
 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Course Syllabus 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Now that we’ve left behind No Child Left Behind, the Every Student Succeeds Act 
offers more flexibility and broader assessment options to measure and support school 
and student success. The new federal legislation, passed in December 2015, has 
rearranged funding frameworks that schools and districts can use to support learning 
success and assessment for all students, in ways that are appropriate, rigorous, 
adaptive, and comprehensive. This course covers all the Titles contained in the law, 
and shows how each is different from NCLB, and how each can accommodate 
students across all demographics. 

  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

I can... ISTE Teacher Standards 

demonstrate leadership and professional growth, 
and model lifelong learning, by maintaining 
expertise on current federal policy through the use 
of existing and emerging digital tools and resources 
such as online professional development courses 

Standards: 5a, 5c 

develop and demonstrate expertise in federal 
funding policy and legislative guidelines in support 
of my vision for creative application of technology to 
improve student learning 

Standards: 5a, 5b 

understand the nuances of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act in order to contribute to the 
effectiveness of my school, community, and others 
in the teaching profession 

Standards: 5c 

use digital tools and resources to maintain 
awareness of funding and support available to my 
school in support of student learning 

Standards: 5c 

cultivate my ability to contribute to the vitality and 
self-renewal of the teaching profession by 
maintaining working knowledge of current policy, 
specifically the Every Student Succeeds Act 

Standards: 5d 
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COURSE CONTENT 
 
Pre-Assessment 
 
Section 1: Introduction to ESSA 
Dr. Perez outlines the main goals of the course and provides an overview ESSA, the goals of ESSA, and the 
most important points of differentiation between ESSA and No Child Left Behind. Also included are 
resources for background and additional information. 
 
Section 2: Overview of Title Sections 
This is a high-level overview of each of the eight title sections of ESSA. Highlights of each title section 
serve as background information to help educators decide where to focus their time and energy. Additional 
resources on the title sections are available for reference.  
 
Section 3: Teacher and Leader Quality 
ESSA stresses the need for attracting, preparing, supporting and retaining high-quality teachers in all 
subject areas. This section reviews Title II’s professional development funding and requirements. Links to 
additional resources are provided. 
 
Section 4: English Learners 
English language proficiency is a focus of ESSA. Like No Child Left Behind, ESSA provides for English 
learners. However, many of the details have changed, especially the accountability requirements. The 
details can be found in the resource section.  
 
Section 5: Students with Disabilities 
ESSA has a more robust plan for addressing students with disabilities than NCLB. This section provides an 
overview of ESSA’s guidelines for these students, as well as resources to help educators learn about this 
crucial section of the bill.  
 
Section 6: Gifted and Talented 
Examine the language, provisions, and funding opportunities for gifted and talented students within ESSA. 
Dr Perez’s explanation, coupled with the additional resource links, provide a solid foundation for 
incorporating ESSA for gifted and talented instruction.  
 
Section 7: School Board Members 
School board members are key stakeholders in the education system; therefore it is crucial that they are 
familiar with ESSA’s requirements and provisions. Dr. Perez and the provided resources will aid in the 
education of these stakeholders so they can stay informed and give input on the finances, policies, and 
accountability system of the schools they serve. 
 
Section 8: Homeless Children and Youth 
Significant attention is given to homeless and highly mobile students in ESSA. To ensure greater student 
success, there are new provisions for these students, as well as guidelines for tracking their academic 
performance. The provided resources, coupled with Dr. Perez’s presentation, offer a fairly comprehensive 
look at supporting and serving this student population. 
 
Section 9: Early Childhood Education 
Collaboration among care providers is stressed in ESSA’s titles that cover early childhood education. 
Family/community engagement and parental choice are also emphasized in the various titles that cover 
preschoolers. Dr. Perez and the additional resources point to the titles and regulations that are crucial for 
this subgroup.  
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Section 10: Educational Technology 
The Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grant, blended learning, and digital learning, as they relate 
to technology, are covered in this section. Information regarding the use of funding for technology, as well 
as the use of technology for assessment and personalized learning can be found in this video and its 
accompanying resources. 
 
Section 11: Purchasing Material Takeaways 
ESSA’s sources of funding (especially Title I and Title IV) will provide schools and districts with new 
opportunities and more discretion with the sources. In this section, learn how this funding can be used for 
well rounded educational opportunities and activities to support the effective use of technology. The 
supporting resources will help fill in the details.  
 
Section 12: Parents 
Most educators know that parent engagement is critical to student success. But with ESSA, meaningful 
engagement for all parents is now required. This section and its resources outline ways to inform parents 
about student learning, while keeping them engaged in the learning process. Some of the resources in this 
section. 
 
Post-Assessment 
 
 
CONTRIBUTOR BIO 
 
Dr. Jacqueline Perez, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services at Glendale Unified School District. 
Dr. Perez grew up a working class family in Oxnard, California. Her parents instilled a strong and 
unwavering work ethic and dedication to learning and achievement. She received a BA, Biological Sciences 
and a M.Ed., Education from the University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB). She taught biology at 
Montebello High School in Los Angeles County. Although Jacqueline enjoyed teaching science to all 
students, especially at-risk and English Learners, she knew that she wanted to serve a broader purpose 
and impact systemic change. Jacqueline earned a M.A. in Educational Leadership from CSU Los Angeles. 
She left the classroom, and became a Teacher on Special Assignment, supporting teachers and delivering 
staff development. Eager for a new challenge, she left Montebello USD to be a Strategy Coach for Action 
Learning Systems (ALS), a company that focuses on professional development and educational 
improvement. She later earned her doctorate in Educational Leadership from the University of Southern 
California (USC). Jacqueline’s administrative experiences include: Assistant Principal, Curriculum 
Coordinator, High School Principal and Assistant Superintendent. Dr. Perez currently works as the 
Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services in Glendale Unified School District. 
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