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A BRIEF HISTORY	 OF TID~ CLARl(S'IDN METHODIST CHURCH
 
CLARl\SIDN, G:~ORGIA
 

r 
The Clarkston Methodist Church is located in Clarkston, in Dekalb
 

CountY,five miles East of Decatur. It is in the Deca.tur-Oxford District'
 
of the North Georgia Conference. 
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The Church greu out of a Brush-Arbor Meeting conducted by the Rev. W. F. 
Smith, Pastor of the First Methodist Church, Decatur. ' The earliest records 
of these meetings date from 1878. The near-by school building was then used as 
a place of Worship, The actual organization of the Church took place about 1880. 
The Building Committee was appointed. This CO!lUJlittee composed of the following; 
We F. Patillo, I. No Wilson, Thomas H. Fincher, and J. J., Norman secured a grant 
of land from the Georgia Railroad and Banking Companyo The labor and materials 
for a building were contributed by the members of the congregation and a small 
one room wooden building became the first Church building in Clarkston and this 
was used by the Congregaticn until the present building was built in 1932. 

There was a clause inserted in the grant of land by the Georgia Railroad
 
and Banking Company to the effect that should any alcoholic beverages be sold
 
on the premises the land revert to the Companyo
 

The Clarkston Church remained on the Decatur Charge Until 1891 0 The follow
ing served as pastors during this time: W. F. Snith, W. R. Timmons, Felix P. 
Brown, J. Bo Allen, I. G. Parks, M. L. Under~od, G. H. Quillian, W.A. Farris, 
J c W. Stipe and J. A. Renolds. 

The Church was placed on the Stone Mountain Charge in 1892. It remained
 
on this charge until it became a Station in 1947. The following preachers
 
served as pastors of this Charge: W. G. Crawley, L. W. Rivers, J. Speir,
 
B. Sanders, F. H. Gibson, F. W. McCleskey, W. H. Speer, Nath Thompson, W. T.
 
Ball, Firley Baurn, R. F. Hodnett, D. B. Cantrell, J. D. Milton, E. G. Thomason,
 
J. A. Patridge,	 O. M. Blackwell, J. L. Hall, A. S. Hutchinson, A. J o Sears and 
J. Foster Young. 

There is always the beginning of a feeling of a need for a new building
 
for a Church long before even the actual planning is ~ver begun. It came
 
from the ladies of the Church. They talked among themsslves about this need
 
in the meetings of the Missionary Society. So at one of their meetings in
 
1926 or 27 Mrs. J. C~ Ward, President, made the first contribution of five
 
dollars to the 'building fund•. Through their untiring efforts others began
 
to join in the drive for a New Building.
 

The Rev. J. Foster Yotmg was appointed as the Pastor of the Charge in 1930. 
The seed had been sown and now the movement gained in strength until the Churoh 
as a Whole came	 to feel the need. So in 19.32 the Quarterly Conference approved 
the building program. Plans were drawn for a new qanctuary and to preserve the· 
sentiment that had grown up around the old building it was enclosed in the plans 
and made into th~ Educational plant. The building ~s of brick veneero Class
rooms and a kitchen· was inclUded in the basement of the Sanctuary. The building 
was completed very rapidly and the congregation moved into its new building in 

·1932. 
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When the plans were made for the Building the Trustees of the ehurch se
cured from the Geqrgia Railroad a Quit Claim Deed to the property. It was made 
to the Trustees of the Clarkston. Methodist Church, who were as follows: 
J. F. Mclendon, Chas. M. Roper, J. C. Low, G. M. Ross, Wo C. McCord and H. 
Reid Hunter. 

There was a small indebtedness to bE: paid on the new Church. This was 
cleared in 19350 The great moment had arrived for the Church. So on October 
19, 1935, MembArs, present and past, and their friends were invited to come 
and join together in a great Homecoming and Service of Dedication. 

So the congregation was able to see a dream realized. The Pastor, 
Rev. J. Foster Young, preached at the Morning Service on this Homecoming Day. 
In the afternoon Bishop Warren A. Candler, retired Senior Bishop of the M. Eo 
Church, South preached the Dedicatory Sermon and lead in the service of 
Dedication. 

The Rev. Foster Young was assigned to a new work at the Conference follow
ing. Thernen who followed furnished the fine leadership that was needed and 
the Church grew steadily. The following served as Pastors until the Church 
became a Station in 1947: Rev. G. 'IT. Hamilton, T. H. Shackleford, H. H. Dillard, 
E. C. Sweatnam, and John Do Maxwell. . 

.There had been for some time the talk of, and the feeling for the need 
of the Stone Mountain Charge to divide and each Church become full time. This 
feeling carne to a climax during the ministry of Brother ~ll. 

There had been talk of building a Parsonage. During the year of 1946 at 
one of the Circle Meetings of the Woman's Society of Christian Service the group 
was discussing this need and they gave to the Parsonage Fund its first co~tri
buti,on of five dollars. The idea took hold and they began to push toward their 
goal. It was during the second year of Brother Maxwell's Pastorate the official 
action was taken in regard to the division of the Charge and the building of the 
Parsonage. The building was begun in the Spring of 19470 The plans for an eight 
room block building had been approved. This was the short Conference year. The 
building '-las almost ready for occupancy when the Annual Conference met in July 
of 1947. 

The Rev. Charles T. Gray was assigned as the first full time Pastor of the 
Charge. He and his family moved into the new Parsonage in August and have 
lived six very happy years in this new Parsonage. 

The debt on the Parsonage was paid in May of 1952. Therefore, on May 18, 1952 
the Church invited its members and friends to a Homecoming and for a Service o:f 
Dedication on the Parsonage. The Rev. John D. Maxwell was invited to come for 
the Service and lead us on that day in Worship and Dedication. 

The funds raised to pay the debt on the Parsonage was in connection with a 
campaign to raise money for the building of n new Educational Building. The plans 
were approved for the building and permission given by the Quarterly Conference 
in January of 1952 for this program. 

The Church was to raise at least $4,000.00 in cash before the building could 
be started. This goal was reached by the first of February of 1953. 
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The plans had been approved. The building was to be lOO-feet by .3?-feet. 
It was to contain ten classrooms and assembly room, the rest rooms and the heat
ing plant. The go ahead signal was given by the Board and ground Was broken 
for the new buildiGg on March 6, 1953. Plans call for the oooupancy of the 
building by the Annual Cont'erence to be held in June of that year. 
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The following were members of the Board of Trustees: M. H. Burrow, 
G. M. Ross, J. F. McLendon, Chr., R. R. Gibson and T. R. Crawford. 

The Board of Stewards were composed of the following: G. F. Hall, Clir., 
C. D. Cown, W. O. Lindsay, 3. Mo Collins, Ross Morgan, R. L. Carlton,
 
Gene Hampton, Jack Clegg, Billy HattawaY~ C. W. Tippins, H. A. Shuford,
 
J. L. Johnson, Joe Low, L. C. Weems, Kenneth Bergma~, J. R. Petty, and. 
R. M. Quinn,, Treasurer. 

At the Annual Conference in June of 1953 the Rev. Forrest L. King was 
assigned as Pastor. At that time the church was truly at a high peek, hav
ing just entered the new Educational Building. Naturally there was an in
debtedness on the new buildingp and arrangements were made for the indebtedness 
to be paid off over a ten year period. However, the entire debt was paid in 
three and one-half years making the building debt free by October 1956. Bishop 
Arthur J o Moore was contacted about preaching and dedication of the building. 
January 27, 1957 being the date set, was not only to be Dedication Day but 
also Homecoming. 
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Bishop and }tts. Moore came for the eleven o'clOCk hour at which time he 
preached from Isaish 6. There was an overflow crowd for the worship service. 
Other than Bishop Moore, those on the morning program were: The Rev. J. 
Walker Chidsey, District Superintendent of the Decatur-Oxford District, the 
Rev. Charles Gray, former Pastor and the Rev. Forrest L. King, Pastor. After 
the message, Mr. J. Morgan Collins, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, present
ed the Educational Building for Dedication a nd Bishop Moore led the people in 
the service of Dedication. 

A bountiful lunch was spread in the school cafeteria. Bishop and Mrs. 
Moore, and the Rev. Chidsey joined us for lunch. The visitors and former pastors 
were introduced after the meal. Former pa.stors and their families present at the 
meal were: The Rev. and Mrs. John. MaxlJell, Dianne and Joseph, and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Charles Gray and Dianne. Before adjournment the Pastor, the F.ev. Forrest 
L. King read the church History. 
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