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HISTORY OF BETHANY CHURCH 

On January 5, 1878, I) years after the end of the 

Civil War, 2) men and women gathered to organize a church. 

\fuile they had lost much ----- husbands, fathers, brothers, 

sons and most of their worldly possessions --- they had 

not lost their faith. 

In order to better understand the church's organization, 

we need to look back at the early history of the area. 

The first settlp.~s began to locate in this area as 

early as 17b4, where they found the land inhabited by 

the Creek and Cherokee Indians. According to Frary 

Elrod's Historical Notes of Jackson County, the original 

Jackson County area was the dividing line between these 

two Indian nations. 

The first settlers, so~e of whom had been given land 

grants for service in the Revolutionary War, and others 

hungry for land, came with their families to settle the 

Brockton Area. They were brave, God fearing individuals • 

. According to G. J. N. Wilson in his EarlY History of 

Jackson County, Miles Gathright, who settled on the 

Oconee River, was the first white settler in the Brockton 

area. 

Although w~ can find no record of any formal church 

organization in the Brockton area from 1784 to 1870, we 
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feel sure these early settlers worshiped their God. At 

first in forts, built to protect them from the Indians, 

who when they first came to the area, befriended them. 

However, as these early settlers began to encroach more 

and more on their l2.nd, the Ind ians became more and' more 

hostile. In addition to the hostile Indians, they were 

endangered by the wild animals of the area, the panther, 

wolf and black bear. 

~ost of the Indians were gone from Jackson County 

by 1836 when they were sent by the Federal Government 

to Oklahoma on the infamous "Trail of Tears." In the 

meantime some of the settlers, most of whom were of 

English, Scotch and Irish ancestory, with a few of 

German and French heritage, intermarried "lith the Ind ians. 

The community was named Brockton for Dr. Charles 

O. Brock, a practicing medical doctor who came to the 

area in 1880 and built a house and store building in 

which was located his general store, postoffice and 

office. The first postoffice in the ar0a was called 

Mozelle and opened June 25, 1890 and closed October 3, 

1891, with Dr. Brock as postmaster. On June 11, 1895 

the Brockton postoffice opened and operated with Dr. 

Brock as postmaster until January 31, 1902, when it 

closed. 

The first recorded religious services were held in 

the Brockton area in the schoolhouse which was built 

in 1870 on land given by J. L. Harris. Occasionally 
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preaching services were held with Rev. Billie Deavours, 

C. C. Carey, R. A. Seale and Henry Cranford doing the 

preaching. 

Those taking part in the organization of the first 

Sunday School were F. W. M. Dowdy, Joe Freeman, Dick 

England, Edd Sharp, Ezekiel Boggs and others. 

A short time before Bethany Church was organized, 

a protracted meeting was held under a brush arbor near 

the old Venable home about one mile west of the present 

. Church location. Much interest was manifested at this 

meeting and the people of the community began to advocate 

building a church. Mike Williamson proposed to give $50 

toward the erection of a building, provided five other 

men would each do the same. This amount was quickly 

subscribed by J. L. Harris, Ezekiel Doggs, Joe Freeman, 

Martin Ven~ble, and Edd Sharp. A n~~ber of others 

subscribed s~aller ~mounts either in c~sh, material or 

work. 

It was in the Harris School on January 5, 1.878, that 

Bethany Church was organized as the church building was 

unfinished. Below are the minutes of the organizational 

meeting: 

January 5, H~78 

A meeting was. held this day at Harris School House 

to organize a New Methodist Church. 

Bro. C. C. Carey, preacher in charge preaching, 

meeting was opened with a song and prayer by the preacher. 
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The following names were enrolled as members: 

Ezekiel Boggs, Eliza A. Boggs, John W. Boggs, Sallie E. 

Boggs, Jacob N. Boggs, James S. England, Joseph S. 

Freeman, Susan Free~an, Julia Fitzpatrick, Jas. L. 

Harris, Martha M. P.arris, Martha A. Potts, Joseph C. 

Sorrow and Sara E. Sorrow. 

Caroline E. Tuck, Montine Venable, Mary A. Venable, 

Lucy M. Venable, 'r';:n. E. Venable, Margaret Venable, 

Matilda Venable, B~njamin A. Wilkes and Mary L. Wilkes. 

Bro. J. L. H3rris was on motion elected Secretary, 

when the preacher pronounced the church org3nized and 

ready for business. 

On motion, th~ church was named Bethany. 

Bros. E. Boggs and J. S. Freeman were appointed 

Class leaders by the preacher in charge. 

On motion the 1st Saturday at 11 o'clock and Sunday 

following were fixed for the days of preaching. 

On motion Bro. E. Boggs '.vas appointed to assist Bro. 

Dowdy in the Sunday School. C. C. Carey, preacher; 

J. L. Harris, secretary. 

On April 28, 1878, Rev. Henry Cranford delivered the 

dedicatorial sermon in Bethany's first church building. 

It was a one room wooden structure, heated by a wood 

burning, pot bellied stove and lighted by hanging 

oil lamps until June 15, 1940 when the rural electrifica

tion act brought electricity to the area. 
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The ground on which the church stands containing approximately 

two acres was purchased from Mr. David H. Johnson for seventeen 

dollars on October 5, 1877 by payment authorized by the trustees 

of Bethany Church. *(reference page 12) The ground for the 

cemetery south of the road was given by J. L. Harris Sr., Dr. 

L. G. Hardman, Mr. John Massey and Mrs. Thelma M. Venable.
 

The ground for the cemetery north of the road was given by J. L.
 

Harris, Jr.
 

Men who have served as Sunday School superintendents are: 

F. W. M. Dowdy, Ezekial Boggs, J. L. Harris, Nat Sharp, Andy Park, 

w. N. Lemaster, G. O. Pittman (30 Years), W. H. Maley (40 years) 

Hope Harris and Luther Wilkes. 

In the summer of 1908, Rev. Gebrge D. Stone conducted a 

revival in a large tent which had been set up at the left of the 

chur~h.__ During this revival 116 people united with the church. 

Among those who joined atfuis time were Rosa Glenn and her 

sweetheart and future husband, Claude Wilkes, Rodford Wilkes 

and Harve Wilkes. Leah Kinsey Venable remembers that she and her 

future husband, Stype Venable joined atfuis time. She says they 

were both 9 years old and she remember.s that she was barefoot 

at the time she joined. It is rememb~red by thes~ stalwarts that 

all joined hands and made a circle which reached around the en

tire tent. 
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Mrs. Alice Frost of Jefferson, Ga. and Bethany 
t 

Church have something in co~~on. They are both
 

celebrating their 100th birthday this year of 1978.
 

lfss. Frost became a member of Bethany in 1902 and
 

remembers it as a vital growing church at that time.
 

Pastors who have served at Bethany and their
 

length of service is listed below:
 

Billie Deavors 1870
 

C. C. Carey 1878
 

R. A. Seale 1879-1881
 

Henry Cranford 1878
 

w. A. Farris 1881-1883
 

H. L. Bradley 1881-1883
 

J. v. ~.t!orris 188)-1886
 

Rev. Kinney 188)-1886
 

F. G. Hughes 1883-1886
 

J. M. Lowery 1887-1889
 

E. K. Aiken 1889
 

w. P. Rivers 1890
 

George F. King 1892-1894
 

J. R. Speck 1895-1896
 

J. w. Stype 1896-1898
 

H. B. Mays 1899-1900
 

H. F. Branham 1903-1906
 

w. L. Perris 1906-1907
 

B. H. Trammel 1907
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G. D. Stone 1908-1909
 
f

J. w. Bailey 1910-1913
 

Price Jackson 191)-1915
 

J. T. Sorrells 1915-1916
 

H. O. Green 1921-1922
 

\'liley Venable 1921
 

Dove McBrayer 1920
 

J. S. Askew 1920-1924
 

Jessie R. Terrell 1924
 

Ray :~. Jones 1925-1926
 

\'im. Parson 1926
 

A. J. Willingham 1927
 

J. B. Lynn 1927-1928
 

Harvey Smith 1928-1932
 

Harry Lee Smith 1932--:-1936
 

D. B. Cantrell 1918
 

~Ill.R. Green 1936-1937
 

VI. B. Hughes 1937-1942
 

H. G. Garrett ~ . 1942-1943
 

A. S. Ulm 1943-1944
 

B. H.. 'Dowen 1944-1945
 

Trwnan Thomas 1945-1956
 

A. F. Mitchell, Asst. 1945-1956
 

John H. Hires 1956-1958
 

Quean P. Smith 1958-1960
 

G. Phillip Fair 1960-1966
 
..Wayne Kendal 1966-1967
 j 

Harold D. Vaughn 1967-1972
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Geron A. Crawford 1972-1976
 

Da vid l·3.son 1976-1979,
 
f/ulo A C, !I;/I /'/71
The first ~edding he ld at Betha::y v:as that of 

Georgia Eng~and and Bruce Smith. ~rs. Allie Potts 

organized toe first Cradle Roll and s~rved as 

. t er:c~n. t"~rom 1964.superln 1913 to ['.Iring her 51 

years of s2rvice 280 children were s~rolled. The 

first chil~ enrolled in the Cradle Eo::l '-las Hoyt 

Hendrix bo::-r, ·jd:-~uary 22, 1913. "A·c.:.': Allie", as she 

Vias affr: c t :'Gf;.C'. t:::ly ~~nG'.\'n, rnde maIIY .:·f her home vis its 

by "riall:in:; ~)12 tft3.ny miles bet\'leen !:s:" hcr:;e and the 

church cor.-..::~,nity. 

The first women's organization ~as known as the 

Parsonage Aid Society. The first E?~orth League was 

organized in 1930 \Vi th NT·s. r'~:J_e Kesler as leader. 

The 12.st '.\'cdd ing in the old cr.'-.:re~!l ~':as that of 

Sonya Joy 7enable and Adrian A. Tucker on February 

4, 1967. 

Ther8 have been m~ny additions to the old one 

room church, (Sunday School rooms, tardwood floors, 

new pews, etc.). On November 31, 1959 a fund raising 

program was begun to further improve the church •. 

Later these plans .\'1ere changed and in 1960, shortly 

after Rev. G. Phillip Fair became p~stor, plans got 

underway to construct a ne~ church building. The 

first large contribution of $1,000.00 was made by 
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Mr. Harold (Bub) Venable, a descendent of a charter 

member. 

On November 12, 1967 ground breaking services for 

the new church ~Er9 held and on the first Sunday in April 

(Palm Sunday) 19~a the dedication sermon ~as preached by 

Rev. Harold D. ~~ughn, under whose leadershio the new 

church became a r~ality. 

Our present church building is a bricK structure 

with central air a~d he~t, built at a cost of $65,000.00 

Seating capa~ity in the sanctuary is 200, a~d there arc 

9 Sunday School ~oo~s, a completely furnis~0j kitchen, 

pastor's study, fellowship hall and Sunday School Office. 

In the sprir;g of 1971 a spec ial drive ',,;as made to 

payoff the church indebtedness, and under the leadership 

of Mr. Harold (3uJ) Venable this was accocolished on 

April 17, 1971. On August 15, 1971 the r:ote was 

burned and BishoJ John Owen Smith officia~ly dedicated 

the new church to the purpose of service for the glory 

of God. 

Rev. Geron A. Crawford and family moved into the 

new three bedroo~ brick parsonage located n8xt door 

to the church, in September 197~. An open house was 

held December 3, 1972. On December 16, 1172 the 

Crawfords became the proud parents of twin boys, John 

Stephen and Joseph r-tichael, viho joined t\,:o other 

brothers, David and Mark. 
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In June 1977, Rev. ~nd Mrs. David Mason and sons, 

Erin and Shaun, moved i~:o the parsonage. Their son, 

Kyle, was born curing t~~ first year of their occu?ancy. 

Pastors who have s~rved in the new church at 

Bethany are: 

Harold D. Vaughn 1967-1972 

Geron A. Crawford 1972-1976 

David Mason 1976-JCf7? 
Ifu /~". c, 1-1/ II /17;
District Superint~~dents:
 

Y. A. Oliver 1967-1969
 

Qullen Jones 1970-1975
 

Robert Bridges 1975-/'J i'
 

Bishops:
 

John Owen Smith 1967-·1971
 

William Cannon 1972-/97 ~
 

The first ";lodd ir.~ ir, the ne'.-J church \;3.3 thJ. t of 

Melanie Bullock to P3ul Sims on December 14, 1963. 

The first infant baptized vias Michelle Bullo~k in April 

1968. The first adult baptized was Tile O. Hall cn 

October 12, 1969. The first funeral Vla3 th~t of 

Mays Venable, June 6, 1968. 

The info~ation used to compile this history 

was secured from many sources, the old history of Bethany, 

records old and new, t~lking with older members of 

the church, G. J. N. ~ilson's Earlv History of J~ckson 

County; Frary Elrods, ~istorical Notes of Jackson County; 
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The Jackson County Historical Society and from information 

given us by church members. 

We hope the information is correct as we had no 

other source from which to compile it. History is 

written on the hearts of rr.en who have experienced the 

events which are recorded by historians. As the writer 

of St. John, Chapter 21, v~rse 25, says in writing of 

Jesus works, there are many things which should be 

m'itten, but there are not ~nough books to contain 

it all. 

We, the members of Bet~3ny Church, on this our 

100th birthday, wish for t~ose who will come in the 

next 100 years, the same h3~piness and joy we have 

experienced as members of this wonderful, vital church. 

May God continue to bless 3ethany and her people. 

We wish to express our appreciation to Mr. J. T. 

Wilkes, The Jackson Herald and Jackson Electric 

Membership Corporation for their assistance in making 

this pamphlet possible. 

This information was compiled by Louise Wilkes 

Venable and Clifford Kesler Potts for homecoming 

services to be held August 13, 1978. 



This Inde~t.~re, made this the fifth day of October in the yea~ of our 
Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy Seven between Davia n. 
Johnson of the County of Oglethorpe in the State of Georgie of the 
one part an~ the Trustees of Bethany Church in trust for the uses 
and purposes hereinafter mentioned all of the Trustees of CouG:y 
of Jackson ~nd State of Georgia of the other part. 

Witnesseth: That the said David H. Johnson for and in consideration 
of the sum of Seventeen Dollars to him in hand paid at and upo~ the 
sealing a~d delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is h2reby 
acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, sold, released, confir:ned, 
and conveyed by these presents doth, grant, bargain, sell, release, 
confirm and convey unto them the said Trustees for Bethany ChurcD and 
their successors in trust for the uses and purposes hEreinaf~er men~ 
tion and declared all the Estate, rights,title, interest, property 
claim and demand whatever either in law or equity ~~ich the said 
David H. Johnson have in, to, or upon all and singular a certain lot 
or piece of land situated, lying and being in the County of Jackson 
and State aforesaid bounded and butted as follows, to-wit: 

Commencing at a post oak corner on Mrs. Johnson's line ana running 
the road two hundred and five yards to a rock corner thence north 
fifty yards to another rockcorner, thence Northwest one hundred and 
thirty eight yards to a'red oak corner on the line between me and 
Mrs. C. Potts thence that line Seventy six yards to the com er on the 
ro ad wh~ re the lin e started con ta ining two acre s more or 1e 5 s. 

Together with all and singular the woods, except the Board & rail 
timber W3yS, privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in 
anFJi s e appe rta 5.nirg • 

To have and to hold all and singular the above meriticned and 
describeo lot or piece of land situ3ted lying and being as aforesaid, 
Togeth~r with all and singular the wood ways and privileges thereto 
belonging (with the above exceptions) or in anywise appertaining 
unto th9m the said Bethany Church and their successors in office 
forever tn Trust. That they shall erect and build or cause to be 
erec ted (lnd bull t th ereon a hous e or pla ce 0 f ~i'ors hip for toe use 
of the M~mbers of the Methodist Episcopal Church South according to 
the rules and discipline which from time to time may be agreed upon 

. 'and adopted by the Ministers and Preachers of the said Church at 

. their general conference and in further trust and confidence that 
they shall at all times forever hereafter permit such ministers and 
preachers belonging to the said Church as shall from time to time 
be duly authorized by the General Conference of the Ministers and 
Preachers of the said Methodist Episcopal Church South or by the 
General Conference authorized by the said General Conference to 
Preach and expound Gods Holy Word therein and the' said David .H. 
Johnson doth by these presents warrant and forever defend all and 
singular the before mentioned and described lot or piece of land 
with the appurtenances thereto belonging unto them the said Trustees 
and their successors, chosen and appointed as aforesaid from the 
claim of him the said David H; Johnson his heirs and assigns and 
from the claim or claims of all persons whatever. . 

In testimony whereof the said David H. Johnson have hereunto 
set his hand and seal the day and year aforesaid. 
Signed, sealed and delivered in th~ presenee of us: 
c.	 R. Lindsey
 

David H. Johnson
 
B. H. Sa r nett , J. P• 

D~~~~~orl +n~ ?OTh d?v of June, 1878. 
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Histol7 of :.'eth~y Met ,odist Ctuxch Cemetery 

-
About the time Bethany I'i:ethodist Church was or ganized f 

~ames L. Harris, Sr. gave a~proximatelJ one-half acre on the 
south- side of the road or across the road from church II' o~ rty 
far a cemetery. Evidently by the time J;;..:rre s L. Harris IE. ssed 
away in 1887, the or iginal one-half acre that he gave for 
the cemetery was used up, because he h~d already selected a 
spot an the ncr th side of the road, adjacent '-lto church pro:gerty 
to be buried. He also had requested t1n t a family lot be 
reserved for future use, and that the otre r pro},"e rty on the 
north side be kept fer cemetery. At the aiministrLi.tivesaJe of 
the dames L. Harris, Sr. Estate, Christopher C. Harris bought 
propErty east and north of til e church building property and 
reserved two acres more or less far cetl:etery use. 

Land adjoining the 1st original one-half acre was owned by 
L. G. Hardman, Sr. People wanted lots and went to Mr. Hardman 
re~uesting per~ssion to select a burial plot end some of these 
were used. L~ter John ~. ~assey bought the L. G. Hardman, Sr. 
pro~rty and his title called fo.r all of the cemetery including 
the drigitwlone-half: ,acre'.;.. ' :.crn~·the 30th of April 1947, Mr. 
Massey gave a deed to the Bethany Church Trustees for one 
and one-half acres in consideration of }art IRyment of land 
not in the cemetery at that time. This is recorded in Beak 3K 
page ¢91 in the J:3.ckson:: Couilj;y Clerk's Office. Later Mrs. 
TfiBlma Massey Venable deeded oneacre of land adjoir~ng the 
cemetery land to Bethany Church. This R2.S recorded December 
1977 in book 7-G in the Clerk·s Office. (Pg, 159) This land 
that was purd1. ased has been surveyed and a plat has bee:n i· 

draWn up vIi.. th lots for future use. 


