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" ‘TSTHRY OF FRIENDbHIP MJLTHODIST CHURCH YT e
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| ; In d1v1d1lg the tOple Whlch shhuL& share 1n the program SRIEE
[T .0F the Home-coming of: Prlendchip Methodist Church there, hes .
k 7g€_” baen assigréd to me the simple topicy ‘History Of The Ghurch"

e A8 our .stetistics have’ been destroved, it hes left  the' fleld
: og&n for a Wlde rangc of spGCLiatlve hlstory.‘_;“'g .
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| ! The - story of the creqtlon of the world ‘begins with these :

I‘ words,' "Inithe boclnnlng ‘and . from that, start hence there ..
Funk has buen a 'more;or.less deflnite record of events in clnron-,~
e olbgicalvorders” If this writing: is;permittedito begin with -
ki these words,"In’the begihningt, we pause to. contemplate i die PRy
LTk than sPecific timﬂrand place.;z ¥ P E l‘ : ‘;._’ i, ol

,;:‘; Gertainlv a8 churches are first begun in. the hearts of

';Q} those who comprise ‘their. wcwbership, Te Friendship Methodlst~ e
L “WnChureh ‘besan. An‘ithe; llVPS of- devout. -mén-:and women ‘bef: reﬁﬂmhnﬂﬁ BT
g s U0 3 sSCel nite . s year And date which it was organized., Friend- . o
BCoapns ship was crdenized -in:September 1890, by Isaih Riversy a lhcal e .
Sd v omredcHer T rom: Bethehy, and. Felix Brnwn the pastor .at

lL;}_-', nnjrburn.. Lonnie Eason and,Thad Lew1s were lareely responslble'
PRt for dits arganization{,y tiey attended a .meeting run by th

‘ﬁ o ‘najvqtlnn Army' at’ Bethany.g ‘They viere converted at: this
Y{j?”. grdeting end joined the ghvreh, Thev ‘came home -and started
oy g hundey: Sehoolyin an old ‘Store house at, this placei It
E#;,;\lﬂ erew ininterest and ‘@s ‘there -wasn!'t a Methodist Church
H;Q-ﬂ} nekrer than Bethany, Rlvsrdale or*Fayettev1lle they begrn

S i T gawork! tol get innid here i i'THe, first‘protracted meeting was

‘»c..-ihaﬂw

fﬂnm-w~weid-vndem B brusn arbor ;bud 1t by the men and boys ‘of the

? fiﬁﬁttlemont, fnd servioes were: held in the .0ld storeé house whé:
f' T he Weather wasTt) suitable to have gervices under the arbor.
Mﬁ }g “thén cnnfLrence~met the néw. chlirch was'put on.the Favette~ ..

JoRddle, cireutt  withy “ ?ternoon app01ntment Services were
’ﬁvhe¢d in- & one room: log ‘house . th€ first winter as there was
\j na Wav;@f heatihg the 61d. store. It was located on Mrs.
S TR Eeson s pTace where Mr. Wlley Ghapman now 11ves.

Tho n»wly orgqnlred church mombers begrn to- work to build _
acdhurchys "Mre/iiJane Fason donated the land to build: the woei® w i

#3**~-ﬁrcburcb offwa The ncn-cnt and hadie&"uhe’iogs and soon. nad W i
avaiion s bhe (bullding up. At firstidgervices were held in the’. PR
E et eaacbuilaingiwith ondy’ sheetlng floor snd' punching seats but

| gt ‘the members !-f the church were faithful. anhd kept on wmrklng

I§‘1lwuntil they hadia 2o00d! floor and: seatsi

In 1894 the churoh
RAEL L gn rons byDry Johy Ds HS1qt: i Pin | ¢

| _u:;:; ﬁe had aLHaVS oalled 1t the newzchurch but before it could
l{>fﬁ.f_ibe dedicated *t had to have a ‘nare so there were several

accefted as aut*enlc 13'3] ,

il Xy Amanda Flowers, V. J. Cox, Lonnie 4ﬂ:
Cox Lev1na,Eason Johnson, Thaddaus owis, il
féﬁ%ﬁv’aﬁaaTurner and ‘wife, Arthur Turhﬁﬁ“”“ e
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Lohn ouler WES the flrst rastor ass;gped by the conference b
‘ta . Friendship Church. The follow1ng Hen have served this
g2 ashurch: @8y gastor < Hper 20

mﬁuiJohn Spieys;: H.. H Wood G W: Thomas R~ A. Seal, A. B..

! eaver Loy Warwick:;’ John Spier(2nd time), Rev. Snyder,

T X Alken, Wllllam Spiery, I, "W. Keithley, W. J. Deberd-
S5 TE elebcn ‘AJB.‘Sanders,;:J. D. Milton, Georae Gery, J« R.
fghdi | i Tones Rev. Conwav, Jq S. Askew, M., Maxwell, H, H. Dillard,
LRTR0L L Kelleyy; I r08Ky Wilburn, Paul Touchstcne, Jack.Nlckols,_
ot Wie 50 Robart Stewart i ALD, Whltlmore, J. Clinton Werd, J. D. 3
~Gibson; Marvin Felfnn Cerl Dodds, William A° Tvsnn g o

s O, 58 middlnbrooks P. G. Curry(Present Pastor). Blake
| q;;.Craft and-J. C Cmons 5 E N o

3 el Local preachrcs glvinz their tlme were: - .
‘% Rév. Todd, Reév. Jonés, Tom McGarity, Jim Farr, Joe Farr,
Pl TRt Landrum Tom.Brown and Isaih Rivers. Those T men-
gatoe Blioned, have had regular appointments, other dockl preachers
% having:given time diring protracted meetings were: - ok
= *”rlgg‘bLQﬂlﬂS,wﬂﬂs Banksyuaaaan MaskT«Wak%crdﬁunes*ﬁn g
‘others " AY1l Of ‘thede’wére 'back in the early -davs of the
church when people had.time ‘to go tb church both‘day and
; night’ and:week after WeeKSFmetlmes. Thus: Friendship
Exi6e ‘Chnirch wWas: born.‘ ‘Today ;we -are proud of .our church and
ok cherish! the. memory- of those loyal souls who made possible
{10 ' the eliurch’of today. We Teap the benefits of the bushels
‘ofrecorn-feds to the: preaohers horses and the potatoes that

s o T O et e

went on the, dinner‘t-ble, "1f; those_who have gone ahead . ., o
B aoraflced to.give ik ‘bo usy how mich greater isg our obli~ , P
s d eation t0 hand it unbllmished to those generatlﬁﬁs which
1 AT comgng.after,us.~ﬁf4 e i gl =
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1 rrﬂpndship Church has had two buildwnas, the flrst was: wreck-
e tad S0 i somes extent bV)winds, ‘80,1t was. decided to bnl]d a i
['naw church et the same location,. This ‘was June 1936, J.;  #
;4. Clinton Ward: wes:the. pastor in charce. |The flrst‘servlces
B inithe mew: ‘ghurch Were heldiin April 1937. -J. DB, Gibson.
L was'the pastor at this tine. :"This church was ded csted
i Septembcr 10, 1944 by Willlam A Tvson Sr. w, ol B

¥ This church haﬂ thvee members who went: put o preach the
B 298 ¢ EAH -4 skel athe:’ memburs had sons. whg,wannwau$4~.30“letxuﬁh&&~‘nr
e e = = 0T QLSQﬂhrageaj work: stapfed: here-whién those-few. s <2
| WM hen "and, women  started this eHurch is beins: calrled on 1n

* . other ﬁarts of the country as well as’ here.

v
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bt ey haye. three ehbers 6f thés church who are over 80 yeers
ite01dl, 5y Twos of i them have ‘been members for over fifty years,’ the
:f}other has been a member here and elsewhere much Ionger. ‘ £

,Q'ffﬂ81nCe our last bomecomlng we: have lost by deoth, ‘one of our
piibeloved pastovs, Rev. Loy Warw1ck .also. two memb@rs, W. 0. G
“]Carter and Agero‘Barber.ﬂ ; : t'” f .
: A iy \oWing states heve eerved ‘a5 pastors o
the fgéeorgig, S. Carolina, Kentucky, Mlssissioi gnd




Friendship United Methodist

1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1073
1974
1975

Lloyd Jackson

Clyde Blackstock

Charles A. Graves
mn

Paul Douglas
1"

J. M. McNeil
Ernest C. Grose
Emmett L. Rape
Albert M. Beatty
Marcus Booker

"

Sidhey T. Ayer, Jr.
"

Larry Speed
William M. McCutchen
Bill M. Green
Samuel A. Storey
James Edgar Foy
Gary Knight

"

"

Grady A. Lively
J. Ray Thompson
H. Frank Barfield

Church

Assistant

Assistant

Assistant

Assistant

Frank Seghers, Jr.
1

Francis L. Ford

Donald W. Hiten

H. A. McNeil





