
 

Advocat in g  for  a  Be t ter  A lber t a  for  A l l  

 

 

 

Public Interest Alberta 
 

Suite 604, 12323 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB, T5N 3Y5   P 780.420.0471   F 780.420.0435   

E office@pialberta.org   W www.pialberta.org 

 

 

2015 Statistics of Low-Wage Workers in Alberta 
 
Public Interest Alberta obtained the following statistics from Statistics Canada. They indicate 
the number of employed Albertans in each category for the average of the year ending June 30, 
2015. This document defines “low-wage workers” as those earning $15 per hour or less. 
 
Nearly one out of every five workers earns $15 per hour or less. 

 362,400 Albertans earn $15 per hour or less out of a total of 1,915,700 employed 
Albertans (18.9%). 

 414,100 Albertans earn $16 per hour or less (21.6%). 
 117,500 Albertans earn between $9.20 per hour and $11.20 per hour (6.1%). 

 
The majority of low-wage workers are women. 

 225,600 low-wage workers are women (62.3%). 
 73,700 women earn $11.20 per hour or less. 
 Women make up 62.7% of workers making $11.20 per hour or less. 

 
Three quarters of low-wage workers are in their prime earning years. 

 285,500 (78.8%) low wage workers are at least 20 years old. 
 68,700 (19.0%) are 20 – 24 years old.  
 130,500 (36.0%) are 25 – 44 years old.  
 86,300 (23.8%) are 45 years old or older. 

 

Edmonton Region Statistics 
 

 123,900 out of 646,100 employed Edmontonians earn $15 per hour or less (19.2%). 
 140,200 Edmontonians earn $16 per hour or less (21.7%). 
 39,700 Edmontonians earn $11.20 per hour or less (6.1%). 
 78,900 low-wage workers in Edmonton are women (63.7%). 
 25,800 women in Edmonton earn $11.20 per hour or less. 

 

Calgary Region Statistics 
 

 122,100 out of 691,100 Calgary workers earn $15 per hour or less (17.7%). 
 142,300 Calgary workers earn $16 per hour or less (20.6%). 
 37,500 Calgary workers earn $11.20 per hour or less (5.4%). 
 73,500 low-wage workers in Calgary are women (60.2%). 
 22,900 women in Calgary earn $11.20 per hour or less. 
 Women make up 61.1% of workers in Calgary making $11.20 per hour or less. 
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