
• HISTORY OF CAMPGROUND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 

"A lot of land containing forty acres, four miles from Marietta can be 
bought for $40.00. It is ideally situated with springs of water and trees from 
which to build a tabernacle." Thus spake the founders of Marietta Campground 
in 1837, and there I begin my story. 

Land was given and a school house built on the east side of the property-
just east of where the Sewell tent now stands. The first Sunday School was 
held in the building and was called Olen Sunday School. Preaching services were 
also held there. 

The first report available is a report if the Olen Sunday School) May 23) 
1868. Charles B. Hunton was superintendent) with John W. Allgood assistant 
and John E. Allgood) Secretary. ~e. A. Donohoo was teacher of the first Bible 
Class. Georgia A. Gober taught second Bible Class. J. T. Smith and Miss 
Drucilla Allgood were teachers of New Testament. The enrollment was about 60. 

In 1873 Olen Sunday School was reorganized with C. B. Hunton and J. W. 
Allgood as superintendents. Rev. J. M. Gable and Miss Georgia Gober were 
teachers. John E. Allgood) Secretary; Mrs. N. C. Sauls) H. p. Sauls and C. B. 
Hunton were teachers of New Testament. Miss D. E. Allgood and John W. Allgood 
taught reading and spelling. 

It is not possible to place the exact date of the first Church building on 
the Campground. Mr. E. G. McGarity believed it to have been built about 1872. 
He remembered that he was not old enough to work on the building with the men 
but that he did carry water to the workers. 

The first church building was bought from the Presbyterians at Sandy Plains 
and had been called Lebanon. When it was moved to Campground it was re
christened New Lebanon. 

New Lebanon was built as many churches of that day, - two doors in one end 
of the building were entrances - one for men) the other for women. Inside) the 
pews were high backed benches and a partition (the height of the bench backs) 
separated the men from the women. The partition ended with the front pew; the 
pulpit and altar space filled the front. 

On April 8) 1883 a collection was taken for the purchase of Sunday School 
literature. H. p. Sauls and Frank Daniels gave 25 cents each; Miss Jessie Wyatt, 
15 cents) John Kimberly, Emily Allgood and Miss Nola Jordan gave 10 cents each. 

In the record for 1885 the Sunday School was called New Lebanon Sunday School. 

The Annual Conference of 1886 appointed Rev. J. S. Sappington to Cobb 
Circuit. That year, in addition to the churches, the circuit reported $1)000 
"in other property". It is reasonable to suppose that at lease a part of this 
was the circuit parsonage. We know that Rev. Sappington lived in the parsonage 
that year because Miss Janie Beasley and Mr. J. H. Frey were married there. This 
parsonage was later sold to Mr. MCCord and is the place where J. T. Smith now 
lives on Sewell Mill Road. 

The first parsonage on the Campground was a four room house built for a 
teacherage about 1904. The pastor, Rev. L. D. Coggins lived in the parsonage on 
Sewell Mill Road. His brother-in-law, Rev. Tyson was teaching school in the 
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school house which stood where the Campground parsonage noW stands. Lumber 
Was cut and the house built where the church now stands. This teacherage later 
became the parsonage. Many years later part of this building Was still used 
for a Sunday School room. It was torn down after the rooms in the basement 
were opened. The present circuit parsonage was built and Rev. A. E. Scott was 
the first pastor to live there, 1907; 

The Annual Conference of 1910 appointed Rev. W. O. McMullan to the charge. 
That year our present Church (a new New Lebanon) was begun. The old Church was 
sold to the colored neighbors and is now called Gallilee. 

One of the affairs which raised money for the new church was a box supper 
given in Mr. T. H. LeCroy's Barn. The barn now belongs to Mr. J. S. LeCroy. 
The box supper is remembered as a very enjoyable affair. The new church was 
dedicated about 1912, when Rev. J. B. Gresham was pastor. 

No history of the Campground Church would be complete without mention of 
the local preachers who have labored here. Among these are Dr. Goss, and Rev. 
Manget who was the father of Dr. Fred Manget, who has spent many years as a 
missionary in China. John Sanges also was a local preacher and Rev. J. M. Gable 
preached at Campground every second Sunday for 50 years. On a Sunday morning, he 
left home to walk to church. Being unwell and very tired, he stopped at the 
home of Mr. F. H. Hunton and asked to lie down. Having rested somewhat he 
went on to the church. His text was I Corinthians 15:55. "0 Death~re is thy 
sting? 0 grave where is thy victory?" He was obliged to sit before the sermon 
was finished and was not able to preach again. Rev. J. M. Gable died Sept. 23, 
1911 and is buried in the Campground Cemetery. Also buried in the cemetery is 
the Rev. J. L. Varner (pastor of the church 1935-6) who died on March 12, 1948. 

Mention must also be made of Rev. Sam Y. Allgood, a son of the Campground
 
who has given his life to the Methodist ministry. He retired in 1951. Also
 
Rev. Elmo Tabb who left Campground to go to Africa in 1928. In later years
 
the church has been blessed to have Rev. J. M. Perry, a local deacon and Rev.
 
John T. LeCroy, a local elder.
 

When the Annual Conference of 1941 appointed Rev. B. A. Chastain to the
 
Marietta Circuit, New Lebanon was familiarly called Campground and was the
 
strongest of the five churches. After a round of the circuit, Rev. Chastain
 
realized that Campground should be a station church but there is no record of
 
his ever discussing it with the officials. Certainly no plans were made toward
 
that goal. Rev. Chastain died in 1943, the only pastor in the history of the
 
circuit to be removed by death.
 

Rev. Denny Hendry came to the circuit in June 1943. He remained three years. 
During that time, New Lebanon Church built classrooms and installeda furnace in 
the basement. Becoming a station church was discussed publicly but finally it 
was decided to remain with the circuit. 

Annual Conference of 1946 appointed Robert T. Padgett as supply Pastor and
 
Rev. W. M. Mason assistant. Rev. Padgett lived in the parsonage but Rev. Mason
 
lived on the Emory campus. That year, a room was added to the church.
 

The Conference of 1948 sent Rev. N. G. Mas of Tennessee with Rev. Inman
 
Moore of Mississippi as assistant. Both were students at Emory. That year
 
Campground (still called New Lebanon) felt that our church should become a
 

station. The charge lay leader, John T. LeCroy, called a meeting of all the 
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churches on the circuit. The move was discussed and terms of the separation 
were agreed upon. The circuit bought New Lebanon's share of the parsonage. 
All legal procedures were observed and New Lebanon Church was on its own! 


