
BUREAU OF AUTISM SERVICES, ODP, PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
    

11th Annual Pennsylvania Autism Training Conference (PATC) 
for Professionals 
“Delivering Autism Services in Pennsylvania: Practical Strategies & Tools” 
  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCATION: Eden Resort Inn & Suites, 222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 

Reserve your Eden hotel room now! Make your reservations by phone at 1-866-801-6430 or online at 
www.edenresort.com using the Group Code 1269450. ROOMS ARE LIMITED. 

 
Tuesday, June 5 - Thursday, June 7, 2018 
 
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE: This conference is designed to provide tools and strategies for professionals 
who work directly with individuals with autism and their families. 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Professionals looking to increase their knowledge of and/or ability to support 
individuals with autism across the spectrum and the lifespan.  
 

Tuesday: Adult Autism Waiver & ACAP Pre-Conference Session 
Check-In/Lunch:  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Session:   1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday: General Conference Sessions for All Professionals 
Check-In/Breakfast: 8:00 am - 8:45 am 
Sessions:   8:45 am - 4:30 pm 
 
Thursday: General Conference Sessions for All Professionals 
Check-In/Breakfast:  8:00 am - 8:45 am 
Sessions:   8:45 am - 3:00 pm  

TO REGISTER: 
 Login or create an account on MyODP. (To create an account go to www.myodp.org/login/index.php 

and follow the instructions.) 
 Once you are logged in, under the Trainings tab, choose All Autism Trainings. Then select PA Autism 

Training Conference (PATC) 2018.  
 You can go directly to the registration page with this link: www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=1077  
 Next, select “Enroll me” 
 Then choose: Click Here to Register. This link will open a new window and take you to an external 

site. 
 There you will be able to choose the days and the breakout sessions you want to attend, and pay by 

credit card, or indicate that you will be paying by check. 

 
 
 

http://www.edenresort.com/
http://www.myodp.org/
http://www.myodp.org/login/index.php
http://www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=1077
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REGISTRATION FEE:  
Continental breakfast, lunch and continuing education are included. 
 

Online registration will remain open until Wednesday, May 30, 2018. Walk-ins will be welcomed if 
space allows, but please note that the registration fee is lower if you pre-register online. 
 

ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION RATES  
 

Tuesday, June 5, 2018 - Adult Autism Waiver & ACAP Provider Pre-Conference Session: $50 per person 
Wednesday & Thursday, June 6-7, 2018 - General Professionals: $100 per day, per person 

Special Price for AAW & ACAP providers attending all three days: $225 with advanced registration  
 

WALK-IN RATES 
 

Tuesday, June 5, 2018 - AAW & ACAP Pre-Conference Session: $75 per person 
Wednesday & Thursday, June 6-7, 2018 - General Professionals: $125 per day, per person  
 
CONFERENCE SESSION TOPICS:  
Research, Policy & Practice; Autism/Justice System; Transition to Adulthood; Cognitive Enhancement 
Therapy; Positive Behavior Support; Challenging Behaviors; Functional Behavior Assessment; Social Skills 
 
PATC Learning Objectives: Attendees of this conference will be able to... 

1. Re-conceptualize autism from multiple perspectives;  
2. Evaluate and utilize a variety of tools to help identify appropriate interventions for individuals 

with ASD; and 
3. Implement appropriate interventions to support individuals with ASD across the lifespan and 

across the spectrum. 
 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2018: Adult Autism Waiver & ACAP Provider 
Pre-Conference Session 
 
This interactive pre-conference session is designed specifically for providers supporting participants 
through the Adult Autism Waiver (AAW) and Adult Community Autism Program (ACAP), and is not 
open for general registration. 
 
This session will provide BAS Program Providers with information about new and changing requirements 
specific to AAW and ACAP providers (e.g., 6100 regs, SPeCTRUM course replacement, GAS, PRE, etc.) 
and provide an opportunity to get your questions answered. Attendees of this pre-conference session 
will get a first look at program-specific service data highlighting participant outcomes, and will 
participate in a facilitated activity regarding experiences in developing competencies to support people 
with ASD.  
 
Attendees of the pre-conference session will also have an opportunity to view a closed screening of “The 
Rain Man Effect,” a documentary designed to expose the damage incurred by misconceptions and 
prevent autism stereotypes and stigmas, especially in the field of human resources and career 
fulfillment. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2018: General Registration for Professionals 
 
6/6 GENERAL SESSION KEYNOTES (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM) 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (3 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 
 
Welcome Remarks 
Nancy Thaler, Deputy Secretary, Office of Developmental Programs 
Nina Wall, Director, Bureau of Autism Services, Office of Developmental Programs 
 
Featured Keynote Presented by Dr. Robert Schultz   
The National Research Agenda for Autism Spectrum Disorder: What We Have Learned and Where We 
are Headed 
 
This presentation will review the national research agenda for autism and recent key study findings, in 
an attempt to make our approach and our findings more accessible to families and those working with 
youth with autism in schools and behavioral intervention settings.  Topics will include basic casual 
mechanism (e.g., genetics, brain imaging), early detection and novel treatments.  Variability in outward 
manifestations of autism (i.e., autism heterogeneity) is a serious obstacle to research progress. Current 
studies using modern technology aimed at overcoming this obstacle will be described, including an 
insider’s perspective on how studies are conceived, funded and executed. 
 
6/6 BREAKOUT SESSIONS (1:00 PM – 2:30 PM and 2:45 PM – 4:15 PM) 
Conference attendees will select one session to attend during each set of concurrent sessions. 
Each session presented at 1pm will be repeated at 2:45pm.  
 
A1/A4) Cognitive Enhancement Therapy for Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Presented by Shaun M. Eack, Ph.D. 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 
 
This breakout session will introduce a new psychosocial treatment approach for adults with autism 
spectrum disorder, Cognitive Enhancement Therapy.  Information on the rationale and development of 
this treatment approach will be presented, along with emerging data from ongoing feasibility and 
clinical trial studies in adults with autism.  Attendees will learn about the practice of cognitive 
remediation and its general principles and applications, as well as its use in adult autism with Cognitive 
Enhancement Therapy.  Emerging efficacy data will be presented on the impact of this treatment 
approach on cognition, the brain, and adaptive function.  Finally, future directions for developing and 
implementing treatments to help individuals with autism succeed in adulthood will be discussed. 
 
A2/A5) Autism and the Justice System 
Presented by Kathy Hooven  
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (0.75 hours of Skill Deficits plus 0.75 hours of Autism-Specific 
Training). 
 
From 2009 to 2014, the Pennsylvania Autism Census found that the number of Pennsylvanians with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) receiving services increased from nearly 20,000 individuals to over 
55,000 individuals. The number of individuals with autism who had contact with the juvenile and 
criminal justice systems also increased. The location, the circumstances, and the outcomes are different 
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in each case, but the overarching theme across incidents is the need to train law enforcement and 
justice system professionals in how to identify and interact with individuals with autism, in order to 
improve the outcomes of those interactions. 
 
This session will provide professionals supporting individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their 
families with justice-related resources and strategies in key areas: the do’s and don’ts for a police 
interaction; how to create a PLAN (Prepare, Learn, Advise, Notify) for individuals with autism; tips on 
sharing an ASD diagnosis with law enforcement; resources available for both individuals with autism as 
well as the law enforcement community; and a comparison of data on the nature and severity of 
charges for individuals with autism in PA.  
 
A3/A6) Defining Autism: From Nonverbal to Professional Speaker 
Presented by Kerry Magro 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1.5 hours of Autism-Specific Training). 
 
In this presentation for professionals who support individuals with autism, you will hear from someone 
who was nonverbal until age 2.5, and today as an adult won a scholarship from the National Speakers 
Association to become a professional speaker. He will discuss the transition to adulthood for those with 
autism including schooling, self-advocacy, adult services, employment, defining strengths, and much 
more! 
 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018: General Registration for Professionals 
 
6/7 GENERAL SESSION KEYNOTES (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM) 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (3 hours of Assessments). 
 
Opening Remarks Presented by Stacy L. Nonnemacher, Ph.D., Clinical Director, Bureau of Autism 
Services  
 
Featured Keynote Presented by V. Mark Durand, Ph.D.  
An Optimistic Approach to Helping Individuals with Challenging Behaviors  
  
Challenging behaviors top the list of concerns for families and professionals working with individuals 
with ASD across settings. This talk will describe behavioral interventions for challenging behaviors. 
Although we have made impressive gains in helping reduce these problem behaviors, obstacles remain. 
This talk will also cover how professionals can help families and others to overcome the obstacles and 
effectively help individuals with ASD. Replacing behavior problems will be discussed along with 
strategies to help families and professionals be more effective in their efforts to support individuals with 
challenging behaviors, and how to also help themselves lead happier and less stressful lives. 
 
6/7 BREAKOUT SESSIONS (1:00 PM – 3:00 PM) 
These sessions are all two-hour workshops. Conference attendees will choose one session to attend. 
 
B1) Advanced Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) 
Presented by Stacy L. Nonnemacher, Ph.D., Amy Alford, M.Ed., BCBA, and Pamela Treadway, M.Ed. 
This session qualifies for BCBA continuing education and ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Assessments). 
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This advanced session, for those already trained and experienced in FBA, will highlight the practical 
application of the process through case examples emphasizing tools and tips that can be generalized to 
any situation in which a holistic case conceptualization is warranted. Potential process pitfalls will also 
be reviewed in an effort to control for limitations that could hinder the integrity of the process. 
 
B2) Social Skills in Everyday Life  
Presented by Michael Murray, M.D. and Sierra Brown, Ph.D., Central ASERT 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (1 hour of Instructional Strategies & Best Practices plus 1 hour of 
Skill Deficits). 
 
This interactive workshop will focus on “real world” applicability of components of the Multimedia 
Social Skills Project for Adults. Through the use of video modeling, session attendees will gain an 
understanding of basic social skills adults on the spectrum need to function successfully across a variety 
of settings. Attendees will then be guided to practice using various forms of media (e.g., TV, movies, 
YouTube) as a reference for teaching appropriate social skills to adults with autism. The workshop will 
also include video clips from past participants in the Multimedia Social Skills Project for Adults to guide 
discussion on how to provide feedback to individuals when they struggle in social situations. 
 
B3) Navigating Autism Data, Research, & Resources: Practical Strategies and Tips for Providers 
Presented by Kaitlin Koffer Miller and Paul Turcotte, Eastern ASERT 
This session qualifies for ACT 62 BSL training hours (2 hours of Instructional Strategies & Best Practices). 
 
There is a tremendous amount of information, resources, and data about autism. But how do you know 
what's correct? And how can you use this information in your role in supporting people with autism? 
This session will help you navigate the vast amount of information available about autism (online, 
publications, social media, etc.); the importance of using evidence-based and non-biased information 
and resources; and using available data sources to learn about autism and inform decision-making. The 
presenters will also interactively show resources and data sources available through the ASERT website 
(paautism.org), Statewide ASERT Resource Center, and other reputable sources. 
 
 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
How do I register? 
Login or create an account on MyODP. (To create an account go to www.myodp.org/login/index.php 
and follow the instructions.) 
Once you are logged in, under the Trainings tab, choose All Autism Trainings. Then select PA Autism 
Training Conference (PATC) 2018.  

You can go directly to the registration page with this link: www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=1077 
Next, select “Enroll me” 
Then choose: Click Here to Register. This link will open a new window and take you to an external site. 
There you will be able to choose the days and the breakout sessions you want to attend, and pay by 
credit card, or indicate that you will be paying by check. 
 

http://www.myodp.org/
http://www.myodp.org/login/index.php
http://www.myodp.org/course/view.php?id=1077
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Is there a registration deadline? 
Online registration will remain open until Wednesday, May 30, 2018. Walk-ins will be welcomed if 
space allows, but please note that there is a lower rate if you pre-register online. Registration is on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Participants who register for the training but are unable to attend should 
contact Carmen Culver at cculver@columbusorg.com as soon as possible.  
 
Do I need to provide an email address when I register? 
Yes. Registration confirmation, wait list status, and additional information about the trainings will be 
sent via email through the online registration system. Email addresses will not be used for purposes 
unrelated to Bureau of Autism Services trainings. If you do not have an email address, you may provide 
one for someone who is able to receive the information on your behalf. 
 
Can I register multiple people from our agency? 
No. Registering multiple people in the online registration system is not possible. It is important 
individual staff create a unique Log-In ID and password account to access registration confirmations, 
wait list status, attendance records, certificates, continuing education documentation, and required 
evaluations. 
 
How can I verify that I have successfully registered? 
A confirmation email will be sent automatically once you've completed the registration process online. If 
you do not receive a confirmation email within a few hours of registering, you may contact Carmen 
Culver at cculver@columbusorg.com to verify your registration was completed successfully.  
 
Are you having trouble registering?  
Please contact cculver@columbusorg.com 
 
If you need to cancel or change your registration, please contact cculver@columbusorg.com.  
 
If you registered and can no longer attend, someone else may attend in your place, but only with 
advanced notice. You must email cculver@columbusorg.com no later than 12pm on Monday, June 4, 
2018 with the name and email of your replacement. Onsite registration swaps are not possible and 
registration fees will not be refunded.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
PAYMENT 

There are two registration payment options. You may pay online using a credit card or you may pay by 
check. 
 Checks should be mailed to The Columbus Organization, ATTN: PATC, 500 East Swedesford 

Road, Suite 100, Wayne PA 19087 
 Checks sent by an agency’s accounting department must clearly note the name(s) of the 

registrant(s) for crediting payment. 
 A copy of the registration confirmation email for each registrant must be submitted along with 

payment. 
 Payments received for individuals who have not registered online will be returned. 

 
Cancellation & Refund Policy: The Bureau of Autism Services, Pennsylvania Department of Human 
Services reserves the right to cancel or postpone any course due to any unforeseen circumstances. In 

mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
mailto:cculver@columbusorg.com
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the event of cancellation or postponement, the Bureau of Autism Services will refund any registration 
fee, but it is not responsible for any related costs, charges, or any expenses to registrants, including 
cancellation costs/fees charged by hotels or airlines/travel agencies. In order to process refunds for 
course withdrawals, written notification of cancellation must be received two weeks prior to the lecture 
(subject to a service fee). No refunds will be granted thereafter. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS 

Overnight accommodations are available at the conference location. A special rate is offered for 
conference attendees, pending availability and only until May 5, 2018. You will need to contact the 
hotel directly to make a reservation. Make your reservations by phone at 1-866-801-6430 or online at 
www.edenresort.com using the Group Code 1269450. ROOMS ARE LIMITED.  
 
Eden Resort Inn & Suites (CONFERENCE SITE) 
222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR PROFESSIONALS 

All requests for continuing education will be made onsite at the conference by turning in the 
completed PATC 2018 Attendance Verification form before leaving the event. A professional number 
or license number is required for BCBA, NBCC, and Social Work CEU applicants; this number must be 
included on the form, so be sure to have your number on hand at the conference.  
 
CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS: The Bureau of Autism Services is approved by the Behavior Analyst 
Certification Board (BACB) to offer continuing education for certified behavior analysts. This program is 
being offered for up to 2.5 continuing education credits. BAS maintains responsibility for the program(s). 
BCBA credits are only available to individuals who are board certified behavior analysts for the specific 
sessions noted. 
 
SOCIAL WORK (LSW/LCSW, LPC, LMFT): This program is offered for up to 14 hours of social work 
continuing education through the Bureau of Autism Services, a PA pre-approved provider of social work 
continuing education. Each contact hour is equal to 1 continuing education credit. These credit hours 
satisfy requirements for LSW/LCSW, LPC and LMFT biennial license renewal. BAS maintains responsibility 
for the program(s). 
 
COUNSELORS: The Bureau of Autism Services is an NBCC-Approved Continuing Education Provider 
(ACEP) and may offer NBCC-approved clock hours for programs that meet NBCC requirements. The ACEP 
solely is responsible for all aspects of the program. This program is being offered for up to 14 clock hours 
(1.4 CEUs). 
 
ACT 62 BEHAVIOR SPECIALIST LICENSURE Requirements: Sessions presented during this conference are 
approved by the Bureau of Autism Services to meet Act 62 Behavior Specialist Licensure Requirements. 
This program is being offered for up to 11 hours toward this requirement. Please see the individual 
session descriptions for the specific licensing requirement category or categories that each session 
qualifies toward. 

http://www.edenresort.com/
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GENERAL TRAINING HOURS: Up to 14 general training hours will be issued to all conference attendees. 
A certificate will be available through MyODP.org for each day attended, once attendance has been 
verified. You may use this documentation as proof of attendance or when applying for other continuing 
education types independently. 


