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In the late 1800's Poplar Springs, Georgia as a 

thriving rur 1 community within two miles of South Deoatur. 

Like most rural people at that time, the nhabitants 0 

Poplar Springs oame together to worship on Sunda mor~ 

in the local school house. This group, as best we can 

tell, was interdenominational, as it included both Methodist 

and Baptist worshippers. As far as ritual was conoerned, 

t~was no special order of service, just as there was no 

appointed pastor to preach. But from this group ass mbled 

to satisfy the needs of the spirit, two gre t churches 

traoe their h ~eJ East Lake ~ethodist Church and Fifth 

Avenue Baptist Church. 

According to the North Georgia Conference Journal of 

1897 East End ethodist Church was organized in July of 

that same year with 27 charter members. At that tim Dr. 

John W. Hight was Presiding Elder (the prototype office of 

01' District Superintendent) and he plaoed East End on a 
I 

circuit with Kirkwood ethodlst Churoh and East Atlanta 

Methodist Churoh. Aooording to Mr. B. R. Mountoastle, 

a oharter member, Ea t End had a preaching servioe on the 

second Sunday of eaoh onth, Kirkwood having preaching 

servioes on the first and)r Sundays aDd East Atlanta on 

the fourth Sundays. Pastor of this oharge was Rev. H. W. 

Joiner, who served in this capacity until the 1899 annual 

oonferenc , when Rev. F. G. Hughes was appointed to the 

charge. Under the le dership of Rev. Hughes five new 



members were added to East End bringing a total member

ship of 32, In 1900 Rev. C. C. Carey t09k the oirouit 

and urg d his people to ork towards building a ho~se of 

worship. At his suggestion a meeting was held at the home 

of r. J. N. Harris th Dr. W. P. Lovejoy, the Distriot 

Superint dent, presiding. At this meeting a oommittee, 

whose members were: Dr. E. E. Bryan, Elaine Christi n, 

J. E. h' ian, B. ountoastle, J. N. Harris, W. D..
 
Harris and E. O. Ford,was appointed to secure a lot and 

to tart the building prooeedings. 

The Atlanta Suburban Land Company donated the lot on 

the orner of Fourth Avenue and Gordon Street in South 

Deoatur to the growing oongrega ion on the condition that 

within twelve months the oongregation build a sanotuary 

oosting not less than 1000 on the lot. This gift oame 

as a result of the oomndttee's work and the oooperation 

of • A. Haygood, the land oompany's agent. The• 

following Quarterly Conferenoe not only oonfirmed the 

oomm ttee's work and endorsed the oontraot but it del 

gated authority to purchase the lot ajoinlng th itt lot. 

A short while later the oommittee purohased this lot for 

110.00. 

The work on the ohuroh began. It as a twel e months 

raoe. The oommittee oontraoted with the Phoenix Planing 

11 tor materials and • J. A. Douglass of East Atlanta 

to do the work. To help pay for the new building the ladies 

of the ohurch used every oonoeivable moral method of 

raising money.' Likewise the men did the same to meet the 



weekly Saturday payday of the orkmen building the church. 

Before the twelve months elapsed the little church was 

completed with a debt of only 170.00 on mater~als. The 

Church Extension Board graciously paid that. 

On the seoond Sunday in S~ptember 1900, Bishop ren 

A. Candler was present to dedicate East End [ethodist 

Churoh. His sermon text tor this occasion was Galatians 

1:	 9. 

"It anyone s preachlng to you a gospel 
co trary to that which yo Ieceived, let him 
be accursed." 

After the dedication, Rev. Cary held protracted 

s rvices, adding ninetee new members -- ten by transfer 

and nine by profession of faith. The following year Rev. 

Cary added seven more members. 

Immediately after the org nization of the church, a 

Church School was organized. The first thre superinten

dents were Dr. Link, J. N. Harris and J. E. Christian 

(their ord r not known). Those following were C. 0. Smith, 

A. B. Colley, J. L. Scott, P. H. Evans, R. J. Kerr, C. B. 

Farrar, James ooten. At present Ca 1 Reich is General 

Superintendent. 

Under the direction of Rev. O. C. Simmons in 1906 

East End began haVing preaching on the second and fourth 

Sundays of each month. Rev. • A. ells ~as procured to 

preach at the fourth Sunday m etings (He was not then a 

conterenc memberl. ith the impetus of new leadership 

the church un erwent a great revival. Rev. Wells secured 



the aid of a blind man, John Hendricks, to lead the singing. 

The services were h,eld outdoors as the small church could 

not hold the crowds that came. A wave of conversions swept 

the community and many members, especially young people, 

were taken into the church. 

Several years la ter the church had grown so tha t in 

1911 the sanctuary had to be enlarged to twice its original 

size. A few years following,another room was added to house 

the men's Bible Class. In 1920 the Epworth League was in

strumental in having another addition erected. Two years 

later th church school superintendent, r. A. B. Colley, 

directed some of the members in building several side rooms. 

In 1925 a temporary one-room building was constructed at 

the rear of the church lot to house the ov rflow from the 

Junior Department and was la ter improved and us ad by the 

Tom Haynie Bible Class for men. 

For 31 years East End remained part of a circuit. It 

has been on circuits at different times with artha Brown, 

Kirkwood, ,fur in, Ousley Chapel and others. Finally in 

1928 East End was strong enough to stand alone and became 

a station church. Rev. M. • ax~ell was appointed as it 

first full time pastor. Prior to this time East End had 

provided living quarters for their pastors in various ways. 

In 1920 th church had purchased a lot ajoining the church 

property in hopes that a parsonage could be built. In 1928 
I 

a beautiful six room brick parsonage was constructed to 

house the new full time minister. It was modern and oom



pletely f rnished. Two more rooms were added in 1932, 

and ".at the time it was oonsid ered one of the est parsonages 

in the North Georgia Conferenoe. 

The ohuroh membership grew staa ily, as did the ohurch 

school. In 1933 there were fourteen ohurch school classes 

and these were bulging for more sp! 0 in their cra,mped 

quarters. Time went on, new rooms were added slowly -

f r slower than the influx of members. By 1935 the churoh 

had 543 members and the situation. looked no brighter. A 

few more rooms were buIlt along. In 1941, the ar came 

and building became impossible. 

n 1945 shortly after the close of the war Rev. 

Blake raft was stationed at East End. Through his inspi

ration and the crowded conditions (the membership in 1946 

was 630) the groundwork was laid for a new ohur h to b 

built. A lot as seleoted several blocks away t the cor

ner of Fifth Avenu and Boul vard Drive. Constructio be

gan in 1948 and the sanctuary was in use by late 1949. 

en East End ethodist Church moved, it left behind its 

name and ohose new one. Now called "East Lake ethodist 

Church", it has 0 er a tho sand members, new three story 

ducational plant, a complete and modern sanctuary. and 

tWQ pastoral assistants as well as a paid organist and 

eexton. 

East Lake Methodist is new and modern in every respeot 

and has a program suitable for all. The s nctuary is 

furnished in polished oak and has wine-colored carpet and 



kneeling pad. Also the sanotuary has an amplification 

system for those whose hearing is defective. Th churc 

has two regular choirs, one of adults and one of young 

people, with a third choir being organized in the children's 

division. Ea t Lake ethodist also maintains a nursery 

during the Chu ch School and !~orning Worship hours. In 

the ohurch basement there are frequent supper meeting of 

various types, th latest being one on Sunday evenings for 

the Intermediate and Senior ethodist Youth Fellowships. 

The future of ast Lake ethodist Churoh looks 

bright as it continues in its purpose, ever striving to 

lead men to kno the ~ster, to orship Him and to s rve 

Him in a ohaotic world where the only peaoe comes from 

kno ing God. 



The following pastors have served East Lake Methodist Church: 

1897 Rev. H. W. Joiner 
1898 Rev. H. W. Joiner 
1899 Rev. F. G. Hughes 
1900 Rev. C. C. Carey 
1901 Rev. C. C, Carey 
1902 Rev. W. H. LaPrade, Jr. 
1903 Rev. W. H. LaPrade, Jr. 
1904 Rev. W. R. Mackay 
1905 Rev. H. W. Joiner 
1906 Rev. O. C. Simmons 
1907 Rev. O. C. Simmons 
1908 Rev. Olin King 
1909 Rev. W. E. Arnold 
1910 Rev. W. E. Arnold 
1911 Rey. W. E. Arnold 
1912 Rev. C. L. Patillo 
1913 Rev. C. L. Patillo 
1914 Rev. W. H. Boring 
1915 Rev. H. H. Jones 
1916 Rev. H. H. Jones 
1917 Rev. C. P. Marchman 
1918 Rev. J. W. O. McKibben 
1919 Rev. J. W. O. McKibben 
1920 Rev. ,J. W. O. McKibben 
1921 Rev. J. W. O. McKibben 
1922 Rev. W. J. Culpepper 
1923 Rev. W. J. Culpepper 
1924 Rev. W. J. CUlpepper 
1925 Rev. L. B. Harrell 
1926 Rev. L. B. Harrell 
1927 Rev. W. T. Hamby 
1928 Rev. M. M. Maxwell 
1929 Rev. M. M. Maxwell 
1930 Rev. M. M. Maxwell 
1931 Rev. E. G. Thomason 
1932 Rev. G. F. Venable 
1933 Rev. G. F. Venable 
1934 Rev. G. F. Venable 
1935 Rev. J .. H. Barton 
1936 Rev. J. H. Barton 
1937 Rev. J. H. Barton 
1938 Rev. J. H. Barton 
1939 Rev. E. M. Wise 
1940 Rev. E. M. Wise 
1941 Rev. N. O. L. Powell 
1942 Rev. N. O. L. Powell 
1943 Rev. N. O. L. Powell 
1944 Rev. N. 0,. L. Powell 
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1945 Rev. 1,. B. Craft 
1946 Rev. L. B. Craft 
1947 Rev. L. B. Craft 
1948 Rev. L. B. Craft 
1949 Rev. L. B. Craft 
1950 Rev. w. E. Strickland 
1951 Rev. w. E. Strickland 
1952 Rev. w. F.. Strickland 
1953 Rev. w. E. Strickland 


