
Workshop Discussions: Children and K-12 Education 

Intro with Activator: 
 She has spent 6 years working at U of A on the government, early childhood project 
 100 communities have coalitions formed to get ambassadors on the ground 
 Fox Creek, for example, has no childcare services 
 In the last 5 years, government is finally starting to pay attention to early childhood.  All 

the programs are funded until the end of June 2016 
 29% enter kindergarten are struggling, 26% don’t graduate, is there a correlation? 
 Every community has info on how their children are doing, see ECMap 
 It is easy to lose the agenda with other priorities 
 Childcare is everyone’s business 
 Early childhood development is important to the AB government 

 
What are the opportunities in this area? 

 100 Voices program designated to address issues children are facing 
 MLA lobby day in April 
 80 students in need of special services while only equipped to work with 40 
 Often wrap around services at Edmonton Catholic but are stretched to limit 
 Have to build for what is to come not just for what was or is 
 Developing aboriginal school to address needs (in Calgary) 
 There is a real opportunity to work with MLAs, sympathetic to the message 
 In CBE, looking at developing childcare centres, getting children early is important 
 Aboriginal school project with Alberta Health Services, wholistic approach 
 Aboriginal children later in life remember programs and learning that educated them 

about their culture 
 Because of history of colonization, aboriginal children have faced unique issues.  On 

reserve, children at 13 have to decide if they will stay or leave 
 Intergenerational impact of what happened  
 It takes 7 generations to see impact diminished, investment in de-stressing is critical 
 We have to remember that the brain continues to change 
 First Nations education will be major in the coming year 
 We have other issue with other children and why they are learning or not and what 

they’re learning  
 We need to keep the broad spectrum of children in mind.  Social justice education may 

be one way to engage children 
 Aspen Foundation is working to engage students in social justice issues and ensuring 

that teachers access these programs 
 Diversity training should be mandatory in our schools so that children are equipped to 

ask the tough questions.  Those who have hate and anger towards LGBTQ need a space 
to talk 

 We’re looking in to September for speech learning, early childhood is huge.  We take 
kids as early as age 2.  Funding runs out so quickly that families are left scrambling and 
struggling 



 Paper Tigers is being previewed tomorrow at Cineplex Theatre on the north side of 
Edmonton.  It deals with trauma and working with children 

 Children are amazingly resilient especially children, they need support 
 
Strategies 

 Social media is important as we saw with the success of the New Democrats 
 Connect with MLAs, they have a lot of clout, even if they are not in cabinet.  It is part of 

their mandate 
 Keep the conversation going 
 Had an MLA lobby day asking for early child education and care funding 
 Early Childhood Specialist Council: it is largest of the Councils.  100 Voices program 

which is designed to address issues children are facing.  At her school, there are 80 
children who are in need of special services while they are only equipped to handle 40 
students 

 We often wrap around services that come in to help but are stretched to the  
 


