
   

Information, 
Upcoming 
Events, and 
Training 

“Everyday Lives: 
Values in Action” 
Booklet is Online 
“Everyday Lives: Values 
in Action” will be a guide 
to ODP as it develops 
policy and designs 
programs. Providers of 
services will use the 
booklet’s 
recommendations to 
support individuals and 
their families to achieve 
an everyday life.  

 
My ODP Website 
is Online 
On October 3, 2016, 
MyODP was 
launched. ODP’s original 
website, 
odpconsulting.net will no 
longer be used.  

ODP News 

Wolf Administration Issues Recommendations to 
Help People with Disabilities Find Employment 

The Departments of Labor and Industry, Human 

Services, and Education developed a plan to make the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania a model state when it 

comes to creating a climate hospitable to workers with 

a disability. Under Governor Tom Wolf’s “Establishing 

‘Employment First’ Policy and Increasing Competitive-

Integrated Employment for Pennsylvanians with a 

Disability” competitive, integrated employment 

becomes the first consideration and preferred outcome 

of publicly funded education, training, employment, and long-term supports and 

service programs for working-age Pennsylvanians with a disability.  

Everyday Lives Conference Draws 1,607 Attendees 
More than 1,600 people attended the Everyday Lives Conference  at the Hershey 
Lodge. Speakers covered an enormous range of topics, including: technology, 
sexuality, trauma, family dynamics, employment, social capital, therapies, self-
advocacy, and housing options. Self-advocates, family members, direct support 
professionals, medical and human service professionals networked, listened, and 
learned a tremendous . Presentation materials are available for free online.  
 
Save the date! Our next Everyday Lives Conference will be January 9-11, 2018, at 
the Hershey Lodge.  

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+065-16+Everyday+Lives+Values+in+Action+Booklet+is+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+065-16+Everyday+Lives+Values+in+Action+Booklet+is+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+065-16+Everyday+Lives+Values+in+Action+Booklet+is+Available+Online.pdf
https://www.myodp.org/
https://www.myodp.org/
https://www.scribd.com/document/324113976/Establishing-Employment-First-Policy-and-Increasing-Competitive-Integrated-Employment-for-Pennsylvanians-with-a-Disability
https://www.governor.pa.gov/executive_orders/executive-order-2016-03-establishing-employment-first-policy-and-increasing-competitive-integrated-employment-for-pennsylvanians-with-a-disability/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/executive_orders/executive-order-2016-03-establishing-employment-first-policy-and-increasing-competitive-integrated-employment-for-pennsylvanians-with-a-disability/
http://tiutta.tiu11.org/edl-materials/
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Honoring Direct Support Professionals  
In September we celebrate National Direct Support Professionals Recognition Week. 
Every day these professionals assist individuals with a disability to live more independent, 
enjoyable everyday lives. We are in awe of the work they do. 

We’d like to share the stories of just a few:   

DSP Erin Miller of EHCA has a 
special bond with Resident Bill 
Melius, who joined the Albion 
Fire Department, where Miller 
is a member. Bill participates 
in drills, classes, and 
fundraisers. He has a badge 
and helmet.  

This summer they and the 
other fire fighters started 
SAFFE – Special Abilities 
Family Fun Event, an event 
designed to introduce 
individuals with disabilities to 
firefighters and their 
equipment.  

Miller has a passion for 
helping others and involving 
Bill and other people with disabilities to be involved in their communities.    

 

Keith Kirkaldy, DSP at Ken Crest for many years, bears the scars 
from the rare, aggressive cancer that nearly took his life several 
years ago.  

After many years of supporting the three men in a home in 
Philadelphia, Kirkaldy shared his cancer story with a man named 
William was diagnosed with lymphoma soon after moving to the 
home. He helped William on many cancer treatments, some 
lasting eight hours. William did not recover from cancer, but his 

family spoke of how much comfort Kirkaldy gave to William and his family.  

 

Ruth Ann Ryan, a DSP with UCP Central PA, has helped hundreds of 
people become more independent, using her own money and on 
her own time.  

She often volunteers to extend her working hours to provide either 
morning or evening respite support. She recruits volunteers and 
helps run Special Olympics bowling at a local bowling alley. She 
bought clothes for an individual who didn’t have the money. She 
regularly provides in-home companionship and respite for an 
individual whose parents need a break from caregiving. She brings meals each week for 
an individual whose mother is away. 

More DSP stories on the next page… 

 
 

Pennsylvania 
Holds Disability 
Employment 
Outreach Day 

Individuals with a disability 
are invited to an event on 
Friday, October 21 in 
Harrisburg to guide them 
in their search for 
information about civil 
service employment 
opportunities in state 
government.  

 

Free Training on 
Understanding 
Sexual Violence 
Against Individuals 
with Autism or ID 

The Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape (PCAR) has 
partnered with ODP to 
offer a free training 
opportunity at various 
places in Pennsylvania in 
October and November. 
This will provide a 
framework for 
understanding the 
challenges sexual assault 
survivors with autism and 
intellectual disabilities face 
related to sexual violence.  

 
LIHEAP Begins 
Providing Low 
Income Heating 
Assistance on 
November 1 
The 2016-17 LIHEAP 
season is scheduled to 
begin November 1, 2016. 

http://www.pahouse.com/files/Documents/2016-08-30_12-45-40__Disability_Employment_Outreach_Day.pdf
http://www.pahouse.com/files/Documents/2016-08-30_12-45-40__Disability_Employment_Outreach_Day.pdf
http://www.pahouse.com/files/Documents/2016-08-30_12-45-40__Disability_Employment_Outreach_Day.pdf
http://www.pahouse.com/files/Documents/2016-08-30_12-45-40__Disability_Employment_Outreach_Day.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ODP/SA+training+announcement.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ODP/SA+training+announcement.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ODP/SA+training+announcement.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ODP/SA+training+announcement.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ODP/SA+training+announcement.pdf
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/heatingassistanceliheap/
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Medication 
Administration 
Training Sessions 
Available  

There will be the face-to-face 
medication administration 
classroom training sessions 
scheduled for October, 
November, and December 2016.   

 

Registration is Open for 
Pennsylvania Disability 
Employment and 
Empowerment Summit 
(PADES) 

Registration has begun for the 
2016 PADES Summit in Erie on 
October 17-18 for employers, 
people with disabilities, and 
related government agencies. 

 

Provider Monitoring & 
Qualification Information and 
Changes for Fiscal Year 2016-
2017  
All administrators and staff with a 
role in the provider monitoring 
process should review all the 
resource materials.  

 

ODP’s Expectations on 
Scheduling Support Services 
Workers in Participant-
Directed Services Models  

SSWs may occasionally work more 
than 40 hours due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  

Honoring Direct Support Professionals 

Natasha Wallace, a DSP for SPIN for 16 years, she is deeply committed to 
individuals with whom she works.  

She quickly developed a special relationship with Gina and her family. Wallace 
excels in creativity and problem solving, even during challenging times. She 
helps Gina engage in meaningful activities throughout her day and to become 
more self sufficient. Wallace takes time and exceptional care to ensure Gina’s 
wants and needs are met.   

 

Residential Aide Jose 
Oquendo opened 
communication for Luis, 
an elderly Spanish-
speaking Selinsgrove 
Center resident. Oquendo 
is fluent in both Spanish 
and English, which has 
opened Luis’ contact with 
others at the center.  

Over time, Oquendo 
developed such a strong 
relationship with Luis and his family that the family asked Oquendo to visit 
them, and they say he’s like a member of the family. Last year he made sure 
that Luis was able to visit his brother before his brother died.  

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+061-16+PA+Dept+of+Human+Services+Medication+Administration+Training+Program+Scheduling+of+September+October+2016+Sessions.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+075-16+PA+Department+of+Human+Services+MedsAdmin+Scheduling+of+November+%26++December+2016+Sessions.pdf
http://www.padesummit2016.org/
http://www.padesummit2016.org/
http://www.padesummit2016.org/
http://www.padesummit2016.org/
http://www.padesummit2016.org/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+073-16+Provider+Monitoring+and+Qualification+Information+and+Changes+for+Fiscal+Year+2016-2017.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+073-16+Provider+Monitoring+and+Qualification+Information+and+Changes+for+Fiscal+Year+2016-2017.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+073-16+Provider+Monitoring+and+Qualification+Information+and+Changes+for+Fiscal+Year+2016-2017.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+073-16+Provider+Monitoring+and+Qualification+Information+and+Changes+for+Fiscal+Year+2016-2017.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+068-16+Scheduling+Support+Service+Workers+to+Work+More+Than+40+Hours+per+Week+in+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+068-16+Scheduling+Support+Service+Workers+to+Work+More+Than+40+Hours+per+Week+in+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+068-16+Scheduling+Support+Service+Workers+to+Work+More+Than+40+Hours+per+Week+in+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+068-16+Scheduling+Support+Service+Workers+to+Work+More+Than+40+Hours+per+Week+in+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
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Pennsylvania’s Community of Practice: 
Supporting Families throughout the Lifespan 

There is a national 
movement and 
synergy of supporting 
families of people 
with disabilities 
differently. The goal 
of the national 
Community of 
Practice is to 
encourage, support, 
and strengthen 
families to have 
higher expectations 
and a vision of an 
everyday life for their 
loved ones, a life rich 
with all the 
possibilities that 
everyone else envisions for themselves.  

Pennsylvania’s Community of Practice strategy is to encourage collaboration at the 
local and regional levels, embracing Pennsylvania’s character and regional traditions 
and identity. With counties bringing stakeholders together in their naturally-
connected communities, the vision is that those regional collaboratives will 
collectively discover strategies that truly support families to best nurture and 
support family members. ODP will provide more information as these collaboratives 
are launched. 

An essential part of ODP’s strategy is the PA Family Network. Twenty family 
members who are family advisors will lead workshops across the state, where 
families can learn the LifeCourse tools, develop strong visions for everyday lives for 
their family members, and learn about the various supports and resources available 
throughout the lifespan. The network will support opportunities for families to 
connect with one another.  

For more information on ODP’s initiative, to become involved, or to schedule a 
presentation, contact Nancy Richey at c-nrichey@pa.gov or 717-783-1003.  

For information on the PA Family Network, or to schedule family workshops in your 
area, contact Lisa Tesler at ltesler@visionforequality.org or call 717-233-2424 or 844
-PAFAMILY. 

CMS Quality Review 
Reports on 
Pennsylvania  are 
Online 

The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) Quality 
Review Reports for the 
Consolidated and Person/Family 
Directed Support (P/FDS) 
waivers are available online.  

 

ODP Clarifies Home and 
Community Habilitation 
and/or Companion 
Services By Relatives  
Relatives and legal guardians 

may provide Home and 

Community Habilitation and/or 

Companion Services to 

individuals enrolled in the 

Consolidated or P/FDS waiver. 

PaTTAN Assistive 

Technology Expo 
The PaTTAN Assistive 
Technology (AT) Expo features 
hand-on interactions and 
educational presentations for 
educators, families, service 
providers, and students with 
disabilities.   
The expos will be in November 
in Valley Forge, Harrisburg, and 
Cranberry-Mars. Register online 
by clicking on the name of the 
event here.  

 

ODP Reissues Requirements 
for Individual Support Plans 

ODP issued information on  
Individual Support Plans for 
individuals receiving Targeted 
Services Management, Base 
Funded Services, Consolidated 
or P/FDS Waiver Services, or 
who reside in an ICF/ID. 

http://www.supportstofamilies.org
http://www.supportstofamilies.org
http://www.lifecoursetools.com
mailto:c-nrichey@pa.gov
mailto:ltesler@visionforequality.org
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+071-16+CMS+Quality+Review+Reports+for+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+071-16+CMS+Quality+Review+Reports+for+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+071-16+CMS+Quality+Review+Reports+for+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+071-16+CMS+Quality+Review+Reports+for+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waivers+Available+Online.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+069-16+Clarifying+the+Provision+of+Home+and+Community+Habilitation+and-or+Companion+Services+by+Relatives+and+Legal+Guardians+in+the+Consolidaded+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+069-16+Clarifying+the+Provision+of+Home+and+Community+Habilitation+and-or+Companion+Services+by+Relatives+and+Legal+Guardians+in+the+Consolidaded+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+069-16+Clarifying+the+Provision+of+Home+and+Community+Habilitation+and-or+Companion+Services+by+Relatives+and+Legal+Guardians+in+the+Consolidaded+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+069-16+Clarifying+the+Provision+of+Home+and+Community+Habilitation+and-or+Companion+Services+by+Relatives+and+Legal+Guardians+in+the+Consolidaded+and+PFDS+Waivers.pdf
http://www.pattan.net/category/Training/Calendar/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/publications/bulletinsearch/bulletinselected/index.htm?bn=00-16-06&o=N&po=ODP&id=09/16/2016
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/publications/bulletinsearch/bulletinselected/index.htm?bn=00-16-06&o=N&po=ODP&id=09/16/2016
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DHS Announces 
Winners of Art Contest 
for People with a 
Disability 
Winners of Art: The Universal 
Language art contest were 
honored during a ceremony 
and exhibit in the Capitol 
Rotunda.  
 

 

Providers Can Submit 
Cost Reports  

ODP cost report website is 

accepting cost report 

submissions for Year 9 

(2015/2016). Waiver 

Residential Service Provider 

Staff instructions are here.  

 

College of Direct Support 
User Group Meeting on 
October 11 

CDS will hold a meeting for 
anyone interested in 
learning how to add unique 
and specific content to 
enhance their utilization of 
CDS. Register here.  

Cori’s Place Board Member and 
Attendee Create Children’s Book  

 
Rachel Pugh and Matt Mitkowski created 
“Just Have to Be Me,” a children’s book 
celebrating differences.  

Mitkowski, the illustrator, receives 
support from Cori’s Place in Luzerne 
County. Pugh, the writer,  is a board 
member there.  

Proceeds from the book  will help pay for 
field trips and other activities for 
individuals who attend Cori’s Place. 

“Just Have to Be Me” is available online and at stores in Luzerne County listed on 
the book’s Facebook page. 
 

ODP Waiver Renewals Update 
The Consolidated and Person/Family Directed Supports waivers are scheduled to be 
renewed effective July 1, 2017.  ODP is drafting both waiver applications and plans 
to release the proposed changes for  official public comment from November 
through mid-December. 

The waiver changes are based on years of research and dialogue with people who 
receive services, family members, advocates, providers, support coordinators, 
administrative entities and other stakeholders, as well as analysis of data.  

In addition to webinars scheduled to review the draft waiver applications and 
receive public comments, ODP will hold three introductory webinars in late October 
– early November prior to the start of the official public comment period to 
summarize planned changes and allow time for questions and answers.   

Stay tuned for the ODP announcements about the upcoming webinars.  

We’d love to hear from 
you. Email us at: 

dfishlock@pa.gov with 
news or suggestions! 

National Institute of Mental Health Announces 
Autism Research Grants 

The National Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) has released three Funding 
Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) to 
support research designed to elucidate the 

etiology, epidemiology, diagnosis, treatment, and optimal means of service 
delivery in relation to Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

Deadlines are in early October.  

The full announcements are available at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-
files/PA-16-388.html; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-387.html; 
and http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-386.html.  

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/artcontest/2016artshowwinners/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/artcontest/2016artshowwinners/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/artcontest/2016artshowwinners/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/artcontest/2016artshowwinners/index.htm
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+067-16+ODP+Year+9+Cost+Report+Website+is+Now+Available++User+Account+Request+Form+and+Desk+Review+Assignment+Mapping.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+067-16+ODP+Year+9+Cost+Report+Website+is+Now+Available++User+Account+Request+Form+and+Desk+Review+Assignment+Mapping.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+058-16+ODP+Year+9+Cost+Report+Instructions+and+Excel+Template+for+Waiver+Residential+Service+Provider+Staff+.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/cds/
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/cds/
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/cds/
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/cds/
https://justhavetobeme.ecwid.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JustHaveToBeMe/
mailto:dfishlock@pa.gov
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-388.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-388.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-387.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-16-386.html
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/index.shtml

