
PASSPORT TO AFRICA

LESSON 9


God is provider 

Lesson 9-�1

Lesson at a Glance

I. Share the Word: 
• Gospel Threads, page 3
• Isaiah 59:2

II. God is Provider: Clothes 

OR

III. Art: Batik - Part I

IV. Geography Review: 
• Country Cards: Chad and Sudan
• Update Blue Student Passport

V.  Pray

*What You Will Need



Lesson 9

SHARE THE WORD: (15 min.)

Continue working on Isaiah 59:2 and Page 3 of the Gospel Threads booklet.  

Choose a game from the Scripture Review Games section of the Appendix, A-3 
through A-4, to aid students in their memorization of this memory verse.

Model Page 3 of the Gospel Threads Gospel presentation for students using the 
script below:

Page 3:
Page 3 is a continuation of the Black Thread.  

Because God is holy, He cannot dwell with sin.  Because we are sinful, our 
sin causes us to be SEPARATED from God.

Students should have previously drawn a line between “GOD” and “US” to 
represent the barrier that sin creates.

“But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your 
God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not 

hear.”
Isaiah 59:2

Note:  See the complete script, R-2a, in the resources. 

A full layout of this presentation can be found here: 
http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/ 

Note:  In the interest of time, choose either the God is Provider activity OR the 
Art activity.

GOD IS PROVIDER: Clothes (15 min.)

This is a second lesson in a three-week focus of learning about God being our 
provider. Last week, we learned that God sustains us by providing food.  This week 
the focus is on God providing for us by supplying clothes for us to wear. Therefore, 
we are going to learn how people dress in various parts of Northern Africa. People in 
the world do not all dress alike. Specifically, in Africa, where you live or which tribe 
you belong to will sometimes dictate what you wear. Furthermore, the dress and 
headdress may also have historical and religious significance.
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http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/


Moroccan Fez:
The fez is worn by men in Morocco in the far North-western corner of Africa (point 
out Morocco on a map). The fez hat was named after the city in Morocco that was 
founded on the bank of the Fez River. The fez hat is a short cylinder in shape and is 
usually red with a golden tassel. In the past, it has been worn by military personnel 
as well as those who wished to identify with the Muslim faith.

Ask for a student volunteer try on and model the fez hat.

Tuareg Turbans:
Turbans are also very common in Northern Africa. The tagelmust is the turban worn 
by the Tuareg (pronounced TWAH-reg) men of the Sahara desert. Only the men 
wear a head covering among the Tuareg people. The women do not. The turban is 
very useful for a people constantly exposed to the sun and blowing sand. 

The tradition of the tagelmust (turban) for the Tuareg men began with the belief that 
the covering could ward off evil spirits. Tuareg men begin wearing the turban when 
they reach manhood. Tuareg people are sometimes referred to as the “Blue People 
of the Sahara” because their traditional robes and turbans are indigo (dark blue) in 
color and often stain their skin dark blue when the men sweat in the heat of the 
desert. The indigo turban is still used for special occasions, but the Tuareg robes 
and turbans are now very diverse in color, and generally lighter.

Ask a student to volunteer to be a Tuareg man.

Step-by-step pictures and instructions can be found here:
http://passporttothenations.com/how-to-tie-a-tuareg-tagelmust/

Berber Women:
Another group of people indigenous to northern Africa is the Berbers. Today, most 
Berber-speaking people live in Morocco, Algeria, Libya and Tunisia. Because they 
live in rural mountain regions, Berber women have more freedom than women who 
living in urban areas. One way this is expressed is that they do not have to wear a 
veil. In addition, Berber women are known for their colorful jewelry and heavy 
makeup.  

See Pinterest link above for images of Berber women.
Display pre-selected photos.

Remind students that people who look different are not “strange” but very unique 
and infinitely special to God who made them. Even though they may dress very 
differently than we do, God has met their needs by providing clothes to protect them 
from exposure to the different kinds of weather and elements. Throughout history, 
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Note to teacher: Three examples of African headdresses are provided. Images can be found on 
Pinterest at:  https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/.  
Ordering instructions for the Fez hat are found on the What You Will Need page.

http://passporttothenations.com/how-to-tie-a-tuareg-tagelmust/
https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/
https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/


God has given people the wisdom and creativity to use the fabrics and materials 
that are available for them to make clothing for themselves. This has allowed very 
unique garments, headdresses and adornments to be created all throughout Africa 
and around the world.

ART: Batik (30 min.)

Batik is an ancient art form and a methodology for dyeing fabric.   In Batik, melted 
wax is applied in intricate designs on fabric. Once the fabric is dyed, the wax is 
removed, leaving the design area the original color of the fabric. Artists in Africa and 
many other parts of the world have created beautiful batik fabrics that are unique to 
the materials, symbols, and ideas of their own culture.

In this activity, to avoid working with hot wax, crayon wax or washable glue will be 
substituted for this kid-friendly Batik project.

Version 1:

Before Class:
Copy templates R-9a and R-9b on cardstock or multimedia paper; one per student 
plus a few extras to allow for student choice.  You may also choose to Google 
“African Batik fabric” and have images available for display during class.

During Class:
1. Instruct students to use a black or white crayon to trace over the lines of the 

Batik pattern.  Students should press reasonably hard to ensure they cover the 
lines with the wax.  Help students understand that the crayon wax creates a 
layer of protection so that paint does not adhere to this area.  On a piece of Batik 
fabric, the wax would later be removed and this area would remain the color of 
the original fabric.

2. Students should then use watercolor paint to paint their Batik pattern.  Instruct 
students to attempt to paint within the lines of the template.  They may use 
one color or paint different portions of the template with different colors.  

3. When painting is complete, place names on painted Batiks and allow to dry.  
Place in plastic sleeve behind the Art section of student notebooks when dry.
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Note to Teacher: There are two versions of this project available. Version 1 is painted 
on cardstock and can be completed in one week while Version 2 is painted on fabric 
and will require two weeks to complete.  For Version 1 - simply copy the Batik 
templates on cardstock or multipurpose paper and follow the instructions below.  
Version 2 requires more preparation and is more difficult to execute, however, the 
result is a more authentic Batik experience.  Choose the version that works best for 
your particular situation.



Version 2:

For complete instructions for this project, visit:
http://passporttothenations.com/african-batik-part-1/

Before class:
Using resources R-9a and R-9b, make copies of the Batik patterns for the children 
to trace.  Copies may be printed on regular paper.

During Class:
1. Squeeze glue onto a paper plate and give each child a paintbrush to apply the 

glue. 
2. Using a pencil, write the child’s name, in small print, in the bottom corner of the 

fabric. 
3. Instruct students to choose a pattern to paint and then place the pattern under 

their piece of fabric. 
4. Students should LIGHTLY trace their desired image onto the fabric with a pencil. 
5. After their pencil drawing is complete, remove the pattern and instruct students 

to trace the lines with a paintbrush which has been dipped in glue.  Note:  Great 
care should be taken with this step.  It is important to make sure that a sufficient 
amount of glue is used to cover the outline so that the pattern is maintained.  
Conversely, instruct students not to put so much glue on the fabric that the clean 
look of the design is lost.

6. Allow glue to dry completely (at least 24 hours).

The children will complete Part 2 of this version of the Batik art project during 
Lesson 10.

GEOGRAPHY REVIEW: (15 min.)

Introduce the next 2 country cards: Djibouti (#15) and Somalia (#16). Go through the 
items from the “Identify” section on the back of the cards together, or have your 
students use their Africa Reference Map (R-1f) to find and label these items. Other 
options: you may use the teacher flash cards to review the countries studied to date 
or choose an activity from the “Geography Games” section of the Appendix.

PRAY: (15 min.)

Pray for Djibouti:
http://prayercast.com/djibouti.html

Pray for Somalia:
http://prayercast.com/somalia.html
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http://passporttothenations.com/african-batik-part-1/
http://prayercast.com/djibouti.html
http://prayercast.com/somalia.html


What You Will Need Lesson 9

Share the Word:
• Gospel Threads booklet, teacher version
• Gospel Threads, student copy
• R-2a, Gospel Threads script
• Supplies to Scripture review game as needed
• http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/

God is Provider:
Images for each form of headwear can be found here:
https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/

• Cloth for Tuareg head wrap; 3 yards of cotton, linen, or muslin; medium to dark blue if available
• Fez Hat – purchased online or at a local party store 
• https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=fez+hat

OR

Art:
Version 1:

• One template per student, R-9a or R-9b, copied on cardstock or multimedia paper
• Completed Batik samples, R-9c, R-9d
• One crayon per student
• Watercolor paints and brushes
• Cups of water
• Paper towels 

Version 2:
• One template per student, R-9a or R-9b, copied on regular paper
• Completed Batik samples,  R-9c and R-9d
• One piece of muslin per student; precut into roughly 8”x12” rectangles
• Glue
• Small paintbrush; one per student
• Paper plates or bowls for glue
• http://passporttothenations.com/african-batik-part-1/

Geography Review:
• Teacher Country Cards, R-9e and R-9f
• Colored pencils, pencils
• Supplies for geography review game as needed

Pray:
http://prayercast.com/djibouti.html
http://prayercast.com/somalia.html
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http://passporttothenations.com/gospel-threads/
https://www.pinterest.com/tamarahhorton/live-it-a-slice-of-life-in-africa/
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