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Lesson at a Glance

I. Share the Word: 
• Gospel Threads, page 6
• 2 Corinthians 5:7

II. God is Creator
• Animals of Sub-Saharan Africa

III.  Art:
• Safari Animals Project

IV.  Geography Review
• Country Cards: Cameroon and Central African Republic
• Geography Review Activity

V.  Pray

*What You Will Need



Lesson 23

SHARE THE WORD: (15 min.)

This is the final week for 2 Corinthians 5:7 and Page 6 of the Gospel Threads 
booklet. 

Aid students in completing their work on the memory verse for this section.  Choose 
a game from the Scripture Review Games section of the Appendix, A-3 through A-4, 
to aid students in their memorization of this verse.

Model this section of the Gospel Threads presentation using the script below.

Ask for student volunteers to model this section of the presentation for their fellow 
students.  If time permits, encourage a student volunteer to recite the presentation 
to date.

Page 6

Use a green item such as a balloon, a bandana, or a green piece of construction 
paper to represent the theme color for the day.

Green Thread:  FAITH IS NECESSARY

Faith means we TURN from our sin and TRUST in Jesus. 

If we place our faith in Jesus, we will have NEW LIFE in Christ and 
ETERNAL LIFE in heaven.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

II Corinthians 5:17

The color green represents our fourth “thread” and reminds us of the new 
life we have through Jesus Christ.

Note:  See the complete script, R-2a, in the resources.

A full layout of this presentation can be found here:
http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/

This is the last day for this passage.  Once students can demonstrate mastery of 
this verse, check it off in the Blue Student Passports.
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GOD IS CREATOR:  Animals (15 min.)

The focus in this section is on God as the Creator of the animals of Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

Note to teacher:  As you teach students about the animals of Africa, display a picture of 
each animal while you describe its unique characteristics. 

Photos of the animals can be found at the following link:
https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/

The African savanna, a large grassland area in southern Kenya and 
Tanzania, is home to some amazing and dramatic animals.  Zebras, lions, 
giraffes, elephants, cheetahs and wildebeests are just a few of the animals 
found in this region!  We are going to learn about a couple of these unique 
animals God created and what makes them special.  God has given these 
animals unique characteristics to survive, even thrive, in their environment. 

Elephant
• The elephant is the largest living land mammal in the world.

• To help with the huge size and weight of the elephant, God filled its 
large bones with sponge to make them lighter, and created the elephant 
with pads on its feet that are flat and wide to absorb shock. 

• The elephant’s ears are filled with blood vessels and are used as fans to 
keep the elephant’s body temperature down. 

• The elephant’s trunk is extremely powerful and can be used to kill with a 
single blow.  It contains approximately 40,000 muscles and ends with a 
“lip” at the end that acts as a finger, allowing the elephant to pick up 
small items.

Zebra
• A zebra is a wild horse that lives in the savannas of East Africa.  

• The zebra’s main protection from predators is camouflage.  The black 
and white stripes make it difficult to see the zebra at dawn and dusk 
when they venture out to watering holes.

• Just like no two fingerprints are the same, no two zebras’ stripes are the 
same.  Even though the stripes perform the same function of 
camouflage, they are not identical.

• Zebras have a short, stiff mane that stands up on their head and neck. 
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Cheetah
• With their long legs and streamlined bodies, cheetahs are known for 

their speed!  As the fastest land mammals in the world, they can 
accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in 3 seconds. 

• God has equipped cheetahs with several unique adaptations such as 
large lungs and a strong heart to provide more oxygen to their muscles.

• Cheetahs use their tails as a rudder to help them stay balanced as they 
make sharp turns at high speeds.

ART: (30 min.)

Safari Animals Project

A few of the amazing animals of the African Savannah have been 
highlighted:  the elephant, the zebra, and the cheetah.  The following 
projects will help students learn more deeply about these amazing animals 
by creating cool projects using the templates provided in this lesson.

Option 1:
Before class - Print animal templates on regular paper, one per student plus 
a few extras to allow for student choice.

During class -  Since each animal has its own unique skin pattern, allow 
students to choose a template and create their own skin design.  Use 
colored pencils to draw spotted cheetahs, create a unique zebra pattern, or 
find texture in the room to create leathered grey elephant skin. 

Option 2:
Before class - Purchase animal-themed scrapbooking paper or wrapping 
paper.  Cut out one of each template and trace onto the back of the 
appropriate paper (zebra pattern on zebra-print paper, elephant on gray or 
silver paper, cheetah on spotted paper)  Pre-trace enough patterns to allow 
for one per student plus extras to allow for choice.  Cut animals apart. 

During class - allow students to choose a traced animal.  Students should 
then cut around traced pattern.  Once animal is cut out, instruct students to 
paint glue onto plain side of paper and then stick animal onto a piece of 
white, colored, or textured paper or cardstock.  If desired, allow students to 
embellish cardstock by drawing elements of the animal’s habitat.

See Resource R-23c for completed sample of this project.
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Option 3:

Many cultures are familiar with and utilize festive paper chains for 
decoration.  In this project, students will create a safari animal paper chain.

This project is very fun and dramatic!  However, it is more challenging, 
especially for the younger students.  Therefore, step-by-step instructions 
with helpful photos are clearly explained at:

http://passporttothenations.com/safari-animal-paper-chain/

See Resources R-23d and R-23e for samples of completed paper chains.

GEOGRAPHY (15-20 min.)

Review the next two country cards: R-23f, Cameroon and R-23g.  Central African 
Republic. Go through the items from the “Identify” section on the back of the cards 
together, or have your students use their reference map to find and label these 
items.  In addition: use the teacher flash cards to review the countries studied to 
date and/or choose a review activity from the “Geography Games” section of the 
Appendix, A-5 for review.

PRAY (10 min.)

For Cameroon:
http://prayercast.com/cameroon.html

For Central African Republic
http://prayercast.com/central-african-republic.html 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What You Will Need Lesson 23

Share the Word:
• Gospel Threads booklet (p.1-6)
• Pencils
• Gospel Threads booklet, teacher version
• R-2a, Gospel Threads script
• Supplies for Scripture review game as needed
• http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/

God is Creator:
• https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/

Art:
Option 1:

• R-23a and R-23b, Safari Animal Templates printed on regular paper; one per student
• Colored pencils

Option 2:
• R-23a and R-23b, one each Paper Chain Templates printed on card stock and cut out
• R-23c, Completed Safari Animals sample
• Animal print scrapbooking paper or wrapping paper
• Scissors
• Glue, small paper plates and paintbrushes
• Plain, colored or textured paper or cardstock

Option 3:
• R-23a and R-23b, Paper Chain Templates printed on regular paper; one per student
• R-23d and R-23e, Paper Chain Completed Samples
• 6” X 4’ strip of animal print wrapping paper to use with selected template, one per student
• Pencils, one per student
• Scissors, one per student
• Paper clips
• http://passporttothenations.com/safari-animal-paper-chain/

Geography Review:
• Teacher Country Cards: R-23f, Cameroon, and R-23g, Central African Republic
• Student country cards, Cameroon (#37) and CAF (#38)
• Supplies for geography review activity of choice

Pray:
• http://prayercast.com/cameroon.html
• http://prayercast.com/central-african-republic.html
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