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THE mSTORY OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF GAY 

j GAY, GIDRGI 

The lIethodist Church of Ge.y ~as organized in the :>rear 1905, 

a group of Pioneer Christians meeting in the music room of the 

Oakland School house for worship on Sunday afternoon. orne of 

the well known names umbered in the congregation were members 

of the families of D.P.Ellis, M.F.Bowles, W.L.Blakeley, The 

Sitton Family, Mrs. Dettie Baughan, Henry Clark, Narvin Neal, and 

others. J. Han'lell House was Pastor in charge. Later the Oakland 

Baptist Church graciously offered the use of their church and 

regular services were held there once a month on Sunday afternoon. 

The Presiding Eider of the District at that time was B.P. llen,the 

church ,as on the Primrose charge. 

The Bishop was Vi. [.Duncan; another well known . shop that 

served the conference in that epoch was Bishop Seth ard; also Dr. 

John Robins served as Presiding Elder during this period. 

Some of the Pastors serving over a period of years during tlus 

era VIere Rev. V.E. Lanford, T.II.~xwell, nd A.Vf. Quillian. 

In the year 1914 members of the Ebenezer Church, with the 

'ethodist members from Oakland, united to form the 'lethodist Church 

of Gay, beine transferred to the ¥foodbury Charge. The old School 

Building in Gay Was purchased and remodeled for use as the ehurch. 

This bUilding was used from this time until the year 1945. 
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Pastors who served during these years are names well kno~n and loved 

in the history of Methodism today: Rev.Pattillo, E.D.Hale, T.E. :Max

""Jell, H.T.Smi th. Jesse V"arwick, R.C.Rolland, D.B.cantrell, food-

ruff, J.V.Jones, W.L. Jolley, W.E.Purcell, and J.R.Couch. 

During the Hinistry of Rev. J.H.Couch. on 'Ihanksgiving Day 1945, 

ground was broken for the erection of a n~l chu h bUilding, the mem

bership at that time being forty. A building committee was named 

which comprised the following: Chairman J.L.Evans, B.D.Estes, ~ s. K. 

T.Eates, Mrs. R.R .Estes. Mrs. J.W.Kei th. and j s. R.K.:Mann. th 

great enthusi sm, Ulltirine effort, and zeal on the part of the mem

bers, funds were raised and soon construction got under w,y. During 

the process of building the members again accepted the invitation 

of the Baptist people to worship in their church. 

The Woman's Society of Christian Service, with eleven members, 

really had a vital part in raising funds for the furnishing of the 

church and kitchen. They worked hole-heartedly, in various ays 

to make enough money to buy pulpit furniture, a beautiful carpet, and 

kneeling p d for the altar. They also bought for the kitchen an 

electric stove. and all necessary equipment. The society bought three 

dozen chairs for Sunday School rooms, maps, charts. tables and etc. 

to be used as teaching aids for beginners and primaries. 

Several outstanding gifts were presented the church, one being 

a lovely Bible given by aldred Estes. Windows and pews were pre
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sented as memorials to different loved ones; One window, especially 

outst ndine, in the choir loft, given as a memorial to the girls 

and boys serving in orld 'War L1. It is truly an ir.spiri g scene, 

representing the Son of Our Lord with outstretched arms, always ready 

to minister to the needs of all humanity. 

The first seriee held in the nm; Church was on Thanksgiving 

Say 1947 conducted by Rev.J.E.Couch, the Pastor. The entire con

greeation voiced heartfelt thanks for the beautiful sanctuary in 

which they could more adequately worship Ged. 

The first funera.l service was thai" of 1TS.'~.F.Bowles, a be

loved charter member, also conducted by Rev.Couch. 

Rev. Couch officiated at the first wedding ceremony in th 

Church, that of Geraldine Evans, daughter of • and Mrs. B.B. Evans. 

In the Conference year of 1948 Rev. Forrest L. King was 

sent as pastor to succeed Rev. Couch, and is still pastor of the 

cbaree. Rev. King has greatly endeared himself to the member-ship 

by his untiring efforts and unbounded enthusi sm in every phase of 

the work of the Church. The Gay and Oakland communities have been 

richly blessed during his ministry and he, and his family, have won 

a deep and abiding love from the people. 

In July 1950 the Church was dedicated, Bishop Moore presid

ing, assisted y District Super~ntendent J~ Thrailkill, Rev. 
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Forrest L. King, and Rev. J.R. Couch, this will always st nd out 

in memory as the greatest service of' the Church. Bishop lloore 

preached in an inspiring and eloquent manner, using as a text 

a passage of' Scripture f'rom Isaiah, "In the year King Uzziah died 

I saw the Lord. tI 

In April 1951 Dr. aiehts G. Henry conducted Revival Services 

in the Church and on the last night of the services~ after recep

tion and baptism of' new members, dedicated the Rarmnond Organ, hi ch 

had been purchased previously, and the indebtedness paid of'f during 

the week. , . 

The Organ was dedicated to l~s. E.B.Estes in appreciation of' 

the untiring service she had given to the church over a long period 

of' yeers~ in the ministry of music. 

If' the roll were called of' !~inisters that have come, over a per

iod of years to the Church as rruest Mi isters during the Methodist 

Revival season, there would be many well known and loved preachers; 

Rev. Rembert Sisson~ H.C. Holland, ~. Pierce Harris~ Rev. George 

King, Rev. ,.~. Twiggs, Dr. Chas Forrester, Dr. aights G. Henry; 

to these, and many others, we would pay loving tribute f'or a wonder

ful contribution to the Spiritual elfare and the betterment of 

our Church and Community. 


