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Some two years ago the congregation of Glenn Memorial Methodist 

Church celebrated its thirtieth anniversary. Its foundation dates 

back to January 11, 1920, when Bishop Warren A. Candler addressed a 

gathering in the Emory Theological School chapel, brought together for 

the purpose of organizing a church. Fifty-seven of those assembled 

expressed their willingness to be identified with the project and 

with the guidance of Bishop Candler an organization was effected. 

The personnel at the time consisted largely of Emory faculty men, 

administrators, their wives and famili s. 

At the meeting of the first quarterly conference, of which 

Dr. J. B. Eakes, at the time Presiding Elder of the Atlanta District, 

was in charge, various officers and the board of stewards were selected, 

all of these members of the Emory faculty. Professor Douglas Rumble 

was named Sunday School Superintendent, Professor Robert C. Rhodes, 

Associate, Professor J. B. Peebles, Secretary and Treasurer. The 

following men composed the first board of stewards: Edgar H. Johnson, 

J. Gordon tipe, • T. Peed, E. K. Turner, Theodore H. Jack, Nolan 

A. Goodyear. The first pastor was Rev. T. H. Lipscomb, at the time 

Professor of Bible in the College. 

In the minutes of the North Georgia Conferenc for 1921-22 

appears the first mention of the Emory Church, which apparently was 

given official recognition at that time. The membership for the 

year was reported as 104 and Professor H. C. Howard of the Theological 

S hool, Professor of Homiletics, was appointed as Supply Pastor. 
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He served two years in this capacity, being succeeded in 1923 by 

Dr .•Waights G. Henry, also from the Theological School Faculty, 

followed in turn by rlev. Joseph A. Smith each for a single term. 

Rev. Robert Z. Tyler was the official preacher for the following 

three years, succeded by Professor W. T. \~atkins, now Bishop Watkins, 

for a term of two years, which brings us to the year 1930. 

In the Emory campaign of 1926 looking to the raising of ten 

million dollars, certain c· ntributions were made for the purpose of 

constructing a church upon the campus area to be known as the Glenn 

Memorial Church. This was to do honor to the distinguished Rev. 

Wilbur Fisk Glenn, father of Mrs. Charles Howard Candler, Mr. Thomas 

• Glenn and ~r. Will Glenn. These contributions were as follows: 

I'IIr. T. K. Glenn 71,626.50
 
i'ir. Charles Howard Candler 65,750.00
 
Mrs. Flora G. Candler 28,445.75

r,Ir. W. H. Glenn 3,000.00
 
Nr. ~'Jadley Glenn 1,000.00
 
Dr. \;. S. Elkin 500.00
 
Mr. Charles' Howard Candler, Jr. 500.00
 
Campbell Coal Company 914.00
 
vIr. Arthur Howell 500.00
 
Miscellaneous 830.00
 

$173,066.42
Emory University 56,842.57 

Total $229,908.99 

Total cost of the Church 

The problem of constructing a church at the same time should 

serve as an auditorium for functions of various descriptions was 

placed in the hands of the architects, the firm of Hentz, Adler & 

Shutze, who set about to make of this a masterpiece. 

The University offered the peninsula of land immediately to 

the right of the main entrance, furnishing an elevation which made the 

position of the church on that site a strategic one, particularly for 
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visitors turning into North Decatur Road from Lullwater. The 

illumination at night enhances the effect. In style it follows 

the Christopher Wrenn tradition, which left its imprint on many 

of the fine early American churches and continues in favor up to 

the present day. The high steeple is reminiscent of Bristol, England; 

the enclosing po tico suggests King's Chapel in Boston, Mass. while 

the body of the church with its colossal pilasters flanking the 

arched windows is not unlike the beautiful St. ~ichael's of Charles

ton, S. C., all moulded into a structure of splendid proportions 

and stately appearance. 

The question of great size is always a threat to this type of 

architecture, but in this instance, both through effective location 

and the skill with which the architectural features had been treated, 

the challenge has been met. Interesting enough is the fact that 

when a picture of the proposed edifice appeared in the Alumnus, 

many of the readers felt, as the architects anticipated, that the 

building was too squatty, and to overcome this and without adding 

an inch to the height the pilasters were added giving at once the 

sense of greater height. But within the church the problem of an 

extremely wide auditorium presented a real difficulty. But this 

was met to a large extent through the concentration of attention 

on the palladian arch in front, with its splendid examples of the 

Corinthian order, brought into definite relief by the red plush 

curtains. Along the sides a series of transverse arched vaults 

su~ported by columns and pilaster strips keeps alive the time 

honored sense of side aisles. The beautiful white Corinthian 

columns rest on pedestals of regularly increasing height, in this 

original fashion adjusting themselves to the sloping floor, a 

feature unknown in the earlier tradition, but one of great practical 
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value to the audience. A beautiful plaster design frames in the 

ceiling, which along with the coffering within the aisle vaults 

adds a distinct note of beauty, as do all the mouldings, pure ir 

design, throughout the entire church. 

The need for balcony space to increase the capacity of this 

style of church has always raised the pro§lem of supporting columns, 

which of necessity obstruct the view. This was met by taking advant

age of scientific knowledge, so that the laL'ge balcony, with a 

capacity of 400 people, was apparently swung into space, yet fully 

supported on the cantilever prinicple whereby through the use of 
•

steel, invisible to the public, it is counterbalanced by the sheer 

weight of the tower. This is so effectively treated that the aver

age person seems not to raise the question of supports. The tower 

in turn is so sturdily built that it could receive a full set of 

heavy chimes or carillons, and such was within the vision of the 

founders. At the moment four loud speakers in unusually effective 

manner broadcast recorded hymns, giving the impression of genuine 

chimes. 

Venetian blinds fitted to the arched windows control the 

amount of light, thereby eliminating the glare on sunshin days. 

Artificial lighting within is brought about indirectly, the source 

of illumination being concealed above the top cornices. Originally 

plans called for a pair of crystal chandclier~ but with the dismantl

ing of the Capitol theatre, owned by the University, a large chande

lier with hundreds of crystal prisms has been suspended from the 

center of the ceiling. It is remarkably proportioned to the space 

in the room, as if designed for this special edifice. A smaller 

chandelier was erected in the vestibule. 
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The need to adjust the auditorium to both secular and sacred 

purposes raised a distinct problem from the first, but has been 

solved to a remarkable extent. The rostrum on which the pulpit 

furniture is set is movable and when necessity demands, can be 

conveniently pushed back beneath the stage. This change alone 

partially eliminates the churchly aspect of the place. The beautiful 

metal altar rail, a design which is repeated in the balustrades leadi~ 

to the balcony, remains permanently in place. Similarly, the large 

piers and columns which complete the "palladian arch" in front, are 

movable; both sides swinging back as if on hinges, so balanced as 

to call for little physical effort. By this means a commodious 

stage is revealed thus opening up a large area for sacred as well 

as secular choruses and stage plays. An elaborate system of sta~e 

lighting is also provided. To this equipment is added a fully 

developed public address system, so placed that offensive apparatus 

is not in evidence. 

The beautiful Pilcher organ was the gift of Mr. Thomas K. 

Glenn. Originally installed in the Metropolitan Theatre opposite 

the Piedmont Hotel, it was turned over to the University at an 

initial cost of $1,000.00, on condition of its immediate removal. 

To the original $17,000.00 cost of the instrument, $9,000.00 was 

invested in the addition of new pipes and other adjustments along 

with the cost of installation. The organ pipes are housed some 

twenty feet above the choir or stage level, the echo organ being 

p~aced above the balcony. In spite of the fact that the organ is 

sufficiently confined to cut down its full tone value, and in spite 

of the fact that the organ console is placed far to the left of the 

floor level, the organ as a whole has been satisfactory. Since the 
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age of the organ is calling for constantly increased expenditure, 

it is hoped that funds may at some tim be made available looking a 

complete rebuilding of the present instrument or even the purchase of 

a new instrument commensurate with the church itself. Our public 

would be richly rewarded by the opportunity of hearing some of the 

great and rich literature of this, the most religious of all instru

ments. It should be inviting to organists of national stature. 

The original plans for Glenn Memorial called for the erection 

of a church school building immediately to the rear of the church 

and facing on North Decatur Road. At the time of the completion of 

Glenn Memorial the Sunday School membership had grown to such an 

extent thdt the Fishburne Buildin~ and the temporary annexes were 

prov:; ng inadequate for the demands. Furthermore the physi cal 

separation of church and school was a threat to the integrity of 

the whole church program. A new building therefore was imperative. 

Mr. Neale Smith, for a long time head of the upkeep of buildings 

and grounds, had made the subject of an efficient Sunday School 

building his research problem in the School of Theology, his thesis 

embodying his final design. On this as a basis, architectural plans 

followed, as time became ripe for the final steps. 

It was at this point that the generosity of Mrs. Candler 

came once more to the fore. She agreed to subscribe $175,000.00 

on condition that the congregation raise $25,000.00, bringing the 

total within the estimated cost of $200,000.00. The congregation 

at the time included a large number of University members, many of 

whom had already subscribed liberally to the 1926 drive and were 

hard pressed to meet the new demand. However its final contribution 

was $26,200.00. Formal breaking of the ground took place in 1939. 

Structural work began immediately, this taking place during the 

pastorate of ~ev. Long. However before its completion it became 
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evident that the entire building could not be completed within 

the estimated cost, whereupon l~rs. Candler made it financially 

possible to complete the rear wings which for a time seemed out 

of the question. For this project her total donation amounted to 

$210,000.00. 

A change in the first plans was made to include a worship 

center. The result was the completion of the Little Chapel, a 

smaller replica of Christopher Wrenn's St. Stephens Church, Wabrook, 

not far from London's Westminster Abbey, which was badly bombed 

during the last war. Even though smaller in size than' the origina~, 

it is even more elegant in detail, the exquisitely hand carved wood 

work, the splendid plaster design in the domed ceiling, the carved 

pulpit on one side and the lectern on the other contribute to 

making this one of the most beautiful interiors in this section. 

It has functioned not only as a meditation chapel and for small 

worship services, its capacity being under 100, it has been used 

for christenings and for countless weddings, there being no restric

tion at this point in the matter of denomination or creed. The 

Aeolian organ was formerly in the home of Mr. Asa G. Candler, Sr. 

The remainder of the Glenn School Building is splendidly 

equipped with a pastor's study, offices for the church secretary, 

treasurer etc., a memorial library in tribute to Rev. Chappell, 

nursery rooms, but provision has been made for members ranging from 

nursery age to adults. Since the building was constructed at a 

time when additional teaching space was needed for University classes, 

many of the rooms are equipped with student chairs and blackboards. 

On the lower floor is a large assembly room used both for worship 

purposes and for assemblies and lectures. Frequently it is cleared 

for dinners; a fully equipped modern kitchen makes it possible to 
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meet all such demands. Throughtout the building are many framed 

prints of the great masters, many of these religious in character. 

Between the church and the Glenn School Building is an out

door amphitheatre with permanent pulpit furniture, where religious 

services may be held during the summer months and which is also the 

scene of the annual &nory Convocations. The organ from Glenn Memorial 

is provided with microphones so that the instrument may be used for 

the out of door services and may even accompany singers standing in 

front of the aUdience, but completely beyond the vision of the 

organist. Originally this area was to have been provided with a 

cloistered walkway on one side, connecting the two buildings, and 

so it appears on the original picture furnished by the architects, 

a feature would tie the two buildings architecturally together and 

incidentally furnish a covered passageway between them. 

The records show that the final cost of the building was 

$262,126.00, which means of course that the additional expense was 

met from University funds. Mrs. Candler's contributions have been 

extended far beyond what has been reported, including the planting of 

boxwoods, equipping the kitchen with modern appliances, and making 

possible the purchase and framing of many pictures. Twice also she 

provided for the complete repainting of the interior of the church, 

always a great expense. But the University too has continued to 

contribute liberally, both financially and furnishing generously 

in labor. During the past year, with costs almost doubled, it 

financed the repainting of the interior of the church as well as 

Church School rooms, providing also a complete set of new curtains 

and re-upholstering the pulpit furniture. Also the roadway leading 

from the entrance has been widened, providing extra parking space 
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as well as paving a much needed walkway. All this cost between 

$25,000.00 and $35,000.00. 

The Church, as well as the University, has realized the 

difficulties attendant upon the fusion of two distinct communities 

into a common effort. Through the medium of the Church the 

University beomes an integral part of the community at large. The 

Chunch finds itself with the interesting challenge of elevating the 

religious life both on the campus and in the surrounding territory. 

Efforts to separate this combined function would seem to be short

sighted indeed. A wholesome attitude towards the two possibilities 

opens up a vista of great promise. 

It was during the pastorate of Dr. Long that Mrs. Candler, 

having experienced the life in the home of a roving pastor, made 

one more outstanding contribution, for which both the Church and 

University are grateful. She saw to the purchasing of well located 

property on Clifton Road, close to North Decatur Road and on it 

built the beautiful parsonage, equipping it down to the smallest 

detail. The house itself is patterned after one of the famous 

homes in Williamsburg, Va., the Semple House, the parsonage being 

however constructed with brick and somewh2t larger in size. Dr. 

Long moved into the new parsonage in October 1939. The home was 

dedicated October 29, 1939. 

Glenn Memorial was dedicated in October 1931, during the 

second year of J.lev. Wallace Roger's ministry. He was succeeded 

in 1932 by B.ev. Nat G. Long, who remained for a term of nine full 

year. Dr. Jos. A. Smith, one of the early pastors of the Emory 

Church (1924-25), was appointed in 1942 and remained for two years. 

He has since died. Then followed the six-year service of Dr. Edward 
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G. Mackay. In 1949 ~ev. Warren Candler Budd was appointed and is 

now completing the second period of his successful pastorate. 

The membership of Glenn ~emorial has been one of continuous, 

healthy growth. From 104 in 1921 it reached 440 at the time of 

entrance into Glenn Memorial Church. By the time of the completion 

of the Glenn School Building in 1941 the membership had increased to 

over 1000. During the last two years 1794 and 1834 were reported 

successively to the Conference. Along with this development has 

been the steady growth of the Sunday School, a sturdy feature of 

the church program from the first. The membership for this pre

sent year has reached the remarkable figure of 1492. 

During the early days when services were held in the Theolog

ical School chapel, r'lrs. Nolan A. Goodyear was the able "organist Tl 

and choir director. At the opening of services in Glenn Memorial 

in 1931 Dr. M. H. Dewey, Director of the Glee Club, was appointed 

organist and choir director, the choir for a period of ten years 

being composed entirely of men from the Emory Glee Club. Part of 

that time Mr. rlichard Felder (now Dr. Felder of the ~ledical faculty) 

was organist. With the falling away of membership due to the war, 

a strong music committee was appointed with Dr. Raymond Nixon as 

chairman. Dr. Dewey was continued as choir director and Mrs. Bayne 

Smith became not. only the organist for the morning service, but 

was plac d in charge of the music for the evening service, while 

at the same time training the junior choir. 1·1rs. Smith is also 

the official organist for the University. 

Brief sketches of the history of Glenn Memorial appeared in 

the weekly bulletin TIThe Glenn Iv'lemorial Advance Tl , Jan •. 22 and Jan. 

29, 1950, written by Dr. Edward G. Mackay, the Pastor. 
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"Glenn Memorial was completed in 1931 and dedicated by Bishop

Warren A. Candler in October of that year. The first sermon,
 
preached at the service of dedication was delivered by Bishop
 
Collins Denny."
 

Dr. Mackay Jan. 22, 1950 

"The Church School Building was begun in 1939, completed in 1940, 
nd dedicated on Sunday, October 6, 1940. In the morning of that 

d~y Dr. Franklin N. Parker preached a sermon on 'Glenn Memorial's 
I~ghty Challenge', and in the afternoon the Little Chapel was 
dedicated by Dr. Waights G. Henry, Sr., and Dr. Nat G. Long. Dr. 
Henry at that time was District Superintendent of the Atlanta 
District. " 

Dr. Mackay Jan. 22, 1950 

'l'he following inforrn,g,tion has been gleaned from the printed 

Minutes of North Georgia Conference: 

Conference Year Pastor Membership Presiding Elder 

1920-21 Dr. J. H. Eakes 
1921-22 H. C. Howard, supply 104 W. H. LaPrade 
1922-23 H. C. Howard, supply 118 w. H. LaPrade 
1923-24 w. A. Henry, supply w. H. LaPrade 
1924-25 Jos. A. Smith 144 W. L. Pierce 
1925-26 Robert Z. Tyler 143 ~. L. Pierce 
1926-27 R.obert Z. Tyler 214 W. L. Pierce 
1927-28 it-obert Z. Tyler 257 W. L. Pierce 
1928-29 W. T. Watkins 270 J. Lee Allgood 
1929-30 W. T. Watkins 309 s. P. Wiggins 
1930-31 Wallace .logers 381 S. P. Wiggins 

G LEN N r1 E ,1 0 it I A L C H U R C H 
1931-32 \vallace Rogers 440 11.. L. J.ussel1 
1932-33 Nat. G. Long H. L. • ussel1 
1933-34 Nat. G. Long 699 R. L. Russell 
1934-35 Nat. G. Long 736 Lester Rumble 
1935-36 Nt. G. Long 817 C. C. Jarrell 
19 6-37 Nat. G. Long 897 C. C. Jarrell 
1937-38 Nat. G. Long 970 W. G. Henry 
1938-39 Nat. G. Long 1000 w. G. Henry 
1939-40 Nat. G. Long 1088 Edw. G. Mackay 
1940-41 Nat. G. Long Edw. G. f'i1ackay 
1941-42 Jos. A. Smith 1036(?) Edw. G. Mackay 
1942-43 Jos. A. Smith 1145 Edw. G. Mackay 
1943-4h Edw. G. Mackay 1520 Edw. G. r.1.ackay 
1944-45 Edw. G. Mackay 1593 J. 'V. Veatch 
1945-46 Edw. G. Mackay 1704 J. W. Veatch 

(Conference shifted to July 9-13, 1947)
1946-47 1dw. G. Mackay 1753 J. W. Veatch 
1947-48 Edw. G. Mackay J. W. Veatch 
194$-49 Edw. G. Macday J. W. Veatch 
1949-50 Warren Candler Budd 1792 W. Rembert S~on 
1950-51 Warren Candler Budd 1834 w. Rembert Si$Son 


