
Dear Parent, Teacher, Co-laborer in the Faith!

Thank you for joining us on this exciting journey to the nations! 

It has been exciting, and even a little crazy, to see how God provided the vision for Passport to the 
Nations and helped us refine the curriculum to share with others. We pray the content is life-changing for 
you and for those you teach so that it will have world-changing results! Our former pastor, David Platt, 
has prayed frequently for God to “give us the nations and do it in such a way that only He gets the glory.” 
Our hope is that God is glorified in this material. We believe that God will change the world through 
children who understand more about the unreached people in our world and dare to invest 
themselves in reaching others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I. PURPOSE
This is not meant to be just a “How To” manual, but also a “Why To” manual. You may be asking if 
there is really a need for a curriculum like Passport. We answer with a resounding “Yes!” The 
purpose of Passport is to lay a foundation for children to understand the Biblical mission of 
the Church - to go make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20) and to reveal every 
believer’s responsibility in that mission. Early in Pastor David’s leadership of our church, he laid 
out three priorities for believers based on the example of the New Testament church: missions, small 
groups, and worship: Missions—taking the good news of Jesus Christ to the lost—is the Biblical 
mandate and privilege of the Church; small groups are the context for community and accountability 
for believers as they live out this mission; and worship is putting a central focus on the Living God that 
fuels the mission. As a result of these truths, Passport to the Nations was created to meet the need 
for intentional teaching and training in the area of missions.

II.   VISION
Two simple words are the bedrock of this curriculum: EXPOSE and INSPIRE. By exposing children to 
the people and places of the world, they become familiar. Names, faces and experiences are 
connected in the hearts and minds of God’s people: those who were once unknown become known 
and this leads to… being inspired to do something—to love the people of the world, to have 
compassion for the needs of the world, and to answer the call to take the gospel to the world. We 
believe it is possible for God to use this curriculum to produce a generation that is geographically and 
missionally literate for the purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission.
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III.  SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Passport to the Nations is a comprehensive curriculum spanning six years. Each year, the focus is on 
one of the six inhabited continents of the world.  The curriculum is taught in a cyclical, repetitive 
nature.  The beauty of this process is that it creates continuity for leaders and students.  On the other 
hand, variety stems from the fact that a different continent, with its diverse people and places, is 
being studied every year.  So it’s the best of both worlds: comfort and repetition through the cyclical 
nature of the curriculum plus diversity and interest through the varied nature of the content.  Another 
substantial benefit is that the material for each year does not build upon previous years. This allows 
each of the six continent-based units to be taught in any order. The chart below shows all six units:

IV. CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Under the umbrella of the six years of the Passport to the Nations content, Passport Adventure Clubs 
are perfect for use during a school year, specifically in a homeschool, co-op or Christian school 
setting.  Passport Adventure Clubs were birthed out of the idea that “following God is an adventure…
an adventure that matters for eternity.”  While we hope to share with kids a God-sized vision for 
spreading the gospel to all nations, we want to do it in a fun, engaging, and age-appropriate way that 
helps kids really connect with the information.

Thirty-two lessons are provided with each year of curriculum to coincide with a typical school 
schedule (16 weeks for each semester).  The weekly teaching cycle is the same for each semester 
based on one of five topics. The lesson topic is indicated by an enlarged graphic at the top of each 
page in a lesson.  A short synopsis of each of these sections in the curriculum is listed below:

Map-It (4 weeks) – This section will focus on the geography of the continent that the 
children are studying.  At the beginning of each year, students will construct and paint 
a Model Magic map to become familiar with the continent.  Additionally, the children 
will also participate in engaging and interactive games and activities to help solidify 
the geography of the region.  You can’t go to the nations if you don’t know who and 
where the nations are!

Curriculum: Semester 1 Semester 2

Passport to Latin America Central America South America

Passport to Africa Northern Africa Sub-Saharan Africa

Passport to Asia 1 Middle East and Central Asia South Asia

Passport to Asia 2 East Asia SE Asia

Passport to Europe Western Europe Eastern Europe

Passport to Oceania/
Passport to North America

Australia and Oceania North America
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God is Creator (3 weeks) – This section of Passport to the Nations will focus on the 
people, animals and physical features God created in the particular region that is 
being studied.  This will occur through interactive activities, art projects, and games. 

God is Provider (3 weeks) – The Provider section of Passport will offer students 
opportunities to experience food, clothes and shelter from other lands.  This section 
will push kids out of their comfort zones a bit and challenge them with some “mission 
trip eating”! Students will see how God uses the church to provide for the needs of 
the world – not for humanitarian reasons, but in order that “his name may be known 
on earth, his salvation among all nations.” Psalm 67:2 

 
God is Ruler (3 weeks) – During each week of the Ruler section, the predominant 
religion of the continent or region will be explored and discussed.  The foundation for 
the discussion will be based on information found in Window on the World, a child-
friendly guide to the people and religions of the world.  Students will learn the main 
tenets of each religion, as well as how Christianity supremely speaks to these issues.  
Specifically, the focus will be on unreached people groups or countries.
 

God is Savior – The theme verse for the God is Savior section is Romans 10:15 
which says, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.”  Various 
missionaries will be studied using excerpts from the book, Missionary Stories with the 
Millers. As students hear engaging and adventurous missionary stories, they will 
learn how God used them to bring the Good News to the people they served. 
“Beautiful Feet” icons, or missionary footprints, will be utilized to illustrate how these 
missionaries “walked” out their faith.

The continuity of this cycle allows teachers to develop a rhythm in the lesson format 
and makes the transition easier for those who teach subsequent years.

One and a half hours of content are provided each week. Within each of these lessons, there are 
multiple activities that make up this time frame and support the theme of the lesson.  These activities 
include the Share the Word section, music, geography, prayer, etc.  These sections are clearly 
marked with a corresponding icon (making them easy to identify) and can be used in an a-la-carte 
fashion.  Since each of these sections is marked with a suggested teaching time, you can easily pick 
and choose the activities you would like to use based on the time you have available and the goals 
for your group.  Adjust the activities as needed to create a program tailor-made for your unique 
setting.

V.   PHILOSOPHY

Setting:  Our desire was to design the curriculum to be as flexible as possible in order to meet the 
needs of as many settings as possible:

• Homeschool co-op groups, large or small, desiring to incorporate both academic and enrichment 
content

• Family small groups (adults and children) desiring to learn about the mission of the church 
together

• Christian schools desiring to improve geography skills with a goal of improving missional literacy
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• Missionaries using Passport as a missions study or geography curriculum for native children (ie. 
teaching children in Africa about their native continent through Passport to Africa)

• Homeschool families desiring to incorporate cultural and physical geography, art, and missional 
education in your studies

   Target Age:
   Passport targets elementary ages (Grades 1-6), but the curriculum is flexible with enough  
   challenging material to be used with jr. high students or a mixed group of varying ages.

Focus:
Matthew 24:14 says to take the Gospel to all nations (Greek: “ethnos”), meaning ethnicities or people 
groups.  However, presenting the material in this grouping is rather abstract for children. Therefore, 
Passport is continent-driven in its presentation of the “nations” to keep a concrete structure of 
learning that works best for children and focuses on people in the context of where they live (specific 
countries in each continent).

   Bible Version:
   Passport uses the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Bible for all Scripture passages 
   quoted.

Learning Approach:
Passport incorporates a learning approach called note-booking. Students place all their
artifacts (geography activities, art projects, scripture, mission project information) in organized 
sections of their binder each week. This allows them to take ownership of the material and to create a 
keepsake that also functions as their own personal reference book. While note-booking is not 
required, it is highly recommended as a fun, effective, and powerful learning tool.

VI. RESOURCES

Student Packet - 
***A note about student notebooks:  While student notebooks are a profitable component of this 

curriculum, it may not be practical to use them for all settings.  Note-booking works best in settings with 
consistent (maybe even required) student attendance such as school and co-op settings.  In addition, we 
have have found that it works best if students are responsible for their own notebooks and bring them to 
class each week just as they would a required textbook for a particular class.  In settings where 
attendance is voluntary and even sporadic, student notebooks would be difficult to implement and might 
even become a frustration. In these cases, teach class as is appropriate for your situation, and then just 
send home any projects created in class. 

The following items come in each Student Packet and should be placed in a 3-ring binder with a cover 
sleeve that is provided by each student.  

1. Notebook covers - place in front cover of notebook
2. Notebooks dividers (4 dividers per notebook)
3. 1 set of Student Country Cards per student** - cards come cut and stored in a plastic bag for 

safe keeping
4. Reference Maps for each continent or part of a continent - place in Geography section
5. Blue student passport books**
6. Gospel presentation booklet**
7. Memory verses page - place in Share the Word section
8. Gospel presentation script - place in Share the Word section
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**It may be helpful to require students to purchase a pencil pouch to keep in notebook.  Students should 
store student country cards, blue passport book and Gospel presentation bookletlet/activity in pencil 
pouch to aid in retention of these items.

Teachers can aid students in preparing their notebooks during class time on the first day of class. 

Supply list for students:
• 1” black or white 3 ring binder with a front clear cover 
• Pencil Bag containing pencil, glue stick, scissors, and colored pencils

Teacher Packet - includes the following content:

1. Leader’s Guide (this document!)

2. Syllabus - a quick reference for the topics and activities to be covered throughout the year

3. Weekly Lessons - 32 weekly lessons are included (16 per semester); if you find you will not 
have enough time to cover all 16 lessons, it would be beneficial at the beginning of the 
semester to glance through the lessons and choose which lessons you plan to omit.  
Conversely, if your schedule includes more than 16 weeks, you can supplement the 
curriculum with any of the following ideas:
• Add a mission project/service day.
• Plan a holiday party including food, activities, and traditions from the continent you are 

studying.
• Play geography games (included in Appendix) or stage a mock Geography Bee and ask 

questions from content learned throughout the semester.
• Include a practice day for the memory verses and Gospel presentation included in the 

curriculum.

4. Appendix - Includes important and helpful lesson resources and is found in the back of the 
manual
• Scripture Memory Verses: Includes a copy of the memory verses for the year 
• Scripture Review Games: Contains simple activities to enhance learning the memory 

verses; use one or more of these games weekly to aid students in their memorization of the 
verses used in the Gospel presentation

• Geography Review Games: Includes review games to aid in learning the various countries 
in the continent being studied

• Heads Up: ***Note - this is important as it contains a list of materials for lessons that 
need to be pre-ordered, special ordered, or ordered in quantity.***

Resource Packet - includes the following content:
• Each lesson has corresponding resources that aid in the presentation and teaching of the 

lesson.  Resources are labeled to match the lesson and order in which they are used.  For 
example, resource R-14b means that this resource is first used in Lesson 14 and is the 
second resource used in the lesson (b).

• Teacher Country Cards:  in addition, teacher country cards are included in this packet to aid 
teachers as they teach the geography of a country or lead students to pray for a particular 
country.
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VII. LESSON LOGISTICS

A few important reminders:
1. Each lesson is numbered and labeled with one of the five theme topics: Map It, God is Creator, God 

is Provider, God is Ruler, God is Savior. 
2. Icons are used to identify the various components of a lesson with approximate time assignments 

given to each of these components.
3. Lessons include 1 1/2 hours of material, but teachers can pick and choose from various activities 

based on time constraints, age group, priorities, and setting.
4. Curriculum is complemented by the Passport to the Nations website: 

passporttothenations.com. In order to simplify the written lesson, many lessons are linked to 
a blog post which has detailed photos to add clarity to a project.  Links are provided in the 
lessons as available/appropriate. Many of the activities require password access provided 
with the purchase of the curriculum.

Each lesson will contain the following:
Lesson at a Glance - Overview page with list of activities covered in that lesson

Various components of each lesson:  Each lesson will include some, but not all, of the following
activities in order to enhance the teaching of the theme topic:

Share the Word: Each year in this portion of the curriculum, students will learn 
memory verses, along with a script, that work together to support a simple Gospel 
presentation.  As students learn these materials, they will be learning the basic 
tenants of the Gospel message and how to share them with others.  By incorporating 
a different focus for each of the Gospel presentations with each year of curriculum, 
students gain a fuller understanding of the Gospel message over time.

Music: This section contains website links to suggested music/songs from the focus 
continent (often in their native language), songs with a missional message, or songs 
to help learn the geography of a continent.   

Art: Art projects include real art methods and techniques or art projects that 
represent a culturally relevant artistic expression.

Geography: Both student and teacher country cards are used to aid students in 
learning the physical geography of each country; 1-2 countries are added each week 
until all the countries have been learned. Geography Review Games are offered in 
the Appendix.  Note:  This is the easiest section to make adjustments for increasing 
or decreasing the academic content and difficulty.  Omit this section in order to 
decrease academic content; or work diligently on this section to increase academic 
difficulty level.

And….

�6

http://passporttothenations.com


Blue Student Passport Books:  The passport book is flexible and can be used to 
accomplish different purposes. For example, the book can be used with younger 
students to label each new country as they are introduced and prayed for.  Older 
students can demonstrate proficiency of the geography they have learned by using 
the blue passport book as an evaluation tool for labeling countries learned.  The 
passport book can also be used to check off mastery of each of the memory verses, 
as well as record service projects. The blue passport book is an excellent tool for 
recording the primary accomplishments of the year.

On Mission: This section will include recommended mission projects with website 
links where appropriate and available.  The goal of this section is to provide an outlet 
for serving the people of the world by giving an opportunity for students to not just 
gain head knowledge, but apply heart knowledge as well.

Pray:  This is an exciting section of the curriculum!  Students will have an opportunity 
each week to pray for the people of the focus country of the week in the geography 
section.  The website, prayercast.com, is used as a supplement to aid students in 
learning how to pray for the people of each particular country by hearing a model 
prayer by a native Christian.  By the end of the year, students will have prayed for 
the people of every country in the focus continent.  By the end of the six years 
of curriculum, students will have prayed for the people of every country in the 
world!
Note:  please preview each Prayercast video to ensure the content is appropriate for 
your group.

What You Will Need Page:  A concise list of materials and resources needed for the 
lesson are found in one location at the end of the lesson

Our Prayer:
Finally, this is our sincere prayer for each teacher and student that participates in the Passport curriculum:

May God be gracious to us, and bless us, and make His face shine upon us as we labor to learn 
and teach His mission.  May He do this so that His ways may become known on earth, His saving 

power among all nations.  
Prayer from Psalm 67:1-2

Additionally, it is our sincere prayer for the nations that:

In His name the nations will put their hope.  Matthew 12:21
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