
BUREAU OF AUTISM SERVICES, ODP, PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
    

10th Annual Pennsylvania Autism Training Conference (PATC) for Professionals 
“Delivering Autism Services in Pennsylvania: Practical Strategies & Tools” 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATION: Eden Resort Inn & Suites, 222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 

Reserve your Eden hotel room now! Eden phone: 717-569-6444 or 1-866-801-6430 

 
 

Tuesday, June 6 - Thursday, June 8, 2017 
 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE: This conference is designed to provide tools and strategies for professionals 
who work directly with individuals with autism and their families. 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Professionals looking to increase their knowledge of and/or ability to support 
individuals with autism across the spectrum and the lifespan.  
 

Tuesday: Adult Autism Program Providers Day 
Check-In/Lunch: 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Sessions: 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday: General Registration 
Check-In/Breakfast: 8:00 am - 8:45 am 
Sessions: 8:45 am - 4:30 pm 
 
Thursday: General Registration 
Check-In/Breakfast: 8:00 am - 8:45 am 
Sessions: 8:45 am - 3:00 pm  
 

TO REGISTER: 

 Login or create an account on MyODP. (To create an account go to www.myodp.org/login/index.php 
and follow the instructions.) 

 Once you are logged in, under the Trainings tab, choose All Autism Trainings. Then select 2017 PA 
Autism Training Conference (PATC).  

 You can go directly to that page with this link: www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=935 

 Next, select “Enroll me.” 
 Then choose: Click Here to Register. This link will open a new window and take you to an external 

site. 
 Once on the registration site, you will be able to choose the days and the breakout sessions you want 

to attend. 
 Payment is by credit card, or by check. 
 

NEW this year! Credit cards or checks can be used for payment. 

 

http://www.myodp.org/
http://www.myodp.org/login/index.php
http://www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=935
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REGISTRATION FEE:  
Continental breakfast, lunch and continuing education are included. 
 

6/6: NO FEE for Adult Autism Program Providers Day 
 

6/7-6/8: $100 per day, per person with advance registration (credit card or check payment only) 
 $125 per day, per person for walk-ins (credit card or check payment only, no cash) 
 
Online registration will remain open until Wed., May 31, 2017. Walk-ins are welcome but please note 
that the registration fee is lower if you pre-register online. 
 
CONFERENCE SESSION TOPICS:  
Autism Myths & Misconceptions; Employment; LGBTQ; Cyber Safety; Assessment & Treatment; 
Biofeedback for Stress Reduction; Person-Centered Care; Data Into Practice; Autism Acceptance & 
Appreciation 
 
PATC Learning Objectives: Attendees of this conference will be able to... 

1. Re-conceptualize autism from multiple perspectives;  
2. Describe strategies to foster successful relationships with partners, family members, providers 

and employers; 
3. Evaluate and utilize a variety of tools to help identify appropriate interventions for individuals 

with ASD; 
4. Implement appropriate interventions to support individuals with ASD across the lifespan and 

across the spectrum. 
 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2017: Adult Autism Program Providers Day 
 
This day is designed specifically for Adult Autism Waiver Providers and ACAP Providers, and is not 
open for general registration. 
Attendance is optional, but pre-registration is required. 
  
The content of this interactive day is designed for Direct Support Professionals and supervisors of 
agencies providing supports through the AAW and ACAP. BAS Program Providers will have an 
opportunity to participate in a facilitated check-in about programmatic changes, such as SSD, 
Employment, Periodic Risk Evaluation (PRE) and Goal Attainment Scaling (GAS). Additionally, BAS will 
provide an overview of what’s coming in terms of new and changing requirements for BAS Program 
Providers (6100 regs, SPeCTRUM course replacement). The afternoon will also include a detailed walk-
through of relevant virtual trainings and resources available through MyODP.org and the ASERT 
Resource Center. 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017: General Registration for Professionals 
 
6/7 GENERAL SESSION KEYNOTES (9:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (3 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 

 
Opening Keynote Presented by Nina Wall, Director, Bureau of Autism Services  
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Featured Keynote Presented by Nancy Minshew, M.D.  
Autism in Adults: Changing the Brain to Improve Behavior and Function 
 
In this presentation, Dr. Minshew will describe the advances in understanding cognitive, brain and 
genetic basis of autism, current key questions under investigation and the evidence that the brain in 
autism is plastic across the life span and thus responsive to treatments.  New treatments are coming to 
practice though dissemination remains an obstacle to availability.  These treatments have been 
demonstrated to not only address challenging behavior and improve function but also to change brain 
circuitry.  As a result, improvements are sustained over years.  These new interventions focus on 
learning while doing, practice in daily life and long time frames.  Direct brain stimulation approaches 
from the scalp also show considerable promise for changing treatment in the next decade.  
 
6/7 BREAKOUT SESSIONS (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) 
Conference attendees will select one session to attend. 
 
A1) An Autie's Guide to the Perplexed: Overcoming Obstacles and Challenges of Adulthood 
Presented by John Miller 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Instructional Strategies and Best Practices). 
 

Adults with autism face many obstacles to establishing stability and independence in their lives.  
Drawing on his own experiences, the presenter will explore the skills and strategies that are needed for 
a successful transition to independent adulthood. The presentation will be wide ranging, examining 
education, finding and keeping a job, making friends, relationships and managing finances.  Attendees 
will learn how, through practical steps, an individual with autism can develop the skills, tools and self-
confidence needed to succeed. 
 

A2) LGBTQ 101 Let’s Speak the Same Language 
Presented by Shana Williams 
 
This workshop will help providers to get familiar with terminology about the LGBTQ experience and the 
multiple intersected identities that influence their lives. Providers will reflect on the systemic barriers 
that are present in the lives of LGBTQ people. In addition, providers will reflect on possibilities to 
become an ally and create affirming spaces for LGBTQ people in personal and professional spaces. 
 
A3) Autism Myths & Misconceptions: Evidence from Data, Research, and Experience 
Presented by Stacy L. Nonnemacher, Ph.D. and the BAS Clinical Team 
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Autism-Specific 
Training). 

 
As the prevalence of autism continues to grow, awareness has also increased; however, misinformation 
still exists about the causes and characteristics of, and treatments for, ASD. These misconceptions limit 
the ability of professionals to effectively support someone living with autism. This training aims to debunk 
myths and misconceptions of the autism diagnosis. Based upon collective experience in supporting 
Pennsylvanians with autism, the Bureau of Autism Services will share facts and best practices as they 
relate to this population. 
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A4) The Behavioral Health Assessment and Treatment Process 
Presented by Gregory Cherpes, M.D. 
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Assessments). 

 
Improving communication with the behavioral health clinician and other medical professionals can have 
a direct impact on the quality of care an individual receives. This presentation will review components of 
behavioral health and treatment, with considerations for psychiatric assessment. Participants will gain an 
understanding of what to expect during an evaluation or follow-up appointment with a behavioral health 
clinician as well as learn effective ways of communicating information important in making treatment 
decisions. The result will be strategies to take a specialized approach and enhance professional 
competence when obtaining consultation and making referrals. 
 
 
6/7 BREAKOUT SESSIONS (2:45 PM - 4:15 PM) 
Conference attendees will select one session to attend. 
 
A5) Autism and the Myth of Normality 
Presented by John Miller 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 

 
The concept of normality disproportionately influences how we perceive people.   Too often when the 
concept of normal is applied it is used to marginalize, stereotype and even malign those who don't meet 
the standard set by society.  However, the reality is much more complicated.  Mr. Miller will show that 
the concept of normality is not only subjective, but is really non-existent.  It is influenced by many 
factors like environment, society, and locus among other factors. Participants will be taken on a journey 
of stereotypes of individuals with autism in comparison to others in society.  They will see that reality is 
quite different from our perceptions.  Qualities that are derided in people with ASD are applauded in 
neuro-typicals.  Other behaviors portrayed as autistic are not as prevalent.  Instead of attaching 
subjective labels the presenter will shatter stereotypes and portray individuals with autism as eminently 
very human. 
 
A6) An Intersectional Approach When Working with LGBTQ Clients 

Presented by Luis Ramírez, MSW 
 
Intersectionality is defined as “the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, class, 
and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as creating overlapping and 
interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage.” This workshop will help providers to gain a 
better understanding of intersectionality and social location, as well as how to use intersectionality as a 
framework to promote social justice in their practice with LGBTQ identified clients. Participants will 
explore their own identities through an activity called social location; they will explore the way their 
identities are connected with dimensions of privilege and oppression, as well as the impact of their 
social location on their practice with LGBTQ identified clients. This activity will provide attendees with an 
exercise in self-awareness of different dimensions of privilege, and provide language to engage in 
conversations around the ways that the LGBTQ identity intersects with other social identities (e.g., race, 
class, ability, immigration experience, etc.). 
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A7) Cyber Security: Tips and Tools for Using the Internet Safely 
Presented by Andrea Layton, BCBA & Sierra Brown, Ph.D., Central ASERT 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Instructional Strategies & Best Practices). 

 
Using social media and the internet is a daily occurrence for most people, but many individuals don’t 
know how to keep themselves safe while online. This presentation discusses the benefits and risks to 
using technology; how the characteristics of ASD influence online behavior; cyber security; and tips to 
increase safety awareness for yourself and the individuals you support. Attendees will also be provided 
with practical tools to teach others about online safety. 
 
A8) Biofeedback: A Mind-Body Approach for Stress Reduction 
Presented by Wanda Mandell, Psy.D.   
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Instructional 
Strategies & Best Practices or Assessments). 

 
Biofeedback is a mind-body technique that has been around 50 years, yet it remains a bit of a fuzzy 
concept for many people. Biofeedback has wide benefits, stretching from medical science to mood 
modulation to athletics. This presentation provides an introduction to the theory and technique of 
biofeedback and to the numerous modalities and devices used for stress reduction. 
 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 2017: General Registration for Professionals 
 
6/8 GENERAL SESSION: FEATURED KEYNOTE 
 
Featured Keynote Presented by Stephen Shore, Ed.D. 
From Autism Awareness to Acceptance to Appreciation: Fulfilling and Productive Lives as the Rule, 
Rather than the Exception  
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (3 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 

 
Join Stephen in his mission of improving the lives of individuals with autism through exploring the “3 A’s 
of Autism” that individuals, organizations, and even entire countries experience.  Stephen’s 
autobiographical structure incorporates the experiences of others on the autism spectrum, in making 
fulfilling and productive lives for individuals with autism the rule rather than the exception. Participants 
will be charged to reframe their thinking by moving away from deficit and disorder towards seeking 
abilities based on individual strengths. The session ends with generalizing a focus on strengths-based 
thinking to the rest of humanity – including the audience themselves. 
 
6/8 BREAKOUT SESSIONS (1:00 PM – 3:00 PM) 
These sessions are all two-hour workshops. Conference attendees will choose one session to attend. 
 
B1) Evidence-Based Pathways to Competitive Employment for Youth with Autism 
Presented by Paul Wehman, Ph.D. 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Skill Deficits).  

 
This interactive session will discuss the important challenges and needs for helping youth with autism 
transition into adulthood. Work, specifically competitive employment, is a critical mechanism for 
seamless transition from school to adulthood. In the session, Dr. Wehman describes how internships, 
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customized and supported employment, self-employment, and supported college education are 
different vehicles to independence in adulthood. Numerous streaming videos from clinical research will 
be utilized throughout this presentation. 
 
B2) Data Tracking and Insights: Options for Everyone 
Presented by Lindsay Shea, DrPH, and PJ Turcotte, Eastern ASERT 

This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Assessments).  

 
The goal of this session is to familiarize participants with publicly available data sources, and techniques 
to use that data for exploration and program planning. Participants will be given a description of 
potential data sources, which will be linked to basic techniques for analysis, and opportunities for 
comparting data across sources, including within agencies, will be described. Methods for presenting 
data effectively across audiences will also be demonstrated using an interactive format. 
 
B3) Effective Person-Centered Planning with Individuals Living with ASD 
Presented by Michael Murray, M.D., Central ASERT 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Assessments). 

 
In today’s uncertain health care environment, there is growing emphasis on value-based health care, 
particularly for chronic health concerns. By value-based health care standards, where value is defined as 
greatest personally defined outcomes obtained at lowest cost, current service delivery practices are 
achieving little value for individuals living with ASD. Improving this will require providers to learn new 
skills and embrace practice innovation. An important tool in achieving this is more impactful person-
centered planning. Experiences and initial outcomes from two ASERT projects which are striving to 
achieve greater engagement with treatment planning for adolescents and adults will be highlighted in 
this presentation. 
 
B4) Best Instructional Practices: Teaching Socially Significant Skills 
Presented by Stacy L. Nonnemacher, Ph.D. and the BAS Clinical Team 
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Instructional 
Strategies & Best Practices). 
 

In order to most effectively support individuals to build skills and be successful, it's important to develop 
good instructional plans and make instructional decisions based upon progress. This interactive 
workshop will highlight the process to prioritizing skills, developing sound instructional plans, and 
tracking and reporting on progress. Specific tools and resources will be shared that can be utilized in 
many settings and with individuals across the autism spectrum and lifespan. 
 
B5) Behavioral Assessment and Planning for Persons with ASD 
Presented by Bruce Davis, Ph.D., BCBA-D  
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Assessments). 

 
People with ASD form a group with many common characteristics, but widely divergent skills and 
abilities as well.  Valid assessment and intervention planning are needed to provide appropriate 
behavioral and mental health supports.   
 

Descriptions of behavior tell us very little about why it occurs. Challenging behavior is the final common 
pathway for a whole host of diverse factors.  Multi-Modal Assessment practices are used to explain how 
these factors merge together to cause challenging behavior in persons with ASD.   
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Multi-modal functional assessment allows for the development of individualized supports to enable 
persons with ASD to achieve and maintain a satisfying quality of life.  This presentation will identify 
general strategies to address common causes of challenging behavior, and solutions to some particularly 
difficult cases.  A list of tips for implementing behavior change plans to keep things safe and ensuring 
that the person’s rights are protected will be provided.   
 
 

REGISTRATION  
 
How do I register? 
Login or create an account on MyODP. (To create an account go to www.myodp.org/login/index.php 
and follow the instructions.) 

Once you are logged in, under the Trainings tab, choose All Autism Trainings. Then select 2017 PA 
Autism Training Conference (PATC).  

You can go directly to that page with this link: www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=935 

Next, select “Enroll me.” 

Then choose: Click Here to Register. This link will open a new window and take you to an external site. 

There you will be able to choose the days and the breakout sessions you want to attend, and pay by 
credit card, or indicate that you will be paying by check. 

 
Is there a registration deadline? 

Online registration will remain open until Wed., May 31, 2017. Walk-ins are welcome but please note 
that there is a lower rate if you pre-register online. Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Participants who register for the training but are unable to attend should contact Carmen Culver at 
cculver@columbusorg.com as soon as possible.  
 
Do I need to provide an email address when I register? 
Yes. Registration confirmation, wait list status, and additional information about the trainings will be 
sent via email through the online registration system. Email addresses will not be used for purposes 
unrelated to Bureau of Autism Services trainings. If you do not have an email address, you may provide 
one for someone who is able to receive the information on your behalf. 
 
Can I register multiple people from our agency? 
No. Registering multiple people in the online registration system is not possible. It is important 
individual staff create a unique Log-In ID and password account to access registration confirmations, 
wait list status, attendance records, certificates, continuing education documentation, and required 
evaluations. 
 
How can I verify that I have successfully registered? 
A confirmation email will be sent automatically once you've completed the registration process online. If 
you do not receive a confirmation email within a few hours of registering, you may contact Carmen 
Culver at cculver@columbusorg.com to verify your registration was completed successfully.  
 
Are you having trouble registering?  
Please contact cculver@columbusorg.com 
 

http://www.myodp.org/
http://www.myodp.org/login/index.php
http://www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=935
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
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If you need to cancel or change your registration, please contact cculver@columbusorg.com 
 
Other questions about PATC 2017? 
Please email RA-BASTrainings@pa.gov 
 
****************************************************************************** 
PAYMENT 
Participants have two options for how to pay for their registration. You may pay online using a credit 
card or you may pay by check. 

 Checks should be mailed to The Columbus Organization, ATTN: PATC, 500 East Swedesford 
Road, Suite 100, Wayne PA 19087 

 Checks sent by an agency’s accounting department must clearly note the name(s) of the 
registrant(s) for crediting payment. 

 A copy of the registration confirmation email for each registrant must be submitted along with 
payment. 

 Payments received for individuals who have not registered online will be returned. 
 
Cancellation & Refund Policy: The Bureau of Autism Services, Pennsylvania Department of Human 
Services reserves the right to cancel or postpone any course due to any unforeseen circumstances. In 
the event of cancellation or postponement, the Bureau of Autism Services will refund any registration 
fee but it is not responsible for any related costs, charges, or any expenses to participants, including 
cancellation costs incurred by airlines/travel agencies. In order to process refunds for course 
withdrawals, written notification of cancellation must be received two weeks prior to the lecture 
(subject to a service fee). No refunds will be granted thereafter. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS 
Overnight accommodations are available at the conference location. A special rate is offered for 
conference attendees, pending availability. You will need to contact the hotel directly to make a 
reservation. 
 
Eden Resort Inn & Suites (CONFERENCE SITE) 
222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 
Phone: 717-569-6444 or www.edenresort.com 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR PROFESSIONALS 
All requests for continuing education will be made onsite at the conference by turning in the 
completed PATC 2017 Attendance Verification form before leaving the training. A professional 
number or license number is required for BCBA, NBCC, and SW CEU applicants; this number must be 
included on the form, so be sure to have your number on hand at the conference.  
 
CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS: The Bureau of Autism Services is approved by the Behavior Analyst 
Certification Board (BACB) to offer continuing education for certified behavior analysts. This program is 
being offered for up to 5.5 continuing education credits. BAS maintains responsibility for the program(s). 

mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:RA-BASTrainings@pa.gov
http://www.edenresort.com/
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BCBA credits are only available to individuals who are board certified behavior analysts for the specific 
sessions noted. 
 
SOCIAL WORK (LSW/LCSW, LPC, LMFT): This program is offered for up to 14 hours of social work 
continuing education through the Bureau of Autism Services, a PA pre-approved provider of social work 
continuing education. Each contact hour is equal to 1 continuing education credit. These credit hours 
satisfy requirements for LSW/LCSW, LPC and LMFT biennial license renewal. BAS maintains responsibility 
for the program(s). 
 
COUNSELORS: The Bureau of Autism Services is an NBCC-Approved Continuing Education Provider 
(ACEP) and may offer NBCC-approved clock hours for programs that meet NBCC requirements. The ACEP 
solely is responsible for all aspects of the program. This program is being offered for up to 14 clock hours 
(1.4 CEUs). 
 
ACT 62 BEHAVIOR SPECIALIST LICENSURE Requirements: Sessions presented during this conference are 
approved by the Bureau of Autism Services to meet Act 62 Behavior Specialist Licensure Requirements. 
This program is being offered for up to 11 hours toward this requirement. Please see the individual 
session descriptions for the specific licensing requirement category or categories that each session 
qualifies toward. 
 
GENERAL TRAINING HOURS: Up to 14 general training hours will be issued to all conference attendees. 
A certificate will be available through MyODP.org for each day attended, once attendance has been 
verified. You may use this documentation as proof of attendance or when applying for other continuing 
education types independently.  
 
 

Questions about PATC 2017? 
Please email RA-BASTrainings@pa.gov 

mailto:RA-BASTrainings@pa.gov

