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HISTORY OF CEDAR GROVE METHODIST CHURCH 

J. SHELBY COOK~ PASTOR 

In the year 1822 the John B~ Morris family traveled in covered 
wagons from Abbeville County, South Carolina to Henry County, Georgia 
and purchased land lot No. 11 in the Fifteenth District from the 
original land grant holder, one Henry Meachamp, Sr. on November 21 
of that year. A camp was set up and bonfires were kept all night 
to keep wild animals at a safe distance until a dwelling could be 
constructed. 

In 1828 the said John Morris purchased the adjoining land lot 
No~ 22 from the original grant holders (note). By this time De
Kalb County had been formed and all the area was in DeKalb County. 
From this plot of land, just where the cemetery now stands, a lot 
for a church was donated. That same year (1828) a log chapel was 
erected and dedicated as Morris Church, in the Methodist Protes
tant Branch of Methodism. 

Also in the year 1828 the Morris permanent home was built one 
quarter of a mile from the ch~rch. 

Founders of the church are named as the said: John B. Morris, 
four of his sons, Rev. G. Watt Morris, Rev. Elijah Morris, Garrett 
L. Morris, Joseph Morris, and Allan J. Cook and John Moore. 

A neighbor of that day made the remark that John Morris had 
three sons who were preachers therefore he had to build a church 
for them to have a place to preach. Many have since lived to thank 
God for the vision which led to the building of Morris Church (now 
Cedar Grove), however that vision took form. 

Two other sons, Ben and John went to Texas as young men and
 
John, the third preacher in the family became the father of John
 
Harvey Morris who became a prominent minister in the M. E. Church
 
South of the Texas and Oklahoma Conferences.
 

The eldest son, G. Watt Morris, was first pastor of Morris
 
Churcn and served for many years. It has been said that Uncle
 
Watt, in his preaching days, spoke with such ease and fluency that
 
One was reminded of rolling string off a ball. He lived to the
 
age of 93 years, long after the church was moved to its present
 
aite. The aged minister made request that he be buried so that
 
his head would be placed on the spot where the pulpit of the old
 
church stood. This was done.
 

In the days of the log churcn no heat was provided inside
 
the building. Vfuen a member of the oon~regation became too cold
 
he slipped outside to warm beside a bonfire in the yard.
 

*(note) I mention 'the two land lots b.~cB.u.a.e 1.tlnd for the
 
original church and the present buUd1.ng we~ .donQ.tbG.~t'QU.'" ~
 

two different land lots.
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In ~ummer the meetings were held under a brush arbor. Fresh 
green leafed boughs piled on for each dayts service furnished cool 
shade for worshippers. 

Negro slaves went to church with their masters and occupied 
rear seats provided. They repented and praised God at the same 
altar and went home to plough the good earth to~ether and wait for 
the Lordts blessings, spiritual and material. The black slave al 
so took his turn at death with the white man and many of them were 
laid to rest on the hill where his masters too now 11e buried. 

In 1865 during Sherman's march through Georgia, a regiment of 
the Union Army camped on the hillside around the Morris Church. A 
young daughter at the Morris homestead near by, Miss Huldah Morris, 
felt the responsibility of the house as the men were away wearing 
Confederate Uniforms, there remaining at home the aged grandfather 
Who was ill and younger children also. 

lilien the enemyts soldiers came to the Morris well for water, 
Huldah, with a prayer in her heart, went to an officer telling him 
of the illness there and asking for protection for the night. And 
here follows one of the few recorded stories of kindness from the 
Northern Army during the Civil VTar. The officer promised to send 
a guard for the home, which he did, and ~s Huldah took up her vigil 
inside a front Window, and watched the armed figure move back and 
forth in the cold moonlight she thanked God for her good fortune 
and wished for the day. 

In 1872 a beautiful frame chapel was built on the opposite 
corner of the John Morris estate from the first building. This 
lot was donated by Garret L. Morris, then o~mer of the property. 
A school building was first built on the lot. Church services 
were held in the school bUilding for some time before the church 
bUilding was completed. The church was built at a cost of $200. 
Much material and labor were donated. 

Many ministers through ~he years have said that they felt a 
spiritual nearness in a peculiar way when they entered the church. 
An older person said he thought this was true because every nail 
was placed with a loving prayer. 

The new church was dedicated in 1872 with Dr. F. H. M. Hen~
 

derson, a professor at Bowden ColleGe, preaching the sermon.
 

After some mOnths the Rev. Ligh Harris plan:;ed a grove of
 
Cedar trees. In an informn~ discussion, tteeder Grovef~ was sug

gested as a name for the new Church and the nome stuck.
 

There were, at this time) abou.t f1rt..~ ~ll..be-rs.. 



... 3 ...
 

The second Sunday in June 1877, while Dr. Henderson was still 
pastor, the first Children's Day was observed with the welcome ad
dress being made by Will Simpson, then five years of age. In 1954 
Mr. Simpson, eighty years of age, was the only person still attend
ing this fine annual celebration who remembered being on that first 
Children's Day program. 

The second Sunday in June has become 'Homecoming Day' in a very 
roal sense to many who took part in the Children's Missionary Pro
gram of yesteryear. June 8, 1952 marked the 75th year, the Diamond 
Jubilee of this celebrated day. 

About the year 1880 the first musical instrument was placed in 
the church. Two young members, Miss Vickie Moore and Miss Fannie 
Stubbs pledged themselves to the task of selling enough homemade 
jellies to buy an organ. This was accomplished without too serious 
objection although these two were the only ones who felt the need 
at the time. However, many years later, when the song leader, Mr. 
Ben Morris, wanted to bring his violin to church--well--putting it 
mildly, this was considered by some, to be a very forward suggestion, 
not to say sacriligious. Before too long though, all were enjoying 
the sweet strains of Mr. Morris' violin with his daughter, Rose, 
a:~companying him at the organ. 

In 1905 a collection plate was passed inside the church for 
the first time. Formerly, offerings were handed to a steward be
fore or after the service. 

Mr. George C. Morris and Mr. H. D. Moore were faithful pio
neers of Sunday School work here. The two served alternately for 
fifteen or twenty years, until Mr. Morris' death in 1914. Mr. 
Moore served from that time until a short time before his death 
in 1936. 

About the year 1920 a youth work was organized under the name 
of the Christian Endeavor Society. Since Unification this group 
has been known as the Methodist Youth Fellowship. 

In 1925 a woman's work was organized under the name of "The
 
'Ladies Aid Societylt with Mrs. H. D. Moore as the first President.
 
In 1934, when the Georgia Branch of the Woman's MissionBry Auxil

1ary of the Methodist Protestant Church was organized, the name of
 
the local society was changed to "The Woman's Auxiliary." Then in
 
the new Methodist Unification setup, the name was changed to the
 
t'Woman's Society of Christian Service. tt
 

In the summer of 1930 the first Daily Vacation Bible School 
was held. The term was three weeks. The terms are shorter now but 
~very year, since the firat, a earefully planned vacation Bible 
School has been held. This uchoo1 has ~en a great aid to the 
church in the training of teae.hers Q8 well all tn the tr&.;Lb.~S; of 
the children. 
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This church cooperated with other churches in this area in 
the building and maintenance of Clifton Youth Training Camp 1932
1942. This was an accredited training school for First and Second 
Series courses under the direction of the Board of Christian Edu
cation of the Methodist Protestant General Conference. Cedar 
Grove sent from fifteen to twenty-four students every summer and 
furnished two accredited teachers for the project. 

In 1936 six Sunday School rooms were added to the one room 
sanctuary. In 1948 an annex of three larger rooms were built in 
the rear of the church. This gave room for ten classes with the 
Men's Bible Class meeting in the sanctuary. 

In 1936 a Men's Brotherhood was organized. From 1938 to 1954 
Cedar Grove and Clifton enjoyed the fellowship of being on the same 
charge. In 1954 Cedar Grove was made a station church by the North 
Georgia Conference and a full time minister was employed for the 
first time. 

In 1949 a six room parsonage was erected ona lot next to the 
c:'JUrch~ In 1961 a den, valued at approxima tely ~2000 was added to 
the six room parsonage. ~100 was donated by the Griffin District. 
The material was donated by members of the Church and the den was 
built by men of the church. There was no hired labor. 

Since 1952 our church hes maintained a nursery during the 
preaching hour, for the convenience of mothers of young children. 

On Mother's Day 1952 a beautiful pot plant, then 70 years old 
or older was loaned to the church again for the day. This lovely 
V~ite Arabian Jasmine was owned by Mr. Elmo Moore of Gladview 
Gardens, lItlanta, and was given to him by his aged Aunt, Miss Liz
zie Moore, 50 years ago. The plant was brought to the church for 
special occasions, weddings, etc., many times and its worth grew 
With the years as we were re~inded of Miss Lizzie and her sister, 
Miss Ellen, who, with such devotion, brought beautiful fresh 
flowers to the church every time the doors were opened, for the 
many years that they were active members here. Also the Elmo 
Moores, who for twenty years, so loyally aided in the success of 
special days at the church by their generous floral contributions. 

A new brick educational building vms completed and "Open House" 
was observed on a cold, cold Sunday afternoon in February, 1958. 
Building cost was $17,500; Merrill Clark, contractor. 

Around 1910 or 1912 a piano was purchased to replace the old
 
argan~ The young people of Cedar Grove worked for and purchased
 
an electronic organ for th~ church in the spring af 1960.
 

In 1962 Cedar Grove ~as taken from the Gr~ffin District and
 
p18ced in the Atlanta-Dec8tur-Oxf'ard Distrlct.'Tho Churoh... ~ow
 

has a full Conference Program with all five r~uirod Comm~ss~~~~
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organized and functioning--Commissions on (1) Missions (2) Educa
tion (3) Membership and Evangelism (4) stewardship and Finance (5)
Christian Soclal Concerns. The Woman's Society of Christian Ser
vice and Methodist Youth Fellow~hip are active in the local church, 
sub-District (Tri-County), district and conference levels. The 
Official Board meets regularly and does a fine job with the coopera
t:on and help of all its members. 

Following is a report of the Building Committee which waS made 
to the Fourth Quarterly Conference April 29, 1963: 

The Building Committee held its first meeting November 25, 1962. 
A called Quarterly Conference l December 2, 1962, gave the Committee 
authority to employ a structural engineer and develop a sound fi 
nancial plan for the churCh bUilding. These were presented to the 
Church Conference on December 28 and approved. Then on January 27, 
1963 they were presented to the Quarterly Conference and approved. 
On January 28, bids were opened by the Committee. February 14 the 
Committee voted to let the contract on a cost plus basis with M. W. 
Buttrill, Contractor. 

The ground breaking ceremony, led by Dr. Delma L. Hagood, 
District Superintendent and the Reverend J. Shelby Cook, pastor, 
was beld February 17, 1963. Construction began the very next day. 

A Crusade Committee with I. L. McPherson, Chairman. was ap
pointed to raise ~lO,OOO in cash by Victory Sunday. April 14, 1963 
(Easter Sunday). This Committee was also given the authority to 
buy all new furnishings for the sanctuary. All cash not used tor 
f~lrnishings Was applied townrd the bUilding loan. It is tullyeir
c~nditioned and has central heating. The new sanctuary 1s of Co
~):;'lial Archi tec ture with approxima tely 2500 square feet of floor 
c;:'we. It has a seating capacity of 250, with two add1tiona1 class 
J: ·.~,cms and choir room. 

~he first service was held in the ne~ sanctuary on May 5, 
~ .. ~3?)o The Fonnal Open House was held on Children's Day, June 9, 
~ -j,)0,. The educational bUilding was dedicated and the sanctuary 
v~.,': consecrated. Methodist Church bUildings must be tree of 1n
~ebtedness before they can be dedicated, therefore, only the edu
cational unit was dedicated on June P. Serv1ces were led by Dr. 
Delma L. Hagood and the Reverend J. Shelby Cook. 

Following is the approximate eJtirna~ed replacement value of
 
our Church Plant:
 

Sanctuary $24,000 
Sanctuary furnishings 4,200 
Educational Building 30,000 
Educational furnishings 3,000 
Youth bUilding 3,000 
Parsonage and furn1shtnge 14,000 
4 acres lond valued at 10,000 

lB8,2oo~ () TAL 
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Listed below are the bUilding accomplishments and 8pproximate 
cost of each for the Conference Year 1962-63. 

1. Paid off indebtedness on Educational Building $; 3,608 
2. Tiled floor in Educational BUilding 800 
3. Built Sanctuary 24,000 
4. Furnishdd Sanctuary 4,090 

Total amount spent 32,490 

Indebtedness incurred 19,000 

Total Cosh raised 13,490 

The Building Committee was: J. T. McGarity, Chairman; Mrs. 
J. T. McGDrity, Roy Hatcher, Merrill Clark, Robert Harkness, M. 
G. Haley, Frank Reagin and J. Shelby Cook. 

In May 1963, the frame church built in 1872 was torn away. 
~he last three rooms (which were added in 1948) were moved to the 
beck of the lot when construction was begun on the new sanctuary. 
This is now used as our Youth Building. 

PASTORS AS REMEMBERED: 

1828 - ............. Watt Morris 
Elijah Morris 

1872 - - - - - - - F. M. M. Henderson 
1883 - - - J. McD. Radford, Sr. 
1892-1904 also 1908 - - - - - - Robert McGarity... ...1905-1906 - - - - - - - John D. Keith ... ... ... ...1906-1910 ... - - - ... - - ...1910-1911 ... J. McD. Radford ... ... ...1911-1912 ... John Anderson ... ... ...1912-1913 ... - C. B. McDaniel ... - ... ...1913-1914 ... ... - ... - - ... 

... ... ... ...1914-1923 ... - - - - - - J. M. Reynolds...1923-1924 - - - ... - - - 
1924-1927 ... - - - - - - - Vi,~. M. Hunton 

...1927-1929 ... - - - - - - - - - ...1929-1930 ... - - - A. G. Lynch ...1930-1931 ... - - - C. D. Martin 
- ... ...1931-1932 - - - - - - - - - ... ... ... ...1932-1940 ... - F. D. Smith 

1940-1941 - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... ... ... ...1941-1942 ... ... - J. :F. Th0mpson 
1942-1943 - - - - - - - - - F~J.1x SutT;)hen 
1943-1944 - - - - ... - .. _-
1944-1945 - - - - - Joel C"'8.l.m()"{\ 
1945-1946 - ... - ... - ... - Edgar A. PS'o"ve tt, 
1946-1947 - ... - - - ... - -------
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1947-1951 
1951-1954 
1954-1956 - -

-

-

-

-

-
- - -

Lloyd w. Jackson 
F. O. Shirley 
C. W. Grishem 

1956-1958 
1958-1959 

-
- - -

-
-

-


- - Robert L. Ramsey 
F. C. Hicks 

1959-1961 
1961

- - - -  - Bernord K. Henry 
J. Shelby Cook 

W,') would not try to lis t the name s of the Iilen and women who hElve 
shared in this lobor of love in n sacrificial way, realizing that 
the prayers of the devout and patient spirits may have done as 
much toward keeping the candle aglow AS have those who have been 
able to consecrate leadership ability to God's Kinr,dom in this 
small corner of the earth. Knowing that our Divine Father will 
take account, we leave to Him the task of recognition and reward. 

The church now has about 240 members and an overage Church 
School attendance of around 100. 

Sixty or seventy yoars seems to be the lifo span of cedar 
trees in this part of tho coun .,ry and pines come up unbidden; 
so we now have the prettiost little church you ever saw in the 
midst of tho prettiest pine grove God ever grew--ond the name is 
CEDi~R GROVE. 

Submi tted by: 

Nell H. Moore; 1954 

(Revised and additions made 
in 1964, printod for Child
ren's Day, June 14, 1964) 

NOTE OF APPRECIATION: 

I am endebtod to a number of people for the information which 
made possible this briof sketch of a long and rich church history. 
Some of those who hove already pussod are: Mrs. Tavie Moore, Mr. 
Bon Morris, My Lynn Moore, Rev. John Hervey Morris, Mrs. Oda Moore, 
Miss Fay Morris, Mr. and Mrs. John Bond, Miss Nannie Bond and Mrs. 
Mollie Moore. Also many of you of my o~~ genor~tion have been 1n
tarested and helpful in many ways. You have se~rc~ed attics and 
old chests for records, you have mude trips with HK' and for me in 
search of an approximated date or another minister's name. I am 
sincerely grateful to all. 

-- Mr11. R_ u. t~1.1. Rn.~oh~-r) U<x>l:~ 


