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HISTORY OF
THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
DALLAS, GEORGIA

CompiLED BY MRs. C, B, McGarITY

THE ORIGINAL DAarrLas MeTHOD1IST CHURCH WAS LOCATED I[N
PauLDiNGg COUNTY ON LAND LOT NUMBER 350, 1N 1844,  THis
LAND LOCATED ABOUT ONE AND ONE=HALF MILES SOUTHWEST OF
DALLAS,WAS DONATED BY SAMUEL CHAPPELL. THE FIRST CHURCH
HOUSE WAS BUILT OF FINE LOGS CUT FROM THE GROUNDS ON
WHICH THE CHURCH WAS BUILT. THIS BUILDING WAS DESTROYED
BY FIRE SEVERAL YEARS LATER,

ON March 18, 1855,THE JuSTICE oF THE INFERIOR COURT,
NAMELY, Lo Mo MATTHEWS, JOHN PACE, So D, McGREGOR, Jo Jo
WILL1IAMS, AND S, RAGSDALE EXECUTED A DEED TO SAMUEL CHAP=-
PELL, HEZEKIAH HARRISON, JAaCOB R. OweEN, THOMAS M, ANSLEY
anND DRo GEORGE T, PARKER, TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EP|S=
corAL CHURCH SOUTH,TO THE PLOT OF GROUND ON WHICH THE
CHURCH HOUSE AND PARSONAGE NOW STAND,

In 1892, THE Boarbp oF TRUSTEES AND STEWARDS OF THE
CHURCH AND PROPERTY WAS COMPOSED OF E. DAVIS,A. Jo Camp,
Jo B. WaTsoN, R. L. RAwLs, anD DRo S. ROBERTSON,

SEVERAL CHURCH HOUSES HAVE BEEN ERECTED ON THE PRE=-
SENT CHURCH GROUNDS SINCE 1855, THE CHURGH BUILDING WAS
ENLARGED IN 1912 AND A CHURCH SCHOOL ANNEX WAS ADDED 1IN

1940,

ON A VERY COLD FRIDAY NIGHT IN FEBRUARY, 1945, THE
ENTIRE CHURCH PLANT WAS BURNED TO THE GROUNDo AND WHILE
EMBERS WFRE STILL SMOKING, THE BOARD OF STEWARDS MET ON
THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN THE PARSONAGE TO MAKE
PLANS TO REBUILDo PRESENT ALSO WERE REV, CHARLES Moere,
PASTOR,REV, JOE BLACK, A FORMER PASTOR,AND REV.B. FRANK
PiMo THE PRESENT STRUCTURE, VALUED AT $100,000, THEN,wAS
STARTED LATE IN THAT YEARo IN 1946, THE CONGREGATION
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF REV. GORDON THOMPSON, MOVED INTO
THE BUILDING WHICH WAS NOT YET COMPLETED. THE NEW AND
MODERN STRUCTURE WAS COMPLETED IN 1951,



IN APRIL OoF 1951, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF STEw-
ARDS, COMPLETED A SUCCESSFUL DRIVE FOR FUNDS TO CLEAR
THE CHURCH OF DEBTo DURING THESE YEARS, OUR METHODIST
CHURCH ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO HOLD SERVICES (IN THE
FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH oF DaLLASo

ON A LOVELY CRISP WINTER DAY, DECEMBER 2,1951,BisHer
ARTHUR MooRE, REV. Do Lo HAGOOD, DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT,
ReEve DAN BREwWSTER, PasTer, R, R, LEE, CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF STEWARDS, AND A GREAT CONGREGATION OF MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS, FROM FAR AND NEARy PARTICIPATE® IN THE DeED-
ICATION OF THE CHURCH,

THE PASTORS OF
THE DALLAS METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH
FROM 1881 = 1953

1881 = SamueL Do, Evans 1910=1912 = LuciEN RePER
1882-1883 = B, F. Payne 1913=1914 = Jo Lo WARE
1884 = WoWe BRINSFIELD 1915 = Ne Lo GREEN
1885 = RoB+0Oo ENGLAND 1916 = G. B, BaRrTON
1886-1887 = S.B. LEDBETTER 1917-1919 = TMo ELLIOTT
1888 = Ge Jo ORR 1920=1922 = M4MoWALRAVEN
1889 = Wo Bo AUSTIN 1923-1924 = W,A.WOO0DRUFF
1890 - Ko We NEWTON 1924=1925 =~ G.W.RIDLEY
1891-1892 = W. Jo. Wooop 1925=1927 = 0.Jo WITHROW
1893-1894 = W. T. IRVINE 1928-1929 = W.E. BRown
1895 = Co C. DureL 1929=1931 = E.C.SwETNAM
1896-1898 = J. T. Eakes 1931-1936 = Jo.We STEPHENS
1899 - Jo Go GOLDEN 1937 = JeBoGRESHAM
1900-1902 = A. F. Nunn 1938=1941 = WoZoWIGGINS
1903 - Jo Eo RoORIE 19411943 - J, Lo BLack
1904~1905 = Jo M, FOWLER 1944 - AoF cHowINGTON
1906=1907 = A.So HUTCHENSON 1945 - CHAS.0.MoORE
1908 = Jo No BalLEY 1946-1948 ~ GorboN THOMPSON
1909 = Jo W, Goser 1948-1953 = D.F.BREWSTER

ACKNOWLEDGMENT FOR MOST OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION OF
THE EARLY CHURCH HISTORY 1S GIVEN TOo THE LATE LucieNE E,
ROBERTS, NATIVE OF PAULDING COUNTY,AND LATER PRESIDENT
oF MiooLeE GeorGta CoLLEGE,COCHRAN, GEORGIA, WHO HAD RE=
SEARCHED IT FOR INCLUSION IN A "HisTorYy oF PauLDING CouNn=-
TYY
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THE INTERESTING ACCOUNT FOLLOWING IS INCORPORATED
IN THE HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH AS IT WAS GIVEN IN WRITING
TO THE AUTHOR FROM MR. WeAs FOSTER,SRe, MEMBER OF THE
FirsT BaPTiST CHURCH oF DaLLAs, In 11953:

"Tue DaLLAsS METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL WAS
ORGANIZED IN THE YEAR 1881 By Miss Jane FoeTE
AND Selo STRICXLAND, THIS BEING THE FIRST OR=
GAN1ZED SuNDAY ScHoolL IN DaLLAsS. |T wWAS WELL
ATTENGED, WITH FIFTY TO SIXTY EACH SUNDAY. MR,
STRICKLAND WAS MY TEACHER AND WE BOYS SURELY
LOVED HIMs. | HAVE A LITTLE BOOK HE GAVE ME
FOR REGULAR ATTENDANCE DURING THE YEAR 1881,
IT's TiTLE 1S 'BAXTER'S CALL To THE UNCONVER-
TED's SO0 FAR AS | KNOW | AM THE ONLY LIVING
PERSON WHO ATTENDED THIS SUNDAY ScHooLo. |
HAVE GREAT LOVE FOR YOQUR SUNDAY ScHooL. IT
HAS DONE GREAT WORK FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF
Darras."

ON JanuaRY 2, 1953, THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION CAR=
RIED THE ABOVE ASCOUNT OF THE DALLAS MeTHODIST CHURCH
WITH A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE CHURCH House AND PasTer Dawn
F. BREWSTER, AS ADVANCE PUBLICITY FOR THE ONE HUNDRED
NINTH BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH CELEBRATION ON WHICH DAY
A COPY OF THE CHURCH HISTORY WAS PRESENTED T@ EACH
MEMBER OF THE CUNGREGATION PRESENT,

CHURCH OFFICERS ON THIS DAY IN 1953 WeRE THE
FOLLOWING?S

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: H. L. Croker, W. Lo ELLiSON, BiILL
GReeNy Co Go LEE, JOE WATSON, HERMAN WATSON,

BOARD OF STEWARDS: R. R. Leeg, CHAiRMAN} C, A, ATCHESON,
A. A, Cooper, CarRL EMERSON, W, O. GREEN, J. W. Hay, Tom
Hayy Jo Fe MaARCHMONT, PauL MaTTHEWS, LEWIsS McCLunGg, C.B.
McGARITY, PrRiICE THORNTON, W. Lo ELLISON, GRADY EVETT,
LoweN Womack, LEE WoMELSDORF, BoykiN DuNawaY,BiLL GREEN,
Co G. LEey, Max SMITH, HERMAN WATSON,

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Georce T. BaGcBY,CHAIRMAN; H. L.
CrOKER, MRS, FraNk Hay, R. R, Leg, Mrs. H. L. CoLQuiTT,
Mrs. Re R. LEE, MRs., RoBERT STEWART, Miss Dawn RaaspaLE,
Miss ReBecca WaTsoNyMRse H.L. CROKER\MRS. Jo Ws HavY,
MRs. HERMAN GAMBLIN,
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MUSIC: Mrso. ErneEsT BENTLEY, CHoIr DiIrRecTor; J. Fo
MaRCHMONT, CHOIR PRESIDENT; Wo Pe KINCAID, PRESIDENT
oF MeEN's CHORUS.

LAY ACTIVITIES: J. Fo MarcHMONT, EHURCH LAY LEADER;
Bo P. THORNTON, DiISTRICT STEWARD.

FINANCE: H. Lo CorquitT, He Lo CrRokER, FRaNK Hay

WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE: Mrs. Ho Lo
CoLQuiTT, PRESIDENT; MRS. Ro R. LEE, VICE PRESIDENT;
MrRse Wo Fo BYRD, SRe, RECORDING SECRETARY; MRs. W.0.
GReEEN, PROMOTION SECRETARY; MRs. T. Lo WiLLIAMS, TRE-
SURER; MRs, ScoTT SMiITH, PRESIDENT OF WESLEYAN SERVICE
GuiLp; CircLE LEADERS: MRs, FRANK HAay, MRs. PoPe WEEMS,

THE PASTORS OF
DALLAS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1953 - 1974
WiLLi1am R, Ripgeway = 1953=55

Cuartes C. CLtIETT - 1955257
MARION Je SHERRILL = 1957-62

H., A, McNEaL - 1962-63
Leo BurGcEss - 1963-65
ZACHARY FARR - 1965-69
WESLEY STEPHENS - 1969-73

TERRY Le PHILLIPS = PRESENT PasToRr

YOUNG PREACHERS COMING FROM THE DaLLAS METHODIST
CHurcH HAVE BEEN (1) WiLLiam F, BYRD,JRe WHO WAS THE
FIRST MEMBER OF THE DaLLAS MeTHODIST CHURCH TO ENTER
THE MINISTRYe HE WAS ADMITTED TOo THE NORTH GEORGIA
ConFERENCE IN 1952,

WE REMEMBER SEEING WiLLIAM F, BYRD, SRo ALWAYS AT
THE ALTAR WITH HIS YOUNG SON, BiLLY. (2) GEORGE JACKSON
COLBERT ENTERED SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY AS A MINIS=
TERIAL STUDENT IN SEPTEMBER, 1963, AND 1S NOW SERVING IN
LueBock, TEXAS.

ReEve EoTo HOLLINGSHED WAS LICENSED TO PREACY BY THE
5TILESBORO CHURCH IN 1938 AND TRANSFERRED TO DALLAS FIRST
UNITED CHURCH IN 1958 WHERE HE REMAINS A LOCAL PREACHERo
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DiSTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS SINCE 1953 HAVE BEEN:
Reve. D. Lo HaGcoOD, REV. Js HamBY BARTON,REV.R.P. SEGARS,
Reve Dumas B, SHELLNUT, REv. MarRION J. SHERRILL, AND ReVe.
HUBERT FLANAGAN, THE PRESENT SUPERINTENDENT.

BisHoP ATTICUS HAYGOOD HAD RELATIVES LIVING AND
WORKING N DALLAS AND ONE OF WHOM, A YOUNG MAN,MARRIED A
DaLLAS GIRL IN 1906,

BisHoP WARREN CANDLER DEDICATED THE FIRST BRICK
CHURCH OF THE DaLras MeTHoDIST CHURCH.

BisHor ARTHUR J. MOORE DEDICATED THE PRESENT CHURCH
HOUSE e

BisHor WitLi1aM CANNON, WHEN A YOUNG MINISTER, WAS
THE "speEciAL PREACHER" AT A SumMer "Revivar!" In  DarLras
CHURCHe

WE MAVE ONLY A FEW OF THE OLD RECORDS PRESERVED.
THE EARLIEST SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORD 1S AS FOLLOWS: APRIL
01,7900 - We Jo BakeErR, SUPERINTENDENT. OPENING SONG, NO.
215 = "THe ReEvViIVAL" = OFFICERS AND TEACHERS PRESENT 5 =
SCHOLARS PRESENT 28, SCRIPTURE LESSON, MATTHEW 4:25,
5:1-12 = SUBJECT OF LESSON - "Tue BEATITUDES" = MINUTES
READ BY W. P. CoOPER =~ COLLECTION 22¢ = WEATHER = FAIR,
SunpAaY ScHooL REPORT FOR DecemBer 21, 1952 was: ToTaL
NUMBER PRESENT 122 - OFFERING - $12.65.

THE EARLIEST QUARTERLY CONFERENCE RECORD WE HAVE 1S
THAT oF THE FIRST QUARTERLY CONFERENCE AND WAS HELD ON
January 30, 1911, aT THE DaLLas METHODIST CHURGCH. SoME
FACTS FROM THIS CONFERENCE WERE: PASTOR, LuciaN RoPER;
DisTe SuPT, Jo S, JENKINS; RECORDING STEWARD, WeJo BAKER;
OFFICIALS PRESENT WeRE: Jo Bo WaTtson, F. A. Hay, W. Jo
Baker, W. He Hansaro, FrReo MiLes, Fo A. Baker, W.H.Cravy,
T. Lo VeEmery, C. T. GunneLL, A. To GRIGGSyJo We HaY, JoT,
Atcrneson, S, C. ConaLLy, R, D. LeonarRD, B, E. CROKER.

FourR CHURCHES WERE ON THE CHARGE 1IN 1911 - DaLLas,
FLinT HiLe, NEBO, AND MT, TABOR:s THESE CHURCHES REPORT=
ED FOR THE YEAR 1910 THE FOLLOWING AMOUNTS: PasTer $729;
Bisnor $10; PresioiING ELDER $121; CoNFERENCE CLAIMANTS
$30;ForeIGN Misstons $45;HoME Missions $79; CHURCH Ex-
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-teEnsioNn $12; EpucaTion $5. SOME INTERESTING EXCERPTS
FROM THE PASTOR'S REPORT:

"THE GENERAL STATE OF THE CHURCH IS PRETTY
GOOD. | HAVE FILLED ALL MY APPOINTMENTS EXCEPT
AT NEBG AND ON THAT SUNDAY WE WERE RAINED OUT,
THE CONGREGATIONS ARE GOUOD. SINCE COMING ON
THE CHARGE, | HAVE MADE 160 PASTORAL VISITS;
PREACHED 16 SERMONS; READ A NUMBER OF GOOD
Books; MADE 10 NEW SERMONS; MARRIED 2 COUPLES,
AND HAVE WALKED 100 MiLES."

EroTHER ROPER'S LAST REPORT AS PasTorR oF THE CHARGE
is paTep Novemser 14, 1913, |IT sSTATES:

"THME GENERAL STATE OF THE CHURCH IS NOT BY
ANY MEANS WHAT IT OUGHT TO BEe WHILE THERE ARE
A NUMBER OF GOOD PEOPLE ON THE CHARGE,THERE ARE
MANY OTHERS WHO DO NOT TRY TO LIVE RIGHT. THREE
THINGS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE DECLINE OF THE
CHARGE: NAMELY WHISKEY DRINKING, WORLDLY AMUSE-
MENTS, AND THE FAILURE TO SEE THE RIGHT USE OF
MONEYe THE LORD HAS PROSPERED THE CHARGE AS NEV=—
ER BEFOREj; YET, ALL COLLECTIONS ARE BEHIND LAST
YEAR, THE PEOPLE ARE GOING WHERE THEY WANT TO GO
AND YET THE LORD'sS HOUSE IS NOT VISITED BY MANY
AND THIS MEANS A CALAMITY TO THE RISING GENERA=—
TION,"

A COMPLETE LIST OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
IS NOT AVAIILABLE., [THERE IS, HOWEVER, IN EXISTENCE, A
PIECE OF MEMORABILIA = A GIFT WRITING PEN ATTACHED TO® A
BASE BEARING A GOLD PLATE ON WHICH IS INSCRIBED, "C. B,
McGARITY, SuPT. DaLLAS METHODIST S.S. 1917-1940." ArTER
RETIREMENT FROM THE OFFICE FOR ONE YEAR, HE SERVED FOR
TwWO MORE SUCCESSIVE YEARS, MAKING A TOTAL SERVICE OF
TWENTY=FIVE YEARS AT THAT TIMEo SINCE 1953, THOSE WHO
HAVE SERVED AS SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT FOR ANY
LENGTH OF TIME HAVE BEEN: H. L. CROKER,JULIAN MARCHMONT,
JoHN B. CLay, Ray GRaHAM, AND LOREN WILLS, THE PRESENT
SUPERINTENDENT ¢

Tue CRADLE RoLL HAS ALWAYS BEEN A STRONG DEPARTMENT
IN THE SUNDAY ScHoOLo As zaRLY As 1912,Miss Mary DEJAR =
NETTE HAD CHARGE OF 1T, SHE WAS FOLLOWED BY MRS.CeA.HART,
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WHO HELD IT FOR A LONG NUMBER OF YrARS. MRS, AGNES HAY
HAS GIVEN A GREAT DEAL OF TIME AND ATTENTION TO THE
NURSERY DEPARTMENT.

MrRs. FRANK HAY RECEIVED SPECIAL RECOGNITION WITH A
CERTIFICATE IN SEPTEMBER, 1967, FOR LONG, CONTINUED SER=
VICE AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CHILDREN'S DivisSioN OF THE
DaLLas MeETHODIST SuNDAY SCHOOL.

A PHOTOGRAPH WAS MADE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL STANDING §iN FRONT OF THE DaLLas MeTHoDI1ST CHURCH
iN 1927. RECOGNIZED AMONG THEM ARE:

FrRank Meex, WiLLts Hay, A. O, CoLquiTT, JESSE
ATCHESON, JoHN Hay, FRee Hav, W. J. Baker,WiLLARD
Havy, Gase CoHEn, REv. O.J. WiTHROW (PasTor),WiLL
Watson, HaroLD CorqutTT, Tom WATSON,JULIAN MARCH=
MoNT, Jorn CocHran, CoL.C.B. McGarITY (SunDaY
ScHooL SurT.), WiLL Owens, Bos ATcHEsON,KaTE Havy,
Mrs, WiLLo THomas, MRs. SaLLy GRIGGS,MRS.A. J.
Camp, CoL, A, J. Camp, ALFRED CoLQUITT,MRS. GABE
CoHeEN, MRs. C. S. FosTer, Jessie May Lee, NeLLE
Hay, RuTn BrowN, MILDRED JOHNS, GRACE HART,J. W,
(Rep) Hav, BiLLy THomas, PaT HansarD, RaDFoRD
JonuNs, CurTIs BRrown, LoweLL BrRown, PauL Meek,
BiLL Hay, HueH “oLQuiTT, ALLENE THoMas, FRANCES
HART, JANETTE McGARITY, Marcia MCGARITY,EL1ZABETH
JoHNns, PaTtsy CorLquiTr, anD ELizABETH CoLquITT,
TWENTY=TWO PEOPLE IN THE GROUP HAVE NOT BEEN IDEN=
TIFIED,

THERE ARE THOSE AMONG US WHO WILL REMEMBER  THOSE
YEARS WHEN LACK OF SPACE (CLASSROOMS) IN THE CHURCH LED
To A Men's CLass wiTH Cono H. C. HUTCHENS AS TEACHER,
WHILE ThEY MET AT THE DALLAS WOMAN'S CLUBHOUSE NEARBY,

IN THE WOMEN'S WORK IN THE CHURCH, THE RECOLLECTION
OF THE FIRST MISSIONARY WORK WHICH DATES BACK T® THE
TIME WHEN MRSe LENA BARTLETT RoBERTSON (wiFE OF DR, Em=
METT ROBERTSON) GATHERED TOGETHER A GROUP OF SEVEN AND
EVGHT YEAR OLDS IN THE OLD CHURCH aRound 1898 anpD ToLD
THEM ABOUT THE SUFFERING FROM THE GREAT FAMINE OF IND1A
SHE SHOWED PICTURES OF THE HUNGRY CHILDREN OVER THERE,
To WHICH THE DaLiLas CHILDREN RESPONDED BY BR:NGING THEIR
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PENNIES FOR THE "MITE Box".

DURING THE YEARS, THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH HAVE BEEM
DIVIDED INTO CIRCLES THAT HAVE BORN THE NAMES OF '"Lizzie
Camp CiRCLE", THE "L1zz1E WATsenN CiIRcLE," THE "MATYT Hay
CiRCLE", AND OTHERS,

WHEN THE NAME OF "METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY'"wWAS
CHANCED To THE "WomMaNn's SocieTy oF CHRISTIAN Service',
IT WAS NOTED WITH A SPECIAL PROGRAM.

THE woMEN oF THE DaLras FirsT UnITED METHODIST
CHURCH WELD THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE "UN:TED
MeETHODIST WOMEN" ON JANUARY 21, 1973, MEMBERS PRESENT
FOR THIS MEETING WERE:! LUCILE WATsoN, MaRY A, WaLSH,
MERLYN JORGENSEN, SARA SMiTH, FLORA BeELLE LEe, KaTE CRO-
KER, ZiLLAH BoneE, FRANCES HaY, ANNETTE STEPHENS, MaYBELLE
He McGARITY, RozzeLLE Hs SMITH, AGNES HAY, HaZEL RATLIFF,
STEPHANIE RAKESTRAW, JOoANNE FuDGER, MiTCH Paris, VERA LEE
LitLie WicLiams, IReNe ELLison, OpaL GRanAM,CorRa CoLqQuiTT
VEva Byro, EVELYN BYRD, MATTIE STEWART,AND CeCSL HYATT,
VisSITORS PRESENT WERE: MRs. JoE Frank HARRIS, Rome Dis-
TRICT PRESIDENT oF WOMAN'S SoCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE,
MrRs. LEE WoM:ELSDORF, FORMER PRESIDENT oF DaLLAs WSCS,Sara
EvETT, AND REV. WESLEY STEPHENS.

OFFICERS ELECTED WERE:

MRs. He He WATSON = PRESIDENT

MRS, ERNEST EARLS = VIGE PRESIDENT
MRs. ARTHUR FUDGER= SECRETARY

MRrRs, LUTHER WiLL1AMS -~ TREASURER

CHAIRPERSON OF PROGRAM = MARGE EARLS

CHAIRPERSON @F PERsoNHOOD - Cora CoLqQuiTT

CHAIRPERSON OF SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT = PEGGY RAKESTRAW
CHAIRPERSON OF SupPPORTIVE CoMMuNITY - FLora BeLLE LEE
CHAIRPERSON OF NOMINATIONS ~ KATE CROKER

CHAIRPERSON OF CHRISTIAN GLoBAL CoNcCeERNS - PeecGY WiLLS
ChaIRPERSON OF COMMUNITY SERVICE - AGNES HaAY

OF SPECIAL INTEREST HAS BEEN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
"Fun AND FeLLOWSHIP CLUB'" WHICH HAS ENGAGED THE ATTEN =
TIoN OF THE "GOLDEN AGERS'" OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY,SINCE
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ITS ORGANIZATION IN 1973, IT HAS FUNCTIONED UNDER THE
GUIDANCE OF MRS, LucCILE WATsoN aNnD MRs. FLorRA BELLE LEE,
ASSISTED BY MR. PRICE THORNTON AND MR. FRED LAWRENCE.

ok ok ok ok sk ok ko sk ok ol ok o ok ok K ok K ko ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok K ok kK K K K K Kk

BEFoRE 1909, THE PARSONAGE WAS SITUATED ON THE LOT
DIREGCTLY ACROSS THE STREET NORTH OF THE METHODIST CHURGH.
IN 1909, A PARSONAGE WAS ERECTED ON THE PRESENT GROUNDS,
THIS LAST LASTED MANY YEARS BY BEING ADDED TO, UNDER =
PINNED, RECOVERED, AND RE=PAINTEDo. FINALLY,THE FOLLOWING
WAS ENTERED IN THE CHURCH MINUTES:

TO: THe CnurcH CONFERENCE oF THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

THe OFFiciaL BoARD, HAVING FULLY RECOGNI|ZE®
THE NEED FOR A NEW BUILDINGy, HEREBY REQUESTS PER=
MisstoN oF THE CHURCH CONFERENGCE TO SELL AND RE=
MOVE THE EXISTING BUILDING AND TO ERECT UPON THE
SAME GROUND A NEW BUILDING TO BE VALUED AT APPROX=
iMaTELY $20,000, WE FURTHER REQUEST PERMISSION OF
THE CONFERENGCE TO RECEIVE AND DISBURSE MONEY FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BUILDINGy, TO AUTHORIZE
TRUSTEES TO BORROW SUCH FUNDS AS MAY BE NECESSARY
FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE BUILDINGy AND TO MORT=
GAGE THE NEW BUILDING AS SECURITY FOR BORROWED
FUNDS AND TO SIGN AND EXECUTE NOTE AND DEED TO
SECURE DEBT AGAINST PARSONAGE LOT AND BUILDING,

ResPECTFULLY SuBMITTED,
PRICE THORNTON,CHAIRMAN
OFFtciaL Boarop
FirsT MFTHODIST CHURCH

DaLLas, GeEORG1A

VOTED ON AND PASSED AT CHURCH CONFERENCE ON JAN=
uvary 12, 1958,

SIGNED, Je. HimBYy BarTON
DisTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

C. B. McGarITY
SECRETARY
CHurcH CONFERENCE

IT STANDS TODAY AS AN ATTRACTIVE COMPLEMENT TO THE
FirsT METHODIST CHURCH BuiLpiIng oF DALLAS,
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THEe CRURCH'S MUSIC HAS ALWAYS BEEN A MEANINGFUL
PART OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. [HERE ARE THOSE AMONG US
WHO CAN STIiLL RECALL THE VOICES OF THE ELDER MEMBERS AS
THEY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN SONG WITHOUT THE AID OF ANY
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT, WHEN FINALLY ALL JOINE® IN THE SING=
INGo THE ORGAN AWND THE PIANO WERE BOUGHT IN TIME., IN
THE FIRST HALF OF THIS CENTURY, THERE ARE THOSE WHO WILL
REMEMBER THE INSPIRED SINGING OF MRe JaMEs Bo("™r. JiM'")
WATSON OF THE UALLAS METHODIST CHURCH WHO GAVE OF HIS
SERVICES TO ANY CHURCH IN THE TOWN OR COUNTY. HE OFTEN
SPENT A WEEK AT A TIME LEADING THE SINGING IN SOME OTHER
TOWN IN GEORGIA. HE WAS OFTEN ACCOMPANIED IN SINGING BY
HIS SISTER, MRSs SALLY WATSON GR1GGSs MRe WATSON'S DAU=
GHTER, Miss GLADYS, ACCOMPANIED ON THE PIANO AND OFTEN
RENDERED VIOLIN SELECTIONS. WHAT AN INSPIRATION THEIR
MUSIC WASo

THE ABIL.ITY AND WILLINGNESS OF MRe T, Lo WiLLIAMS
TO PLAY ANY KIND OF MUSIC AT ANY TIME (WITHOUT NOTES)
HAS BROUGHT P! EASURE ON MANY OCCASIONS IN THE DOaLLas
CHURCH.

THe CHurcr HAD A MeN's CHORAL GROUP AROUND THE
YEARS OF THE FIFTIES THAT ALWAYS HAD CHARGE OF A PERIOD
AT EACH SunDAaY NiIGHT SERVICE. THIS BROUGHT AN INCREASED
ATTENDANCE AT SERVICESo.

OTHER PIANISTS AND ORGANISTS HAVE BEEN MRS, WiLLo
THomas, MRss We Fo BYrRpy, MRS, ERNEST BENTLEY, aAND MRs,
GEORGE WiLsoN. TopaY, MRs. PEGGY THOMAS 1S THE ORGANIST
aND CHOIR DIRECT@R, GIVING SPECIAL INTEREST TO GRADED
PROGRAMS FOR THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH OF THE CHURCH, INCLUD=
ING A HanpBELL CHOIR,

WE LIKE TO REMEMBER THE oLD TIME ReEvivaL MEgTINGS
HELD IN THE METHODIST CHURCH OF DALLAS WITH OTHER CHURCH-
ES IN THE COMMUNITY OFTEN EXTENDING THE MEETINGS AT THEIR
CHURCHES, THERE WAS REVo. CHARLIE DunawAaY, EVANGELIST,WHO
PREACHED HERE THREE DIFFERENT SUMMERS AROUND 1900. THERE
WAS ALSO THE Rev. ConwaYe THIS WAS NEAR THE TIME THE COT=-
TON MILL WAS BUILT, MANY NEW FAMILIES MOVED Te DaLLAS,
AND CAME TO THE CHURCHo GLORIOUS MEETINGS WERE HELD WHEN
PEOPLE REFUSED TO LEAVE THE ALTAR UNTIL THEY FELT THEIR
SINS HAD BEEN FORGIVEN, THROUGH THE YEARS, MR. JESSE
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ATCHESON WAS THE MEMBER WHO WOULD PREAGCH, PRAY, AND SAY
"AMEN'" AT ANY NEEDED TIME. THERE waS MRs. W. P. ("™iss
SaLLy") CooPER, VERY DEVOUT, WHO SEWED THE CHURCH'S
FIRST PULPIT CLOTHo,

THE FIRST FORMAL WEDDING GCEREMONY REMEMBERED BEING
PERFORMED IN THE DaLLAS MeTHODIST CHURCH WAS WHEN Miss
BERTHA SCOTT wAS WED To MR. BENNIE SMITH oN OcToser 18,
1903, THE CEREMONY WAS PERFORMED BY ReEv. A, Fe¢ NUNN AT
THE BEGINNING OF THE SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE. A FULL CON=-
GREGATION WAS PRESENT TO BEHOLD THE RITES, THE BRIDE,
WEARING A LONG WHITE DRESS WITH A TRAIN AND ADORNED WITH
THE TRADITIONAL BRIDAL VEILy CAME INTO THE CHURCH WITH
HER MAID OF HONOR, Miss DoLLiE REEVES, AND THE GROOM
ENTERED WITH HIS BESY MAN, MR. WiLL OwENS, THEY sTOOD
BEFORE THE ALTAR FOR THE CEREMONY,AFTER WHICH THEY TOOK
THEIR SEATS ON THE SECOND SEAT, RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE
CHURCH RESERVED FOR THEM, THEY SAT THROUGHT THE SERMON
AND THE BALANCE OF THE CHURCH SERVIGCE, AT THE CONCLUSION
OF WHICH THEY RECEIVED THE GCONGRATULATICNS AND GOOD WiSHe
ES OF ALL PRESENTo

WHEN ONE THINKS OF THE CHURCH'S RECREATION PROGRAMS,
ONE THINKS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF A Boy Scour Grour IN
1924, AND OF ANOTHER, THE MEN'sS CLUB MANY YEARS AGOo. THEN
IN THE LONG AGO, THERE WAS ALWAYS THE ANNUAL SPRING Pic=
NIC WHICH WAS HELD IN THE COMMUNITY,SOMETIMES AT NE|GHBOR=
ING SPRINGS WHEN IT WAS NECESSARY To '"'RIDE A TRAIN" ToO
REACH THE DESTINATIONo 100, THERE WAS THE BEAUTIFUL,TALL
CHrRIsTMAS TREE PUT UP IN THE CHURCH. ONE REMEMBERS A
CERTAIN CEDAR TREE USED BEFORE 1900, AND REMEMBERS BEING
SENT TO THE CHURCH WITH AN EXQUISITE DoLL WITH "OPEN AND
SHUT EYES'", AND WEARING A PRETTY WHITE ORGANDY DRESS WITH
RUFFLES AROUND THE SKIRT. ONE REMEMBERS, ALSO, THE BEAU-
TIFUL YOUNG LADY WHO TOOK THE DOLL AND THOUGHT IT PRETTY
AND FASTENED IT To THE CHRiISTMAS TREE TO AWAIT THE EVEN=
ING SERVICE WHEN ALL THE DOLLS AND OTHER GIFTS WOULD BE
ANNOUNCED FOR THOSE WHO WERE TO RECEIVE THEM., [|HE BEAU=
TIFUL YOUNG LADY IN CHARGE OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE WAS A
Miss Mamie CooPER, MEMBER OF THE LARGE METHODIST FAMILY
oF "CoorPeERS", WHO LATER MARRIED MR. GEORGE T. WELCH AND
THEY SPENT THEIR ENTIRE LIVES IN DaLLAS,

Race RELATIONS AMONG THE DaLLas CHURCHES HAVE AL =
WAYS BEEN EXCELLENT. ALL THREE OF THE NEGRO CHURCHES oOF
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oF THE DaLLas CoMMUNITY ARE OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD
AND HAVE WRITTEN HISTORIES OF THEIR CHURCHES.

Tue Men's CrLus oF THE DaLLas MeTHoDI1ST CHURCH FIRST
INVITED THE MEN'S SincING GRoUP oF THE NEGRO CHURCHES Te
SING FOR THEM AS A PROGRAM IN THE 1940's, AFTERWARD,THEY
CAME OFTEN TO SING FOR THEM, SUCH WAS THE PLEASURE IT
BRJIUGHT .

THE COMBINED FEMALE CHOIRS OF THE NEGRo CHURCHES
WERE INVITED TO COME AND BE A PART OF THE PROGRAM AT THE
ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE STATUS ofF Women ProgramMs (1955 -
1960)c AT ONE OF THESE MEETINGS, SPECIAL COMMENDATIONS
CAME FROM THE WIFE OF BisHoP ARTHUR MoORE, MRSe. STEWART
CoLLEY, PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN'S SoCIETY oF CHRISTIAN
SERVICE, AND MRs, James C. MaLeNE, CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN
oF THE STATus oF WoMEN COMMITTEE; WHO WERE PRESENT. THE
WOMEN OF ALL THE CHURCHES IN DALLAS MEET F@R THE WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER,

OFF ICERS OF
DALLAS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1974

ApMINISTRATIVE Boarp AnND CHARGE CoNFERENCE

WAYNE ANGEL Youna ApuLt (1974)
Ce A. ATCHESON MeMBER AT LARGE (1975)
ROBERT ATCHESON MemBeER AT LarGE (1974)
GERALD ATKINSON CHAIRMAN OF ADM.BOARD
YouTH MiIN. COORDINATOR
HAROLD AusTIN MemBerR AT LaRaE (1975)
I|RMA AUSTIN ENLISTMENT SECRETARY
BETTE Bacon RECORDING SECRETARY
Memser AT LARGE (1975)
GEORGE Baasy MeMBER AT LARGE (1974)
ELMER BoNE MeMBER AT LARGE (1976)
SaMm BRALY MeMBER AT LARGE (1976)
Mrs. We F, BYRD HoNORARY MEMBER
ALTON CARRUTH MemBER AT LARGE (1975)
Joste CARRUTH Memser AT LARGE (1976)
HEALTH & WELFARE REP,
Mike CoFeR Younag ApuLt (1976)

(coNT'D NEXT PAGE)



Cora CoLQuITT

JoRN CoviINGTON
GoRDON EARLS
MARGE EARLS

W. E. ELMORE
JoanneE FupGer

T. Le GANN
JEWELL GRAHAM
OrPaL GRAHAM
Ray GRAHAM
ToMMy GRAHAM
DeEaN HarDY

AGNES Hay
FRaANCES Hay
EL1ZABETH HENDERSON
ERNEST HOLLINGSHED
MERLYN JORGENSEN
Ron King

C. G. Lee

FLora BELLE LEE
VERA LEE

MiTcH PaRrRIS
JAMES SHIVER
Darius SMiTH
Rosie SMiTH
SARAH SMITH
SCOTT SMITH

B. Jo THOMAS
PeccYy THoMas
CectL THoMAasON
Price THORNTON
DovLE VauGHN
DoNaLD WATSON
LuciLLE WATSON
GEORGE WiLLIAMS
LiLtLie WiLLiams
LUTHER WiLLIAMS
Twirta WiLL1AMS
LoraN WiLLS

Pecay WiLLs

TERRY Lo PHILLIPS

Vice CHAIRMAN ADM.BoARD

ApuLT COORDINATOR

MeMBER AT LaRGE (1974)

YoutH Memeer (1974)

CHRM, - EvaNGELISM

MemBER AT LARGE (1975)
CHRM.-Missi1ons,SoctaL CONCERNS,
EcuMENICAL AFFAIRS

MemBer AT LARGE (1974)

MeMBER AT LARGE (1976)

CHURCH TREASURER

CHRM. = CounciL oN MiIN.

YouTtH mMemeer (1976)
CHRM.=F INANCE ;STEWARDSHIP
MeMBER AT LARGE (1974)

MeMBER AT LARGE (1974)

CHRM, = WoORSHIP

MeMBER AT LARGE (1975)

HONORARY MEMBER

CHiILDREN'S COORDINATOR

MemBeR AT LARGE (1974)

MeMBER AT LARGE (1974)

MemBER AT LARGE (1976)

HONORARY MEMBER
MEMBER AT LARGE
MEMBER AT LARGE
MEMBER AT LARGE
MeEMBER AT LARGE (1976)
MemBer AT LARGE (1976)

CHRM, = PASTOR=PARISH
MemBer AT LARGE (1976)

Music DirRecTOR

MemBer AT LARGE (1976)

Lay MemBer-AnNNuaL Conr,
Memser AT LARGE (1975)
MemseR AT LARGE (1975)
MeMBER AT LARGE (1974)

Lay LEADER

HONORARY MEMBER

HONORARY MEMBER
COORDINATOR=FAMILY MIN,
Stuoy SuPT.,CHRM. EBUCATION,
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

(1975)
(1975)
(1975)

PasToOR
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Counc i ON MINISTRIES

TERRY Lo PHiILLIPS PAsTOR

Pecgy Mo ThoMAS DIRECTOR OF Music

Ray GRAHAM CHa1RMAN

GERALD ATKINSON CHa1RMAN ApM. BoarRD,YouTH CoRe.

GEORGE WiLLIAMS LAy LEADER

LuciLLE WATSON PresIDENT UMW

MERLYN JORGENSEN CHILOREN'S COORDINATOR

Cora CoLquiTT ApuLT COORDINATOR

Twira WiLL1aMs FamiLy CooRrDiINATOR

LoraN WiLLs CHatrRMAN EDucCATION

MarRGeE EARLS CHAIRMAN EVANGEL 1SM

JoaNNE FuDGER CHRM.MIss1oNS,Soc1AL CONGERNS,
EcuMENICAL AFFAIRS

Dean HaRrDY CHRM. STEWARDSHIP

FRANCES Hay CHRM., WORSHIP

GorpoN EARLS YOUTH MEMBER

Linva PaARIS YOUTH MEMBER

WAYNE ANGEL/L1Z KING YOUNG ADULTS

ERNEST EARLS Rerp. UNiTED METHODIST MEN

Josie CARRUTH Rep.e HEALTH & WELFARE

Finance COMMITTEE

DeaN HaRDY CHaA 1 RMAN

TERRY Le PHILLIPS PasTor

PricE THORNTON Lay MmemBer AnNuaL Conr,
RAY GRAHAM CurMe CounciL oN MiN,.
GEORGE WILL1AMS LAY LEADER

LorAaN WiLLS FinanciaL SECRETARY
GERALU ATKINSON CHvrRM, ApoMm. BoarD

C. G, Lee TRusTEES REP.

Opat. GRAHAM CHURCH TREASURER

Re He JoHNs
ScoTT SMITH

TRUSTEES
JoE PaRIS W. E. ELMORE C. G, Lee
CarRL RATLIFF JOE HARWELL CeciL HyaTT
KaTe CROKER TREN WATSON
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PASTOR = PaRISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

ScoTT SMITH CHAIRMAN
PrRiCE THORNTON Lay MemBeR of AnNuaL CoNF.
KaTeE CROKER DeanN HarDY Vera LEE

ComMiITTEE ON NOMINATIONS AND PERSONNEL

Gorpon EARLS DARIUS SMITH Be Jo THOMAS
MERLYN JORGENSEN ART FUDGER VeEra LEeEe

ParsoNAGE COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON = AGNES Hay

Juey HaRrpY MaRY THORNTON RuTH WaTson
MARY PHiILLIPS JuLta HARWELL

ALTERNATE LAY MEMBER OF AnNuaL Conr, - Cora CoLquirTT

ExTer1or & GrRounDS ComMo CHRM, - Max CrRowe
COMMUN1ON STEWARDS = ZELLA BONE AND JOHNNIE WATSON

DIRECTOR OF HIGHER EDUCATION -  STEPHANIE RAKESTRAW
SECRETARY OF CHURCH ScHooL - Cecir THoMasoN
INTERIOR MAINTENANCE CoM. CHRM,. = MARY SMITH

IR 2R SRR SRS R R R R R R R R R R RS R AR R R R R Rl R SRR R R Rl E E

IN THE REPORT MADE BY THE PRESENT PASTOR,REv. TERRY
Le PHILLIPS IN CHARGE OF THE PERIOD JUNE 21 = OctoBer 13,
1973, HE salD "ACRoSS THE YEARS DALLAS HAS HAD SOME OUT=-
STANDING MINISTERS, TO FOLLOW 1S INDEED A HUMBL ING EXPER=
IENCE. HOWEVER, WE BEGAN OUR MINISTRY IN DALLAS WITH THE
REAL$IZATION THAT WE HAD BEEN SENT TO THE KINGDOM FOR SUCH
A TIME AS THISo FIRST CHURCH DALLAS HAS A GREAT SPIRITUAL
HERITAGEs HOWEVER, WITH PauLDING COUNTY BEGINNING TO GROW
COULD IT BE, THAT THE MOST OUTSTANDING CHAPTER OF THIS
CHURCH'S HISTORY 1S YET TO BE WRITTEN? To THIS END, WE
CONSECRATE OUR EFFORTS."

AND SO, WE LOOK BACK OVER ONE HUNDRED THIRTY YEARS
WiTH GRATEFUL HEARTS FOR THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH AND

LOOK TO THE FUTURE AND THE GREATNESS OF GobD.

AugusT, 1974
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