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PI D'S CH.J'EL ,IZERO.1ST CHURCH 
". :ristory 

'ield I s Chapel i..etl1odist Church is on t e Holly Spr' ncs 
Chdr 'e, _ tll.nt- Jest District, 1'0rth reor':ria Conference. The 
ch'rch is 10 C' ted six I.iles \lest of CLr ton, r-eor~ in ju::;t off 
Georgia Hw~r. I 20. It is bOl't one 1 ile from ."ll£', toont:. Lake.I 

The first Field's Chapel Church> s uilt b,r Jere:1'iah 
ield, who 1, s born ..pril 26, 17 8 and di ed .J <";6.' bel' ::::3, 185 • 

The ch r...,h .u.s built so ~ir.e d' i ~ his lifcti!'ie. e huve noi 

r cOl~d or date LS to \'hell i, "::,3 b"lilt, but ~'e sup_ose t .at it 
,as built so .eti e around 1820 or perhaps before that dcte. 
- 'e k 0\; that the first church stood for ny years G.YJ."" :r s in 
use until tl e chu1'01. ~ hich . ow stands . s uilt y vhe. rlcs 
~teele in 1898 and compl ted in 18 9. This church 'as sponsored 
ard founded by u. 1 _li~s ~ie1d ~~d . s dedic_to on the ~irst 

Sund"y lTI JU..8, 1899. ~ev. Sam _. Jones dedicateG. t e church 
ard it ';u.s s~id th:.:.a.t there "Jere three t ..ousbrd people pI ~l t 
to 'fitness tLe dedic",tion in spite of the r3in~r 'e['ther. Rev. 
Joe Jones, brother of ~a~ P. Jones, held servi~es tnut dey in 11 
old church I"hich stood bet're(;n the prese"1t cll"rch a!1d the 
cer etery. This Homecol i g Day, June ;:;, 1951, rr.arl(:s the 52th 

...nniversary of the de"lic<..tioYJ. of thiu chnnch in 1899. lr3.
 
redoni", Field aston, duu"hter of ._arl ::"'lic...8 :'ield, placed
i 

the :r.!0! .orial Hindo'! i.n tiL cht..rc ~n hOllor' of her father. 
Jeremiah Field's desceLdarlts, five sons ar,d ne d urhter ':ere 
narr.ed: illia:.:, .Dolen, 1 attison, .21iL8, .lijah, c.rd elinda. 

Elias~. 'ield and his 'ife, 5usc.n _ cl:in.ey Field ~ dono 
dLughter c...nd two sons. They ~ere: Rredonia ~ield aston, 
i, arcus Harvey Field, Ll.nd Larl :21i' s Field. .' ""rcus :?ield' s 
livip.S deeccYJ.dants are: .•nnie i'icld ~ru."T'by s.nd ;rcdonia "'ield 
:H.o.rmon. '2.1be living des cendElnts of _8.1"1 ),li.;,s 1<ield o.re: Susie 
Lee Field Lovell, JereDaih ~arl -ield, .. arcus Harvey rield, 
.nd Jarnes l.c: .. inney Field. 

T e builder of the church, oJharles ~. Bteele, : as u.t one 
ti'1o a I:'er.bcr of the le[;'-islo.'0ure f:ro:-'1 C ierol:ee courty. e 
~'arri6d lIarriet :3re Ister, lrho ,:as a sister of Rev. _1 a trick 
Henry brc'.. star. ev. Brc".:ster \/::lS pastor of "ie1d' s C:la el 
v urch near 1870 ~nd perhaps before t~at ti e. 

FLev. reVlS ter lJ'as the rrc....ndfn. t er of busan edelle Le , is, 
Cl r~ Bede11e )er~lnson, and Linde.. Bedelle Perry, and the 
1 te E.."n .ett and Clarel1 ce Bedelle ',Iho 7ere active 11e2'bers. 

The lute Georr'e • Gr:..LI,ling, rho securec, :91uced t .. ~ d laid 
the rock for the found~ tion of this cr.urch, \"t S S 1.. erint3nda t 
of the Sunday Jchool for li~ny years. Others: 0 aided in t e 
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construction f the chur eh '..'e1 e· Iter utone, u..nd Lee hill­
house. 

~ome of tl1e outstanding !i'inisters b.nd laymen to whom iVe 
may pay tribute are: Rev. • F. Cocp ~, who served this 
charge 1885-87, . dJed -f..lny .enbers. \ford rful revival wn s 
held in thE. slil.mmer after the dedication by the pastor at that 
time, Rev. J. I. "lntts. Jugustus ;Stone \Tas t:1e Sunday chool 
S pt. for serveral years [..l.t this t L e. T' .roughout the ye~ rs 
numbers of mevbers ',(r £..dded Ur.dCl" such c.'Jle mil"isters and 
serval1tc- of our Lord' s the R.ev. 1 • :-I. 3peer, 1925; Rev. 

ilgrim, Rev. Loran Pc....r~{er, e-...nd .. any others • 

...lso fai t f~l in their service sinde t'10 didication in 
1899 were Rev. larshall I.cClure, Rev. L. B. Hughes, ,-,-nd Rev. 
Ira B. Le ";is, {ho se fathel' Rev. 'I homas Le'.~is ViaS also a I etho­
dist minister. 

gre<..t event in th hi~tory of this church \ias a lorious 
revival held and conducted in J ugus t, 1927 by the pastor R 11. 

J. !. erry. .uu.ri TIS this revival forty-nine 'Jere c ODverted and 
twenty-four \Tere received in tLc church by baptism. nother 
£ood revival w S held in ueust, 1919 b J the pastors, R0V. 
J ~c~ 1. Godbey and Rev. C. ~. Spier, Jr. Ei .. ht {ere received 
into the church t 1en. 

Fo 
~e±~ewifi -i8-a-±"8~-ef-~Re-~asBe~s-ef-t'~e-efiHPeB-afia-tHe 

a te-ef-~~eip-~ peiR~ ... ~: 

In 1927 dnd 1928 many of the land o'mers sold their l' nd 
for the construction of the pre8ent l.llatoona Lalre. l~rge 

munber of the people TI"oved av.r .... y. For! :J.":JY years t11ere \'Jere 
onl ':::e,.: attend1.r..g church services ~.t ield' s Shapel. The 
chur eh ;. 'as b:....dly in need of ret air, so in ..pril, 1 50, a 
buildinG fund ~/"" s started by the fC.i thful fev! Who at terded. 
Over ;"900.00 J s p;iven, &nd wor'k vriS begun. T~·!e buildin...: 
,;{as painted out side, the ceiling was repaired, ne I 'lindo IS 

'."[ere l.'1stalled, and the pe S "ere refi:=1is ed, <. !"long other 
thinbs. ?:r. Lt:l. terence \.Iobb gave t" 0 beautifl 1 pictures to the 
church. 

In Septer,!ber, 1950 the floor lias saY'.ded and refinished. 
The rep~ir ~rk \~s now co leted, dS ~ell tS t e Knox Bridge 
over ~tO\{ah River at the begim"'in[; of _ 118.toona Lake, A Home­
cOF!ing {~S held the first unday in ctober. any of the old 
merr:.ber carle bac!. and h&d an enj oyable day. ~ ne"... porch was 
erected early in 1951. 

~ince 1951 furt1er building improve~ents h~ve been ~ de 
includin~ a ne altar, ne' roof, heating syster, and ot er 
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items. 

Homecommmgs are held each First ~un ay in Ju~e. The
 
nnual revival is First 3unday in ugust •
 

• list of the pastors .~th t.le date of their appoint­
~ent: ' .• li. Dond, 1882; t:.at1Uel Jones, 1884; J ... Sullivan, 
1885; 18S6-87 unlmovn; H. 1 • ...:rith, 1888; G. ',. nderson, 
1888; '. J. ood, 1889-90; L. D. Co in'"', 1891; J. T. Daves, 
1892; J. . • Sullivan, 1893-84; ,. H. Cooper, 1895-97; L. 

ow Cog ins, 1898; J. I. atts, 1899-1900. 

J. • Speer, 1901; J. ~. Russell, 1902; T. H. Dillard, 
1903; va-Iter Ling, 1904; J. R. llen, 1905-06; P. Z. Fret­
well, 1907-10; 'lisha ~hields, 1911-12, R. I. Johnson, 1913­
14; J. • Crow and F. C. OHens, 1915; ,r. ~" Percell and F. 
C. O'lens, HH6; adem Clark, 1917; J. H. Bailey, 1918; J. 
Chandler, 1919; G. T. Shell, 1 20-21; J. L. J oore, 1922; 

. h. Speer, 1923-25; L. L. Dcvidson, 1926; J. '.• Perry, 
1927-28; J. J. illing)['.L, 1929- 0; • L. Vickery, 1931-34;• 

•.. Pi1 grIllLI1, 1935-37; • f..-. Ulm, 1938; . B. Tills, 1939­
1940; Loran Parker, 1941-42; Tho.,.us :i'owler, 1943-44; J. I. 

Bar~er, 1945-46. 

In 1947 a associate pastor \laS assigned to the Holly 
Springs ch rge to assist the p£..stor. rrorris i.ing _nd James 
J. Godbey, 1947; r • L. Bantley and Ja~es • Godbey, 1948; 
C. E. Spior, Jr., and J l.es -. Godbey, 1949; C. "". Spier, 
Jr., and harold E. r:.,.swel1, 1 50-52; eVe 'il1ie P. Berkner 
and Ira Bedel1e, 1952-53; • P. Berkner and Kenneth Cris­
.,.'ell, 1953-55; James il1iam Dupree .::..nd Calvin' ard, 1955-57. 

The material for the history (1951) was g~thered by 
Susie Bedelle Le'llfis and Pauline Bedel1e Gr !Cling. The history 
v~s vritten by Rev. nd: rs. harold Br~swel1 • 

. arch, 1957 
Holly Spri gs, Geor ia 
Rev. ill Dupree 


