
 

 

 

   

Information, 
Upcoming Events, 
and Training 

 

Governor Wolf 
Clarifies Role of 
Direct Care Workers 

The Wolf Administration issued 
a policy clarification on the role 
of direct care workers including 
personal attendants and other 
household aides who enable 
individuals with disabilities to 
live more independently.  

 

ODP Expands FAQ on 
Targeted Services 
Management 

ODP has updated and 
expanded a Frequently Asked 
Questions document called 
“Targeted Services 
Management for Individuals 
with an Intellectual Disability.” 

 

Please send suggestions or 
questions for ODP News to RA-
PWODP_OUTREACH@pa.gov 

ODP News 
December 2016 

ODP to Release Everyday Lives Strategies 
and Performance Measures 

The Everyday Lives - Values in Action booklet, developed by ODP’s Information 
Sharing and Advisory Committee (ISAC) and published in 2016, included 13 
recommendations to achieve the vision in Everyday Lives. ISAC members working 
with ODP in the role of ODP’s Stakeholder Quality Council, have followed up the 
recommendations with a set of strategies and performance measures.  

ODP will be posting “Everyday Lives: Values in Action— Information Sharing and 
Advisory Committee Recommendations, Strategies, and Performance Measures” 
shortly on MyOPD.org.  

In the years going forward, the ISAC will continue to serve as the entity that 
provides sustained, shared leadership and a platform for collaborative strategic 
thinking for the ODP system. Strategies will continue to evolve as counties, support 
coordinators, service providers, advocates, and others work in partnership to 

improve services.  

Quality Improvement 
Framework                  

Using a quality improvement 
framework, we will utilize 
quantitative and qualitative 
measures to gauge our 
progress and continue to 
plan improvements in the 
system. 

ODP, ISAC members, and 
local quality councils will use 

these performance measures to gauge progress toward fully implementing the 
recommendations. 

Together we will plan, implement, assess whether we have achieved the outcomes 
we intended, make changes as needed, and finally imbed successful practices in the 
system. 

Register for MyODP for Updates and 
Training Information  
Register on MyODP.org for updates on communications and 
trainings. ODP’s original website, odpconsulting.net is no 
longer used.  

http://dhs.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/document/c_251202.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+094-16+Policy+Clarification+Surrounding+the+Role+of+Direct+Care+Workers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/TCM+FAQ/ODPANN+047-16+REISSUE++Frequently+Asked+Questions+FAQ+Targeted+Servive+Management+Bulletin.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/TCM+FAQ/ODPANN+047-16+REISSUE++Frequently+Asked+Questions+FAQ+Targeted+Servive+Management+Bulletin.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/TCM+FAQ/ODPANN+047-16+REISSUE++Frequently+Asked+Questions+FAQ+Targeted+Servive+Management+Bulletin.pdf
mailto:RA-PWODP_OUTREACH@pa.gov
mailto:RA-PWODP_OUTREACH@pa.gov
https://www.myodp.org/
https://www.myodp.org/
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GAO Roundtable 
Discusses 
Transition for 
Autistic Youth 
The federal Government 
Accountability Office released 
a report on the results of a 
roundtable discussion on the 
needs of transition-age autistic 
youth.   

 

SCOTUS Hears Case on 
IDD and the Death 
Penalty 

In early December, the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States (SCOTUS) heard 
arguments in a case that raises 
the issue of whether it violates 
the Eighth Amendment and 
the Court’s previous decisions 
to prohibit the use of current 
medical standards on 
intellectual disability, and 
require the use of outdated 
medical standards, in 
determining whether an 
individual may be subject to 
the death penalty.  

 

Webinar Teaches 
Essentials of  Provider 
Transformation 

Provider agencies across the 
country are transitioning from 
segregated sheltered 
workshop options to 
supporting integrated 
community careers for people 
with disabilities. The Institute 
for Community Inclusion at the 
University of Massachusetts is 
presenting a webinar that will 
cover six characteristics 
essential for provider 
transformation.  

Pennsylvania Artist’s Flower Painting 
Chosen for NASDDDS’ Annual Report 
Congratulations to Kristina Martin!  

The National Association of State 
Directors of Developmental 
Disabilities Services (NASDDDS) 
chose Kristina’s “Dahlia” for the 
cover of the association’s 2016 
annual report.  

Kristina is an 
enthusiastic artist, 
always willing to try 
new techniques and 
combine her ideas 
with the instructors’ 
suggestions. She 
paints at the Heart 
Gallery in Lancaster, 
PA.  

Since Kristina lives on a farm, she 
often chooses to paint farm 
animals, and her “Cool Cow” 
watercolor won 1st place in the 2014 statewide Art: The Universal Language art 
contest. Kristina is very proud of her artwork and loves to share her completed 
paintings with her family. 

Families and Individuals Can Access 
Educational Content on the College of Direct 

Support Website for Free 
The College of Direct Support (CDS) is a national, web-based curriculum that 
supports core competencies determined by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) to advance service provision, facilitate continuous quality 
improvement, and promote best practices in community-based Long-term Support 
Services. 

ODP provides free access to CDS for individuals receiving supports from ODP, 
those they employ, family members, and caregivers. Service provider 
organizations will be charged a fee for learner administration rights.  

After December 30, 2016, ODP will no longer offer access to the PA Academy, but 
access to CDS will continue.  

 

Wolf Administration Launches PA Long-Term Care Council  

On behalf of Governor Tom Wolf, the Pennsylvania Department of Aging 
announced appointments to the Pennsylvania Long-Term Care Council, a 35-
member body charged with making recommendations on regulations, licensure, 
financing, or any other responsibilities of the departments and agencies that 
relate to the commonwealth’s long-term services and supports system.  

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-109
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-109
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-109
http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/moore-v-texas/
https://events-na11.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1325063098/en/events/event/shared/1413246572/event_landing.html?sco-id=1566755101&_charset_=utf-8
http://www.nasddds.org/about-nasddds/annual-reports/
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/cds/
http://www.temple.edu/instituteondisabilities/news/topstories/201605/cds201605.shtml#.WD8-aK0zWHs
http://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/aging_details.aspx?newsid=134


ODP Announcement 
Explains New ISP 
Employment Questions  

ODP added six employment 
questions to the Supports 
Coordination: Individual Support 
Plan Monitoring Tool. The questions 
support the Employment First 
Executive Order: 

 Is the individual working in a 
competitive integrated job?  

 How many competitive 
integrated jobs?  

 Is the individual self-employed?  

 Estimated average hours worked 
per typical work week.  

 Job Type  

 Does the individual receive paid 
benefits?  

 

Federal Government Issues 
Fair Housing Act Guidance 

The U.S. Department of Justice and 
the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development issued a 
document that includes clarifications 
of state and local government 
responsibilities to individuals with a 
disability under the Fair Housing Act. 
The article addresses housing 
discrimination in general, but much 
of the focus is on individuals with a 
disability.  

 

ODP Posts Year 9 Transportation 
Cost Report Materials 

Year 9 transportation cost report 
instructions and template have 
been added to MyODP.org and are 
similar to the previous year’s 
materials. ODP encourages 
providers to review the entire 
instructions document to ensure 
they understand the requirements. 

#ASDNext Project Connects Teens 
and Young Adults with Autism to 
Social Events, Art, Blogs 
#ASDNext from the ASERT Collaborative focuses on transition-age teens and 
young adults with autism. This project combines an interactive website along 
with social media accounts to engage and connect individuals with autism to 
each other, the community, and resources.  

#ASDNext has lots of resources to help individuals, family members, and 
professionals navigate the complex transition to adulthood. However, 
#ASDNext takes it a step further, including a social events calendar, blogs by 
young adults with autism, and an interactive gallery of artwork and stories 
by teens and young adults on the spectrum. Individuals can submit their own 
works of art or stories to be shared on the website, and can leave 
comments, questions, or suggestions on the blogs and artwork featured on 
the website. 

 In addition to the website, there is a Twitter account (ASERT_ASDNext), 

Facebook account (ASERT ASDNext), Instagram (asert_asdnext) and LinkedIn 

group. The goal 

is to develop an 

interactive 

community 

where teens and 

young adults can 

connect with 

each other and 

to valuable  

information and 

resources.  

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+088-16+Individual+Monitoring+Tool+Clarification+of+the+New+Employment+Questions.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+088-16+Individual+Monitoring+Tool+Clarification+of+the+New+Employment+Questions.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/crt/page/file/909956/download
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+098-16+Office+of+Developmental+Programs+Cost+Report+Information+for+Waiver+Transportation+Providers.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+098-16+Office+of+Developmental+Programs+Cost+Report+Information+for+Waiver+Transportation+Providers.pdf
http://www.paautism.org/transitionagecommunication
http://www.paautism.org/Search-Results/Search-Results?searching=%23asdnext
https://twitter.com/ASERT_asdnext
https://www.facebook.com/ASDNext/
https://www.instagram.com/asert_asdnext/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8504002
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8504002
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PA Department of 
Health Offers Free or 
Low-Cost Flu Shots  

Pennsylvania Department of 
Health is still offering flu vaccine 
clinics in some areas.   

Adults and children who meet 
the requirements for the 
vaccine clinics must call 1-877-
PA-HEALTH (1-877-724-3258) to 
schedule an appointment. A 
parent/legal guardian must 
accompany children who are 
receiving the flu vaccination.  

 

 

Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 
Will Increase in 2017 

The federal SSI payment will 
increase beginning January 
2017. There is no anticipated 
increase in the State 
Supplementary Payment (SSP) 
for 2017. 

SSI is a federal income 
supplement program that 
helps an adult or child who is 
aged, blind, or disabled and 
who has little or no income. It 
provides cash to meet basic 
needs for food, clothing, and 
shelter.  

Public Can See Webinars, Comment 
on Proposed ODP Waiver Changes 
The Office of Developmental Programs has made 
significant proposed changes to the Consolidated and 
Person/Family Directed Support Waivers in 
preparation for the waiver renewals in July 2017.            

The proposed renewals to Appendices A through H  
of the Consolidated and Person/Family Directed 
Support (P/FDS) waivers are available for public 
review and comment. There is a 45-day public 
comment period on the information proposed in Appendices A through H 
that ends on January 17, 2017.  

ODP will also hold three webinars to receive comments on the proposed 
renewals of the Consolidated and P/FDS Waivers: 

 January 12, 2017 from 1 to 4 p.m.  

 January 13, 2017 from 9 a.m. to noon. 

 January 17, 2017 from 1 to 4 p.m.  

The proposed changes include:  

 Expand the target group to the following:  

 People with a diagnosis of autism who do not have an intellectual 
disability.  

 Children under eight years of age who have a developmental disability 
with a high probability of resulting in an intellectual disability or autism.  

 Children under three years of age with an intellectual disability.  

 Add new services and revise existing services to expand opportunities for 
community living, to promote community integration, and to increase 
supports to families.   

 Enhance participant-centered service planning and delivery.  

Changes 

Ahead 

PA Autonomous Vehicles Task Force 
Releases Safety Recommendations  
The state's Autonomous Vehicles Testing Policy Task Force has created 
recommendations for developing policies to oversee testing of highly 
automated vehicles (HAVs).  
 

The public is encouraged to review the policy (PDF).  The task force's final 
recommendations will be posted on the PennDOT 
website, www.penndot.gov. Through January 12, 2017, 
the public may submit feedback by emailing 
penndotav@pa.gov. 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+087-16+Supplemental+Security+Income+Increase+for+Calendar+Year+2017.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/oact/cola/SSI.html
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+095-16++Public+Comment+Opportunity+-+Appendices+A-H+of+the+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waiver+Renewals+Effective+July+1%2C+2017.pdf
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-49/2086.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol46/46-49/2086.html
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/9193340354940671748
http://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/ResearchandTesting/Pages/Autonomous-Vehicle-Task-Force.aspx
http://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/ResearchandTesting/Documents/AV%20Testing%20Policy%20DRAFT%20FINAL%20REPORT.pdf
http://www.penndot.gov
mailto:penndotav@pa.gov
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MyODP.org Contains Updates 
on Required Trainings and 
Professional Development  
 ODP has transitioned to the MyODP.org training and communication 

platform. The 2015 required trainings have been reclassified as 
professional development. Several older professional development 
trainings are being archived. 

 ODP created a comprehensive list of 2016 required SC intellectual 
disability trainings.  

 ODP has released What SCs Need to Know about the Upcoming 
Person/Family Directed Support and Consolidated Waiver Renewals. 
This is 2016 required training for SCs and SC Supervisors, but is 
accessible to anyone who is interested. 

 Introduction to LifeCourse Framework Webinar provides the 

ODP Providers Must 
Revalidate All Service 
Locations 
The Affordable Care Act requires 
that ODP providers revalidate their 
service locations to continue to be 
eligible to provide and be paid for 
services rendered. ODP will no 
longer contact providers to remind 
them of the need to revalidate. 
Providers are encouraged to use the 
MA Enrolled Provider Portal Lookup 
Function to determine service 
location revalidation due dates.  

 

Temple Harrisburg 
Streamlines Medication 
Administration Training 
Program Help Desk 
Contact  

The Medication Administration 
Training Program at Temple is using 
a new Help Desk Ticketing System.  

Their goal is to make it easier to 
submit support requests to manage 
requests more efficiently. 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of 
Special Education will hold a 2016-2017 PA-COP Webinar 
Series - Unlocking Potential: Promoting Strengths and 
Inspiring Success.  
 
This webinar series will examine current effective 
practices in secondary transition for students with 
disabilities. The series of topics will address and connect 
several elements of effective transition planning, all of 
which contribute to students reaching their post-
secondary goals. Upcoming webinars include:  

 Alignment of Accommodations & Supports, 9 - 11 

a.m. January 11 

 Pre-Employment Transition Services, 2-4 p.m. 
February 8 

 Career Preparation and Work-Based Learning, 2-4 
p.m. March 16 

 Youth Development and Youth Leadership, 2-4 p.m. 
April 26  

View the training calendar then enter the date too see a 

webinar description or to register.  

PA Education Department’s Bureau of Special Education 
Holds Webinar Series on Unlocking Potential 

foundational principles and tools that 
make up the basis of the National 
Community of Practice Supporting 
Families throughout the Lifespan. 

 ODP has posted a teleconference 
recording and PowerPoint from a July 
19 information session on 
amendments to the waivers. Listening 
to the session and completing the 
certificate of completion counts as 2 
credit hours toward 2016 ODP ID SC 
required training. 

  

 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+097-16+ID+Professional+Development+Courses+on+MyODP+and+Professional+Development+Course+Being+Archived.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+096-16+REISSUE++2016+Intellectual+Disability+SC+Required+Trainings+(2).pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+096-16+REISSUE++2016+Intellectual+Disability+SC+Required+Trainings+(2).pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+092-16+What+SCs+Need+to+Know+about+the+Upcoming+PFDS+and+Consolidated+July+2017+Waiver+Renewals+2016+SC+Required+Training.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+092-16+What+SCs+Need+to+Know+about+the+Upcoming+PFDS+and+Consolidated+July+2017+Waiver+Renewals+2016+SC+Required+Training.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+091-16+Introduction+to+LifeCourse+Framework+Webinar+Posted+to+MyODP+2016+SC+Required+Training.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/Important+Information+for+ODP+Providers.pdf
https://promise.dpw.state.pa.us/portal/Default.aspx?alias=promise.dpw.state.pa.us/portal/provider&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://promise.dpw.state.pa.us/portal/Default.aspx?alias=promise.dpw.state.pa.us/portal/provider&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+089-16+New+medication+Administration+Help+Desk+Contact+Procedure+Information.pdf
http://www.pattan.net/category/Training/Calendar/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+053-16+REISSUE+CMS+Approved+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waiver+Amendments+Teleconference+Recording+and+Powerpoint.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/palms-awss3-repository/Communications/ID/2016/ODPANN+053-16+REISSUE+CMS+Approved+Consolidated+and+PFDS+Waiver+Amendments+Teleconference+Recording+and+Powerpoint.pdf

