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In the fall of 1890 a few members of the old Edgewood Church, located 
one block west of Moreland Avenue, south of the Georgia Railroad at Hutchin's 
Crossing, decided to organize a church nearer their community. The old 
church was too great a distance for small children and elderly people to 
attend Sunday School and Church regularly. Too, it was a great deal of 
trouble to hitch their horses to carriages to drive "way over to Inman 
Park" on Sunday. 

Accordingly, these members met at the home of the late Judge and Mrs. 
C. W. Smith on Whitefoord Avenue and organized the new church. The name 
"Epworth" was suggested by Mrs. C. W. Smith and thus Epworth Church was 
founded. 

~d.qe 
There were twenty-two charter members: MF. and Mrs. C. W. Smith, 

Doctor and Mrs. H. M. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Dowman, Henry Dowman, George Dowman, Albert Dowman, Miss Jessie Carrol 
(Mrs. W. K. Dennis), Mrs. A. E. Bessent, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Mayson, Mrs. 
W. T. Buchanan, Ralph Wright, Vass Daisy Wright, ~liss Sophie Wright, Arminius 
Wright, and Mr. and l-frs. J. R. Mell. The following gentlemen composed the 
first Board of Stewards: Judge C. W. Smith, Mr. Charles E. Dowman, Mr. J. 
G. Foote, Mr. J. R. Mell, and Dr. H. M. Smith. At the North Georgia Annual 
Conference in November of 1891 they applied for membership and a pastor for 
the small church. The Conference met at Cartersville with Bishop J. S. 
Key presiding. 

The first services were held in the Mayson Academy on the corner of 
North Mayson and McLendon Avenues. The first pastor, the Reverend J. W. 
Colley was assigned to Epworth by the Annual Conference in December, 1891. 
He served one year and was followed by Doctor Joel T. Daves who served, two 
years. 

Early in 1892 Mrs. A. E. Bessent donated a lot on the corner of South 
Mayson Avenue and La France Street and there the first church was built and 
valued by the Conference at $1,j67. Although the lot was only 100' by 125 1 , 

and the church not imposing, Doctor.J. W. Heidt, the first presiding elder, 
said Epworth was "the shining light in the Conference". 

The Reverend T. R. McCarty followed Dr. Daves. The next pastor was 
the Reverend S. B. Ledbetter who served Epworth for three years. Brother 
Ledbetter was greatly beloved by all denominations for now Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Episcopalians worshipped at Epworth since there was no 
other church in the community. 

In 1897 the church was struck by lightning and to'tally destroyed 
by fire. Immediately the members and friends of the church under the 
leadership of the Reverend S. B. Ledbetter rallied and decided to build 
again on the same lot. Some members wanted to move a few blocks over 
to the north where a new community was being built but a house-to-house 
canvas showed a desire to rebuild on the same site. There a much larger 
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and better sanctuary was built where the Reverend J. A. Timmerman and the 
Reverend Fletcher Walton served one year each. On December 28, 1902, 
during the pastorate of the Reverend W. T. Hamby this sanctuary was 
dedicated by Bishop Warren A. Candler. The new church was struck by 
lightning twice and caught fire several times but it managed not only to 
survive but to grow. 

Since the first church services were held in Mason's Academy, the 
first Sunday School was organized there, too. JUdge C. W. Smith was the 
first superintendent. About 50 members constituted the entire Sunday 
School. 

In the spring of 1892 the Epworth Woman's }'ssionary Society was or
ganized by Mrs. Morrison, district secretary at that time, in the home of 
Mrs. Dr. McCosh on the ,corner of La France and Lowery Streets. Mrs. A. F. 
Gerding was the first president, and V~s. McCosh was the first delegate 
to an annual meeting which met that year in Elberton, Georgia. 

In the early days of the V~ssionary Society there were two divisions 
Home Missions and Foreign Missions - and the socie~ies met separately. 
The dues for each division were ten cents a month. 

One of the first projects of the Society was the support of a Bible 
Woman in China - a project which has been continued even to the present 
date. 

In 1940, in order to give business and professional women the op
portunity to participate in t e Woman's Society, the Wesleyan Service 
Guild was organized. Miss Elizabeth Moseman was the first president. 
Today the Guild is a yery active unit of the Society. 

In the first quarter of the Twentieth Century Epwortr: grew under the 
ministry of some of the finest men in the Conference. The ReverendSGeorge 
W. Yarbrough, Bee~ A. M. Pierce, C. M. Lipham, J. W. Chalker, J. H. 
Mashburn, L. W. Rivers, A. H. S. Bugg, Firley Baum, J. A. Gray, O. A. 
Marrs, Oscar Smith, and J. W. Veatch answered the call of service. 

Epworth gained in membership rapidly and by 1925 the congregation 
realized the inadequacy of its buildi g and decided that a new church should 
be built. During the pastorate of the Reverend R. Z. Tyler, a building 
program was instituted. The untiring efforts, first of the Reverend E. L. 
Langford and later of the Reverend R. A. Edmondson, led to the purchase 
of a lot on the corner of McLendon Avenue and Callan Circle. Objections 
were raised to having a church here, and this lot was sold and one in the 
1500 block of McLendon Avenue bought. Here the present Educational Plant 
was erected under the leadership of Brother Edmondson. The old church on 
La France and Mayson was sold and razed in 1928. The altar, the pews, and 
the organ were brought into the new Educational Building in October of 
that year. 

The first service was held ovember 4, 1928. This was a great day 
for Epworth. Bishop Warren Candler preached the opening sermon and then 
members and friends gathered for "dinner on the grounds." 

Shortly after completion of the new building came the years of de
pression and Epworth faced "hard times" in meeting notes on this structure. 
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Seeing the church through these trying times were: Reverend W. T. Hamby, 
Reverend B. F. Pim, Reverend S. D. Cherry, Dr. Wallace Rogers, Reverend Zack 
Hayes and Reverend J. Hamby Barton. Each of these pastors joined in the 
struggle to "payoff" the debt. The first real success toward that end was 
made during the five-year ministry of ~e Reverend S. D. Cherry. The 
second mortgage was burned in 1937 and the first mortgage reduced to a 
point where it was no longer a great burden. 

In 1937, too, the present parsonage at 535 Page Avenue, N. E. was 
purchased. The first parsonage, bought in 1893, was located at 346 
Glendale Avenue, N. E. Later this was sold and 525 Mayson Avenue, N. E. 
was purchased. About the time the Educational Plant was built, this par
sonage was sold to the Conference for a Superannuate Minister's Home. 
The ministers who have occupied this home have contributed much to the 
spiritual life of Epworth. 

Eight years later (years of great sacrifices and heroic contributions 
of time, effort, and money) the first mortgage was burned. The following 
ministers helped bring Epworth to this milepost in her history: The 
Reverend Walter Robison, Reverend Waights Henry, and Reverend W. H. Gardner. 

On March 4, 1945, during the ministry of Reverend W. H. Gardner, 
Bishop Arthur Moore preached the morning sermon and dedicated the Church 
School Building of Epworth Methodist Church. But Epworth had not arrived. 
The Quarterly Conference immediately authorized the setting up of a com
mittee to receive contributions toward a sanctuary. 

During the ministry of the Reverend W. H. Gardener and the late Rev
erend Irby Henderson the building fund grew rapidly toward the "two-thirds 
of the total" goal set by the building committee to be reached before the 
ground breaking for the new sanctuary. 

In June 1951, the Reverend Charles W. Fruit, our present pastor, 
began his ministry at Epworth. On October 14, of that same year members 
and friends, both old and new, gathered at Epworth for a basket-dinner and 
the ground breaking ceremony for the long awaited sanctuary. 

During the eleven months building period funds were increased in 
many unusual ways. A Christmas tree loaded with gifts of money, and a 
Lenten Self-Denial offering at Easter swelled the treasury. 

At last it was built - God's sanctuaryl On Sunday Morning, September 
7, 1952, the pastor, the Reverend Charles W. Fruit, preached the sermon 
which marked the official opening of the House of Worship. Following 
a picnic dinner, an informal afternoon service was given over to former 
pastors and friends and the acknowledgement of the various gifts to the 
church. Evening worship brought to a close a day of great rejoicing. 

"And now it stands all beautiful and new," The crowning
 
achievement of years of sacrifice.
 

Through the years as Epworth has served so has she been served. 
Many have contributed loyalty and devotion but in this community no other 
person is so loved by so many for her goodness, her unselfishness, and 
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her devotion to high ideals as ~dss Mary Lin. Since 1894 Miss Mary has 
given "the sunshine of her spirit and the- steadfastness of her faith" to 
the Primary Department, the Woman's Society of Christian Service, and other 
activities of the church. Thus, Sunday, June 8, 1952, was set aside as 
Mary Lin Appreciation Day - a notable event in the history of Epworth. 

In the field of service Epworth has sent out three young ministers 

the Reverend Carl Dodds, the Reverend Robert Bridges, and the Reverend
 
Guy Sharpe. Too, for many years Epworth has been the "training-ground"
 
for young ministerial students from the Candler School of Theology and in
 
turn has enjoyed their services. The Reverend Jack C. Reaves, one of our
 
present members, was called to the ministry under the late Reverend Irby
 
Henderson's pastorate, and is now serving as ~ assistant pastor.
 

Epworth has grown as she has served. The following comparisons are
 
vital evidence of this growth:
 

Church 

1891 - 92 1952 - 53 

Members 49 1001 
Minister's Salary $500 $5000 
Value of Church $1,667 $183,000 
Total From all sources $2667.75 ------
(Includes church, Sunday School, and Woman's Missionary Society.) 

I-" - - - - _- - - - - - - Church Expenditures (Budget, Building 
~ 

Fund) $43,000. 

Sunday School 

Members 62 631 
Officers and Teachers 10 40 
Collection :iP59.27 1507.24 

Woman's Society and Guild 

Members 12 (estimated) 186 
Collections $33.45 3324.47 

Today, Epworth, with sixty three years of progress behind her, faces 
forward to another goal - the clearing of the indebtedness on the Sanctuary 
and its dedication to the service of GOd'S Kingdom on Earth. 

Sources: 

1. Yearbooks and Minutes of the North Georgia Conference 1890 to 1952 
2. Mrs. W. T. Buchanan - Charter Member 
3. Miss t~ry Lin - ember since 1894 
4. Notes of the late ~~s. J. G. Foote - Charter r1ember 

Historians: 
Frances Spratling 
Edith Ruff 


