
Homelessness: Participant is currently homeless, residing in a homeless shelter

Potential for eviction: Warning or notice given from landlord or property owner

Unsanitary living conditions: Inhabitable, structural integrity of home is compromised

Bed bugs or other pest infestations: Pest infestation that is not being mitigated, recurring infestations

Hoarding: The collecting of items presents a fire hazard, safety risk and/or health concerns

Mold infestations: Significant mold growth that poses health risk

                                                                                                                                                                                    *examples are not all-inclusive*

examples

“How do the natural supports in the
participant’s life support contribute to the
unstable living environment?"

Definition:
Participant is at

risk of or is

currently

homeless or

living in

otherwise

unstable or

unsanitary

conditions
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guiding questions & considerations

“Are there patterns to the occurrences of the
unstable living environment? Is this an
acute or chronic situation?”

If yes, has respite been explored for immediate relief?   
If respite is not available, what strategies can be
implemented immediately to assure health and safety? 
What long term mitigation is being considered?      
 (e.g.,  relocation, remediation of infestation, residential
supports, 811 housing) 
Are there any non-waiver services that can be utilized
to protect health and safety? 

“Are there immediate health and safety risks
to the participant remaining in the
environment?"

This resource provides a framework for identifying risks and considering risk
mitigation strategies to address risks.
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If yes, is the participant receiving supports and
services? And are those addressing the skill deficits?

“Are there any skill deficits that have
contributed to the current conditions?”

If yes, is the participant and/or natural support
connected with community agencies that can provide
financial assistance or other resources to help
address the needs contributing to the concerns in this
area?

“Are there any financial limitations for the
participant and/or natural supports to
adequately address the environment?”



PA Section 8 Housing:  This
housing choice voucher
assistance program can provide
low income, the working poor,
unemployed, disabled and elderly
with income based rental units. 

Financial Assistance with Housing:
This ASERT information sheet
provides resources to assist
individuals and families who may
be struggling with covering
housing costs for people who
both rent or own their home. 

HOARDING: 
Informational video on the topic of
hoarding, OCD and autism. 

PEST INFESTATIONS: 
Local Resources for Bed Bug
Assistance: United States
Environmental Protection Agency
website on the topic of bed bug
infestations and resources and
tips for getting assistance to rid
the infestation. 

MISCELLANEOUS
RESOURCES: 
COMPASS HHS Home: Landing
page for the online application
that allows Pennsylvanians to
apply for programs and benefits
such as Medical Assistance,
Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP), Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) and
Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

Pennsylvania Health and Human
Services Resource Guide:  This
online guide, is a one stop shop
for all resources offered through
the PA Health and Human
Services. 

2-1-1 United Way: Free resource
and Information hub that
connects the user with
customized health, housing, and
human services information. 

HOMELESSNESS/EVICTION:
PA Emergency Shelter Allowance:  
The Department of Human
Services offers an Emergency
Shelter Allowance, ESA, to help a
homeless or near homeless
family/individual to stop eviction
from your home/apartment or
foreclosure of your house, find a
long-term place to live, find a
short-term place to stay.

Homeless Assistance Program: 
 HAP is a county-directed
program that offers a variety of
supportive services to individuals
and families experiencing or at
risk for homelessness and who
can demonstrate that, with HAP
intervention, they will be able to
meet their basic housing needs in
the near future. 

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING AND
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
PA Housing Search:   Search tool
to help people search for housing
by topics such as rent amount,
area of interest, accessibility, or
availability to public
transportation. 

PA Housing Finance Agency:
Quick Start Housing Resources:
Find contact information, by
county, for a variety of housing
providers including housing
authority, homeless providers,
community action agencies, and
more. Click “Hot Topics” for drop
down of counties in PA.   
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https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/section_8_housing_pennsylvania.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/section_8_housing_pennsylvania.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/section_8_housing_pennsylvania.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/section_8_housing_pennsylvania.html
https://www.needhelppayingbills.com/html/section_8_housing_pennsylvania.html
https://paautism.org/resource/financial-assistance-housing-home/
http://www.parenttoparent.org/
http://www.parenttoparent.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbSjVBmsgrc
https://www.epa.gov/bedbugs/local-resources-bed-bug-assistance
https://www.epa.gov/bedbugs/local-resources-bed-bug-assistance
https://www.epa.gov/bedbugs/local-resources-bed-bug-assistance
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/compass.web/Public/CMPHome/
http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/pennsylvania-suicide-hotlines.html
http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/pennsylvania-suicide-hotlines.html
http://dvaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/PA_Health-Human_Services_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://dvaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/PA_Health-Human_Services_Resource_Guide.pdf
http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/pennsylvania-suicide-hotlines.html
http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/pennsylvania-suicide-hotlines.html
http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/pennsylvania-suicide-hotlines.html
https://www.211unitedway.org/
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Assistance/Pages/Emergency-Shelter-Allowance.aspx
https://ici.umn.edu/products/tpYWhm5tRHua0nutcqCX3Q
https://ici.umn.edu/products/tpYWhm5tRHua0nutcqCX3Q
https://www.phfa.org/mhp/section811pra/#:~:text=The%20Section%20811%20PRA%20Program%20provides%20project-based%20rental,states,%20including%20Pennsylvania,%20funding%20under%20the%20811%20Program.
https://www.phfa.org/mhp/section811pra/#:~:text=The%20Section%20811%20PRA%20Program%20provides%20project-based%20rental,states,%20including%20Pennsylvania,%20funding%20under%20the%20811%20Program.
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Other-Services/Documents/Homeless%20Assistance/Homeless%20Assistance%20Program%20Instructions%20and%20Requirements%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Other-Services/Documents/Homeless%20Assistance/Homeless%20Assistance%20Program%20Instructions%20and%20Requirements%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Other-Services/Documents/Homeless%20Assistance/Homeless%20Assistance%20Program%20Instructions%20and%20Requirements%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Other-Services/Documents/Homeless%20Assistance/Homeless%20Assistance%20Program%20Instructions%20and%20Requirements%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Other-Services/Documents/Homeless%20Assistance/Homeless%20Assistance%20Program%20Instructions%20and%20Requirements%20July%202020.pdf
http://www.pahousingsearch.com/
https://publications.ici.umn.edu/frontline-initiative/16-1/cover
https://www.phfa.org/mhp/section811pra/#:~:text=The%20Section%20811%20PRA%20Program%20provides%20project-based%20rental,states,%20including%20Pennsylvania,%20funding%20under%20the%20811%20Program.
http://phfa.org/mhp/serviceprovider/
http://phfa.org/mhp/serviceprovider/
http://phfa.org/mhp/serviceprovider/

