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PRESENTER BIOS 
 
 
Alexandra Bricklin, M.A., is a consultant, public speaker and advocate on 
behalf of people with challenging behaviors, their families, friends and 
supporters. She is the mother of Rebecca (age 24), a young adult with autism, 
and has established an incorporated Self Directed Support Corporation for her. 
That corporation is in the process of enrolling as an OBRA waiver provider. Ms. 
Bricklin is currently enrolled in St. Joseph University's post-masters certification 
program in Behavior Analysis. 
 
Rebecca Bricklin (age 24) is a graduate of Camphill Special School Beaver Run 
in Glenmoore, PA and is currently developing a customized employment micro-
business (growing and selling organic vegetables) with the support of the CAAPP 
Program (Community Autism Partnership Program). CAPP is a subsidiary of 
Devereux Cares.  Rebecca aspires to be a strong advocate for other people on 
the autism spectrum, as well as herself. 
 
Claire Maher Choutka, M.Ed., BCBA, is the Clinical Director for the Bureau of 
Autism Services in the PA Department of Public Welfare and a Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst. She received a Master's degree and teaching certification in 
special education from Lehigh University.  Claire has published peer-reviewed 
articles on functional assessment, ABA case law, family experience with autism, 
and is on the editorial board of The Journal of Positive Behavioral Interventions. 
 
Bruce Corson is employed as Operations Manager of Derek’s Dream, Inc., a 
Self Directed Support Corporation. This SDSC provides residential services as a 
“6400” licensed home to one adolescent with autism under the Consolidated 
waiver. 
 
Shiyoko Cothren, MHA, is the Program Director for the Central Region ASERT 
Center. She has a Masters in Healthcare Administration and serves as 
Operations Director for the Department of Psychiatry at Penn State Hershey. Ms. 
Cothren has responsibility for all departmental budgets, human resources and 
daily operations. With experience in basic science and clinical research, she now 
focuses on research budget activities and developing clinical programs. Ms. 
Cothren is an Instructor in Psychiatry and provides the administrative elective 
experience for the adult psychiatry residency program.    
 
 



2009 PATC Presenter Bios 2

Roy Diamond currently serves as the President of Autism Living and Working 
(ALAW), which focuses on housing, supportive services, employment and 
educational opportunities for adults with autism in Pennsylvania. Mr. Diamond's 
son, Jacob, is 17, and has autism and epilepsy. Mr. Diamond has worked for 30 
years in the arena of affordable housing financing and production. In this 
capacity, he has supported the development of over $750 million in affordable 
housing and commercial revitalization development, largely within Pennsylvania. 
He owns two businesses, Diamond & Associates, which provides real estate 
development services, and Multifamily Management Services, which provides 
property management services.  
 
Grace A. Egun, Bsc., MHSA, is a paralegal working for the Pennsylvania Health 
Law Project. She provides trainings and presentations for families and 
professionals across the state. Her work focuses on advocating on behalf of 
families of children and adults with disabilities who need help to access services, 
appeal service denials, and establish functional microboards, also referred to as 
Self Directed Support Corporations (SDSC). Ms. Egun is the mother of a man 
with developmental disabilities receiving services under the Consolidated waiver 
for whom she has established Raphegun, Inc., a SDSC. That corporation is in 
the process of negotiating a contract with the County MH/MR to become her 
son’s home and community based habilitation provider. 
 
Madeline Fonzone is the mother of a man with autism. She serves as Program 
Specialist of Nick’s Home, Inc, a Self Directed Support Corporation providing 
residential services as a “6400” licensed home to her son under the Consolidated 
waiver. 
 
David Gates, Esq., has provided legal representation to children and adults with 
ASD for nearly 20 years. He served on the PA Dept. of Public Welfare’s Autism 
Task Force and the Bureau of Autism Service’s (BAS) Autism Waiver External 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Gates is currently a member of the BAS Housing 
Options Committee and its Advisory Board.  
 
Rich Kisner is the Executive Director of the Columbia County Redevelopment 
Authority and the President of the Columbia County Housing Corporation, a 
501(c)3 non profit Community Housing Development Organization. Since joining 
the Redevelopment Authority in 1996, he has used his past experience as a 
carpenter, electrician and plumber to develop a variety of affordable housing and 
community development projects throughout Columbia County. 
 
Dave Hingsburger is the Director of Clinical and Educational Services for Vita 
Community Living Services and a primary consultant for the Sexuality Clinic at 
York Simcoe Behaviour Management Services. Hingsburger also works in 
private practice as a consultant for schools, parents and agencies in a variety of 
areas regarding service provision to people with intellectual disabilities, focusing 
primarily on problematic sexual behavior, understanding problem behavior and 
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abuse prevention. He has published over 30 books and numerous articles. 
Hingsburger earned his B.A. in psychology at the University of Victoria in British 
Columbia and his M.Ed. from the University of Toronto. 
 
Lindsay Lawer, MS, is the Project Director of the ASERT Eastern Region, 
housed at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s Center for Autism Research. Ms. 
Lawer is a Senior Research Coordinator at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Medicine, Dept. of Psychiatry, CMHPSR. Ms. Lawer has five years 
experience directing and coordinating autism-related projects, including a 
statewide census of individuals with autism, a national study examining Medicaid 
usage for children with autism, an examination of the prevalence of autism in 
adult psychiatric inpatients, efforts to examine vocational rehabilitation services 
for individuals with autism and a qualitative study to understand delays in the 
diagnosis of autism. Prior to working at the University of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
Lawer worked on autism-specific research projects at Geisinger Health System in 
the central region of the state. Ms. Lawer has a Master’s degree in Social Policy 
from the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Martin J. Lubetsky, M.D., is an Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, and the Clinical Chief of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry Services and Center for Autism and Developmental 
Disorders at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic of UPMC. He has worked in 
clinical, training, administrative, and research areas of autism and developmental 
disabilities for over twenty years.  Dr. Lubetsky was recipient of the ABOARD 
Grandin Award for Professional of the Year 2002. 
 
John J. McGonigle, Ph.D., has over 30 years of clinical experience in working 
with children, adolescence and adults with neurodevelopmental disabilities. He is 
an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Rehabilitation Science Technology at 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and Program Director for the Western 
Region ASERT in the Center for Autism and Developmental Disorders at 
Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic. Dr. McGonigle’s background education 
and training are in Child Development, Education and Behavioral Psychology. 
His areas of specialization are in the assessment and treatment of individuals 
with neurodevelopmental disabilities and neuropsychiatric disorders across the 
lifespan. He is a consultant to hospitals, schools, and community programs for 
persons with Dual Disabilities (ID/MI) and challenging behaviors. 
 
Craig Michaels, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of Educational and 
Community Programs and the Coordinator of the Graduate Programs in Special 
Education at Queens College, City University of New York. He received his Ph.D. 
in Educational Psychology and Special Education from New York University in 
1993. Dr. Michaels has been extensively published and serves on the editorial 
boards of a number of journals. In addition, he serves as an associate editor for 
Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities and Reading and 
Writing Quarterly. Dr. Michaels has served as the principal investigator and 
author of 20 government and foundation funded research projects. 
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Stacy L. Nonnemacher, Ph.D., has been involved in the field of disabilities for 
almost 15 years. She has supported students and adults in home, community, 
and school settings with a special interest in Positive Behavior Support and 
fostering self-determination. Stacy has done applied research and conducted 
trainings in both areas of interest. Currently, she consults for the Bureau of 
Autism Services in the PA Department of Public Welfare. 
 
Nina Wall-Coté, LSW, MSS, was appointed Director of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Public Welfare’s Bureau of Autism Services by the Honorable 
Estelle B. Richman, Secretary of the Department of Public Welfare. Previously, 
she served as the Director for the Department of Public Welfare's Office of 
Autism Affairs. Prior to this position, she served as co-chair of the Autism Task 
Force commissioned by Secretary Richman in July 2003.  She was a founding 
member and first President of the Pennsylvania Action Coalition for Autism 
Services (PACAS), a statewide board of regional autism advocates.  She has 
served as a Board member for Pennsylvania Protection and Advocacy, and 
served for seven years as the Information and Referral Director for the Autism 
Society of Greater Philadelphia. A graduate of Bryn Mawr College's Graduate 
School of Social Work and Social Research, Ms. Wall-Coté worked as a family, 
child and adolescent therapist with a specific focus on clinical work with families 
of children and adolescents with ASD and other behavioral health challenges. 
Ms. Wall-Coté is the parent of an 18-year-old with autism. 
 
Max Wiznitzer, Ph.D., is a child neurologist and the director of the Rainbow 
Autism Center at Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio and 
associate professor of pediatrics and neurology at Case Western Reserve 
University.  He attended Northwestern University Medical School and trained in 
pediatrics and child development at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and pediatric 
neurology at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia before completing a National 
Institutes of Health fellowship in disorders of higher cortical function in children at 
the Albert Einstein College of Medicine (Bronx, NY). His publications, national 
and international lectures, and service on regional and national committees 
reflect his longstanding interest in neurodevelopmental disabilities, including 
autism and ADHD.   


