  These sessions will provide opportunities for the 
many different investigators that use CAMRI to tell other users about their work. The goal is to foster 
collaborations between groups.  Refreshments will be provided by the host lab.
The first data blitz will be hosted by the Yau Lab on April 6 from 12-1pm in the CAMRI Conference Room.  
If you or your lab is interested in hosting a blitz, please contact Krista Runge at krunge@bcm.edu

Invitation to First CAMRI Data Blitz

Users require pilot (development) time to develop and fine tune new experiments. This must be balanced 
against CAMRI’s need for revenue. To make the pilot time system as fair and transparent as possible, 
CAMRI is moving to a policy in which pilot time is made available based on a user’s paid usage. Pilot time 
hours are available based on the amount of paid scanner time used at a ratio of 5 to 1. For every 5 hours 
of paid scanner time, the user receives one hour of pilot time. In general, existing user pilot time expires 
at the end of each fiscal year but up to 10 hours of unused pilot time can roll over to the next fiscal year. 
New users who have never before scanned at CAMRI may apply for a start-up pilot award. 
http://www.openwetware.org/wiki/CAMRI:PilotTime
Full information on pricing structure is at http://www.openwetware.org/wiki/CAMRI:Pricing

New Pilot Time Policy - Begins April 1, 2017

Jeff Yau Lab begins work on amputee study
Jeff Yau has received a grant from the Dana Foundation under 
the David Mahoney Neuroimaging Program to study cortical 
organization in amputees. The first two amputees and a 
control subject have been tested. Subjects were placed in 
CAMRI’s Prisma scanner and BOLD fMRI   data were collected. 
Amputees were instructed to move their missing ankle; the 
control subject moved his actual ankle. Brain activation maps 
(shown at right) were constructed using AFNI. Despite missing 
the limb, the amputees showed brain activation in the foot 
region of motor cortex (top two rows), the same 
neuroanatomical location as in a normal participant (bottom 
row). By characterizing brain function in individuals with limb 
loss, this research will inform novel interventions for 
rehabilitation and treating phantom limb pain.
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Muge Ozker has received a Merit Abstract Award from the Organization Human 
for Brain Mapping to attend the 2017 OHBM Annual Meeting in Vancouver, 
Canada in the amount of $2,000. Only the top rated abstracts were selected for 
this competitive award. The title of the abstract is “Electrocorticography 
Demonstrates a Special Role for Foveal Visual Cortex in Speech Perception.”  
Congratulations Muge!

Muge Ozker OHBM Poster Award
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Seminar Series Reminder:
CAMRI Seminar Series and Journal Club meets on Wednesdays from 11am – noon in the CAMRI 
Conference Room.
Updated schedule can be found on our wiki at http://openwetware.org/wiki/CAMRI:JournalClub.
March/April presenters are:
3/22/17 Bradley Voytek, University of California, San Diego. Why neural oscillations?
3/29/17 Julie Golomb, The Ohio State University
4/5/17 Marius Peelen, University of Trento
4/12/17 Christopher Honey, Johns Hopkins University
4/19/17 Marian Aly, Princeton University
4/26/17 Keith Schneider, University of Delaware

SMS (MGH WIP) is now available on Scanner 4
Scanner 4, the new Siemens Prisma, is now equipped with fMRI sequences that provide Simultaneous Multi-slice 
(SMS) acceleration, which was already available on Scanner 5. SMS provides substantial increases in slice-acquisition 
speed with only small losses in signal-to-noise ratio. Two versions of SMS are available, provided by research 
agreements with CMRR and MGH; we currently recommend the MGH version to new users of the Prisma. We have 
obtained excellent results with 3x acceleration and 2-mm cubic voxel spatial resolution, which permits whole-brain 
acquisitions every 1.25–1.5 seconds, and users can make use of this as a default fMRI acquisition strategy.
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