
The-- GreenvilleA History Of hurch 

Greenville, Ga. 

From 1831 To 1951 

Compiled From The Official Records 

By 

Regina P • P1nkston 

-..t..,
I,, 



Foreword 

Material for the following account of The Greenville 

~ethodist Church has been taken chiefly from the Church 

jrecords and from the files of The eriwether Vindicator 

for the years 1895, 1896, 1897, and 1903. In a few in

stances where individuals have been quoted, the sources 

have been named in the text. 

Care has been taken, without the use of direct quota

tion, to preserve the language of the old records as a 

means of transmitting the spirit and atmosphere of the 

early Church. 

The Church records for many years are lacking or in

complete. The "Old Church Book" covering the Derios prior 

to 1851 has been lost. There are no records on file from 

1867 to 1879. It is suggested that should all or any of 

these records be found, this history be revised to include 

information contained in them. 

Greenville, 1951 
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History of The Greenville Methodist Churoh 

The Early Church _ 1831 to 1867 

In 1828 ~eriwether County was formed and Greenville was 

set aside as the county seat. Three years later on February 

21,1831, Samuel Bailey, Matthew Leverett, and Willie B. Eotor, 

Justioes of the Inferior Court of Meriwether County, deeded 

to Thomas C. Evans, Abraham B. Ragan, William 3. 3harp, and 

Levi M. Adams as trustees of the Methodist Episoopal Churoh 

in the town of Greenville town lot no. 110 "for the religious 

purposes, uses, and objeots of their said ohurch." This deed, 

on record in the Meriwether County Courthouse, marks the be

ginning of The Greenville Methodist Churoh and is the only 

known reoord for twenty years thereafter. The first church 

house was, however, built on this lot, situated at wha~:is 

now the corner of College and Newnan streets a little North 
.' 
~ ast of the Central of Georgia Depot. This churoh was a 

frame structure with a seating oapacity of 300. Large columns 

supported the roof of the porch which extended aoross the 

entire front of the building. There was. balcony in the 

North end for the accommodation of the colored people. Next 

door to the church was the county jail snd these were the 

only two buildings on that part of the small block. 

By 1851 there were 190 members, 81 male and 109 female. 

A referenoe in the record of this year to the transfer of the 

roll from the Old Church Book to the New Church Book indicates 

that the church had been in existence for some time prior to 



this date. The church register for 1851 carries the following 

notation: 

"The following named persons are the Board of 

Trustees of The Greenville Society of Methodist 

piscopal Church South, having been eleoted 

according to the discipline 8S aopears from the 

Old Church Book: Henry Harris, Levi M. Adams, 

!flyron Ellis, R.S. Wimbish(removed), William 

Turrentine (deoeased), S.D.Minter (removed), 

David P,eavey." 

It is related that on the Sunday following the battle of 

Bull Run in 1861 practioally the entire population of the town v 

and vicinity were gathered at the Methodist Church; every 

family in the com~unity had suffered some casualty in that 

battle. 

At the regular meeting of the church at Greenville on 

May 5, 1867 the oommittee on finanoe reported that it would 

take t 30.00 to defray the expenses for the current year. 

$ 18.05 in oash and $ 27.50 in subscriptions was reported 

for the missionary, bishops, and oomference colleotion. 

"The report of the stewards was called for. Bro. Simonton 

repDrted $ 1.00 paid by some good sister as quarterage." 

In June 1867 the finance committee reported that sexton's 

fees and repairs would amount to $ 35.00. It was agreed that 

the church take steps to raise the money Bnd $ 14.00 was don

tributed'by those present. At the November meeting it was 

moved that an Bssessment be made upon the original assessment 

to bring up arrears for bishops and other expenses. 
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Not all of the attention of the young church was directed 

to financial matters. Close check was kept on the memberghip, 

continued absence was investigated, and careful record made of 

the status of individual members. "Received on probation", 

"received in full fellowship", " dismissed by letter", "dropped 

without letter"~ "joined the Baptist", "died resignedly", "died 

in Christian triumph" are frequent notations. Some "fell in 

battle, crowned with ~lory and ripe for heaven". On June 30, 

1867 it was resolved that Bro. R.A.S.Freeman be requested to 

revise the records of the Greenville Church with special 

reference to their corre?tion,and in so doing he was urged 

"to be careful to p~eserve and transfer to the New Church Book 

the names of such bretheren as have died in Christian triumph 

with such obituary notice of each and all as will preserve and 

transmit their lives, characters, and end." Bro. Myron Ellis 

was appointed to assist Bro. Freeman in this work. 

A deeply spiritual tone pervades these old reoords. In 

1855 the Friday preceding each quarterly meeting and the first 

Friday in ~ay were set aside for fasting and prayer. Note was 

made in the minutes that a fast was held on Friday the 17th. 

of February, the day previous to the f~rst quarterly meeting. 

The Sunday School had been or~enized with Mr. John A. 

Simonton as the first superintendent. Mr. H.R.Harris was 

Sunday School Superintendent in 1867 and reported at that time 

that the Sunday School wag in very good condition, but not 

altogether satisfactory. He thought that with perseverance 

and cooperation between teachers and pupils the condition 

could be improved. By November he was able to say that the 



school wos in good condition and rather progressive, with a 

manifest increase in interest. On ~ay 5, 1867, a resolution 

was passed urging that all who felt disposed would meet on 

the seoond Sabbath evening in that month to organize A Sabbath 

School for the benefit of the colored peonle. 

Up to 1867 there was apparently only one steward, for in 

that year Bro. Simonton asked for help in discharging his 

duties as steward and Bro. R.A.3.Freeman was appointed to 

assist him. 

Thus did the church, having effected its organization, 

strive to conduct its affairs in an orderly and businesslike 

manner and to provide morAl and spiritual leadership within 

the con~unity. 

1879 - 1893 

No records have been found for the period between 1867 

and 1879. The first quarterly reoort for 1879 shows that the 

Greenville Church had been made a part of the Greenville 

Trinity Charge, together with congregations at King's Gap and 

County Line which were served by local preachers. During this 

period L.W.Pierce, James Hees, ehas. ~. Ledbetter, and Beverly 

Pope Allen were licensed by the uarterly Conference as local 

preachers in this charge. Rev. S.D.C1ements served as super

numerary. By 1893 the membership in the charge practically 

doubled, and while no separate registor was kept, it may be 

supposed that • good portion of this increase was in the 

/Greenville Church. 



Financial records olso show a steady, though small, 

increase in the amounts raised for ministerial suppoet, 

missions, and oonference claims. Additional funds were 

set aside from time to time for the colored church, for 

Indian mission schools, for the poor, and for the yellow 

fever sufferers (1888). Regular contributions were being 

made to the Orpbans' Ho e and to Emory College and other 

church sohools. In November 1879 the trustees reported: 

"Greenville Church is in fair, comfortable condition, value 

2000.00. 

By 1886 the need for a new parsonage was evident. 

However, it seemed inadvisable to rebuild at that time. 

Resolutions were passed to remodel the old parsonage and 

the ladies were authorized to add improvements and to raise 

money for same. Then in 1887 a Parsonage Building Committee 

was appointed to "take charge of the present parson~ge 

building and outhouses and make such disposition of them as 

they may deem proper for building another parsonage and 

inclosure." That same year it was reported that a handsome 

new parsonage had been conpleted at a cost of $ 950.00 plus 

the old parsonage which was turned over to the contractor 

in part payment. 

In 1888 Mr. R.N.~lli~ donated new caroet and pews for 

the church at a cost of between four and five hundred dollsrs, 

end the interior of the church wes repainted. In 1890 a new 

floor was put 1n the church piazza. Further repairs were 

needed in 1892, but owing to the stringency of finances in 

the community they were not made. 



r. W.T.Revill was elected Superintendent of the Sunday 

School in 1879 and served for twenty-five years. Mr. illyron 

Ellis was hie assistant. In leEO the Sunday School had 75 

pupils end 9 teachers and officers. Interest and attendance 

varied. There was a general co,plaint of difficulty in getting 

teachers and of lack of interest on the part of parents. One 

report (1882) reads: liNearly all our pupils are church members, 

but not nearly all church members are pupils." 

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Sooiety was organized 

during the second quarter in 1882. IJrs. H.R.Harris was the 

first president; other or'f1cers were :\1rs. John A.S1monton, 

.rs. J.W.(Sallie)Park, and ~rs. .T.Revill. $ 38.15 was raised 

by the society that year. The follOWing year a Juvenile Society 

was organized. In 1892 the Greenville society entertained the 

Woman's Missionary District Conference. There were 65 delegates 

and the meeting lasted two days, June 25 and 26. Soon after 

this meeting, possibly a result of it, the Woman's Home Mission

ary Society was organized. This merged with the Parsona~e Aid 

Society which had existed since 1876 (perhaps earlier) and the 

Home and Foreigh .'11ssionary Societies continued as two separate 

organizations until 1910. 

!inisterial reports for this period show that nearly all 

of the v~ethodist famiUes 1n Greenville were church members. 

However, there was a general spirit of indifference among the 

membership, so much so that in 1884 the pastor and his wife 

undertook e course of night visitations to wake the people 

from their indifference. Weekly prayer meetings were attended 

mainly by the young people~ family worship was neglected ex

tensively. There was improvement from time to time when the 



records could say that Greenville was showing a decided advance 

in spirituality. The youn~ people undertook to improve the 

Church music; the boys ond young men showed great interest in 

a prayer meeting which they conducted themselves. Dur~.ng the 

summer of 1891 and again in 1892 several weeks of protracted 

meeting were held. Evan elist Charlie Tillman and his son, 

J.L.T1llman, conducted the 1892 meeting. The Church minutes 

note that "the bretheren still fail to cooperate, giving 

business as their reason" and conclude that the peonle of 

Greenville "are only nominally religious." Three years later, 

in 1895, the following report was ~nade: 

"Held protracted service at Greenville which 

was continued for four days. Interest was 

growing and gave promise of 8 sucoessful and 

fruitful meeting, but on Wednesday night of 

the week of the meeting the service was en

tirely broken up by 8 tragedy which ocourred 

• few steps from the door of the churcb." 

Reports also he ve muoh to say about the, liquor traffic 

at this time. It is called the bane of the County, the 

monster evil, and the chief menace-to every good interest, 

rell.gious, soclal, financial. Temperance sentiment was 

growing in the conwunity, and in 1887 the Church voted to 

support the Temperance Movement. It was recommended by the 

~uarterly Conference that 8 convention of temperance people 

be held at Greenville to discuss methods of combatting this 

evil. 

~rs. Minnie R.Atkinson recalls some interesting facts 

about the church during this oeriod. 
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"The faithful end efficient or&SG. ist was nrtiiss 

Kittie" Simonton, wife of Mr. John A. Simonton. 

~iss Kittie always arranged the annual 3.S. 

oelebrations and picnics, and what gala occasions 

they were. We practiced the eongs in the "Amaranth", 

the song book of that day, at special rehearsals. 

Then on the day of the celebration we met at the 

church, sang several numbers, and marched two by two 

to Harris's Spring, back of where the H.W.Rill home 

now stands, 8 cool, shady little spring, hewn out of 

the rock; then one or two more songs, a talk by a 

local celebrity, then the wonderful basket dinner. 

~ablecloths were spread on the ground and the food 

was placed on those. 

" rs. Simonton continued to serve as teacher and 

organist for many years, playing on a tiny little 

Estey organ that wheezed dreadfully. It was finally 

deetroyed by a runaway mule and 8 drunken driver who 

was carrying it back to the church from the school 

house where it had been used in 8 Christ... entertain

ment. In 8 very short time 8 new Mason and Hamlin 

organ took its plece and served until the piano in 

the church today was bought." 
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The New Church, 1893 - 1900 

On arch 3, 1893, a large part of the town of Greenville 

was destroyed by cyclone. At the next quarterly oonference 

the trustees reported The Greenville Aethodist Church in a 

dilapidated condition from the effects of the cyclone in March, 

its value having depreciated to $1250.00. Judging from 

financial reoorts, sufficient bepairs were made to make it 

possible to continue services in the church, but almost imme

diately there was talk of building a new church. On September 

3, 1894, R.N.Ellis, H.W.Hill, W.T.Revill, A.F.Bill, and R.J. 

Atkinson were appointed to act as a bUilding committee and a 

resolution was passed by the Quarterly Conference authorizing 

the trustees to sell the old church and the land on which it 

was located and re-invest in other lend and church buildin • 

A building lot was offered by ~r. H. W.Hill, and the 4eriwether 

Vindicator for September 28, 1894, carried the following 

comment: 

"The onl, objection urged (to the lot) is the 

prospect of the blacksmith shop nearby. Efforts 

will be made to secure control of the shop and 

lot. If this cen be done the offer of ~r. Hill 

will no doubt be accepted." 

Throughout 1895 the building of the new church was the subject 

of frequent discussion. Church minutes for November state: 

"Owing to the scarcity of money and uncertainty 

of success in ell business enter rises, the Church 

has not felt at U.ber;'\y to take any ag~ressive 



steps toward the consummation of this desired 

result. It is thought now, ·however, the time 

has come when the work can be done." 

A second building committee was ao~ointed to solicit subscrip

tions and secure such an amount of money •• mi~ht be found 

necessary to build a house adequate to the wants of the com

munity. This committee was composed of W.T.Revill, R.N.~llis, 

R.Spivey, Frank Hill, J.O.Tigner, H.W.Hill, and e.S.Owens, the 

pastor in charge. The committee met on November 9, 1895, and 

after much deliberation resolved to buj.ld a brick church on 

the lot given to the Church by H.W.Hill, situated on the East 

aide of the square and fronting Griffin Street. $1000.00 was 

subscribed by members of the committee. They thought that 

$2000.00 additional could be secured and that this amount to

gether with the sale of the old church would be sufficient to 

build 8 neat brick church. By April of the following year 

a plan had been agreed upon and money sent the architect for 

specifications. The rollowing descrlotion of the proposed 

church appeared in the local paper: 

" The church will be 55 by 37 ft. with a 

seating capacity of 240. It will require 

80,000 brick to build the house above the 

foundation. Perhaps 20,000 will be needed 

in the foundation. This will make 100,000 

brick in the church. The height of the walls 

inside will be 16 ft. with vaulted c6iling. 

The house will front South with a 70 ft. 

tower on the S.W. corner. A pastor's study 

will be built in the North end in the recess 



near the pulpit. There will be four large 

windows on each side anout 10 by 4t ft. and 

a large ornamental front window. The build

ing will present a beautiful appearance." 

Mr. Frank Ledbetter, who was on the Board of Trustees at that 

time, was made general superintendent of the construction of 

the building. He made every effort to secure the best material 

and workmanship for the new church, making many trips to distant 

cities for this purpose. 

The old church was sold to Jr. A.H.Freeman for $510.00 

cash. It was subsequently sold to Mr. Y.F.Freeman, but was 

used for worship until it was torn down in October 1896. 

After that time the wethodtst Sabbath School and other religious 

exercises were held in the Presbyterian Church until the new 

church was completed. 

The Vindicator for September 18, 1596 carried this report:' 

"The question of placing wondows in the New 

~lethodist Church was presented to the congre

gation last Sabbath and $101.00 was raised in 

cBsh and subscription. Mador John W.Park said 

he would pay for one window, Mr. W.T.Revill 

thought he could do the sa~ne thing. Mrs. E.L. 

Wimbish will fill one of the side windows of 

the large window at the end. This will leave 

four large windows unprovided for. The pastor 

claimed the privilege of fitting one of the 

smaller windows of the pastor's study. The 

building committee thinks that li~ht on the 

window question is .ssured." 



It was estimated that the windows would cost thirty or thirty

five dollars each. The window marked "Little Girls Jift" was 

given by the members of urs. R.J .Atkinson' s Sunday School Class. 

These little girls, ten or twelve years of a e, worked to se

cure the money with which to buy the window. The menorial win

dow filling the front end of the church was contributed by Mr. 

O.A.Park in memory of his mother, ra. Sarah Caroline Park. 

On October 30, 1896 it was reoorted: 

"The papering of the New Methodist Church is 

pronounced to be a well executed piece of work, 

rendering the interior of the building a scene 

of real beauty. The painting by our local knight 

of the brush, rrohn Jossey, is the the~e of 

commendation also. The new carpet may be put 

down this week and the seats (from the old church) 

~laced in position and the new church reedy 

for occupation." 

The church was finally conoleted in November 1896 at a cost of 

$4000.00. This amount, according to church minutes, represents 

the money expended and the services rendered for which no for

mal charge was made. The building was reported as briok with 

metal shingles, strictly first class and valued at $4500.00, 

the title perfect and recorded, the deed according to discipline. 

The dedication of the church was first planned for the 

fourth Sunday in October 1896. However it was found necessary 

to chan e this date and November 10 was designated. The 

dedication of the GreDt Temple by Solomon was the SUbject of 

the 3.S. lesson on this date, and the coming to~ether of the 

two events was thought to be a fitting coincidence. The church 



was not dedicated however until August 29, 1897. Dr. Warren 

A.Candler, President of Emory College, preac~ed the dedication 

sermon. The occasion was described as follows: 

"The aisles and every available space were 

filled with chairs and the church was filled 

to its utmost capacity. Dr. Candler's theme 

was the Resurrection. The sermon was pro

nounced by many as the ~randest pulpit effort 

they had ever heard. All were delighted with 

it. Its delivery occupied one and one-~u3rter 

hours, but no sign of weariness was manifested. 

The formal delivery of the building wa. 

made by Mr. Robert N. Ellis in behalf of the 

trustees. The day and occasion were noted events 

in Greenville." 

uarterly meeting reports show that the new church was 

used for church services as early as November 1896. Through

out this period of bullding,the spiritual life of the Church 

was not neglected. In 1894 1m rovement was noted ln the 3.S. 

after the time of meeting was chanGed to the morning hour. 

The young people continued to take active part in prayer 

meeting and other phases of church life. A two weeks revival 

was held in September 1896. Rev. ir. Edwards of the HoganSVille 

charge preached the first week; the Rev. Mr. ~ray, retired 

missionary from China, the second. 



1900 - 1920 

. Perhaps the most important e~ent in the history of the 
, 

Green~ille Church during the early 1900's was the evangelis

tic meeting conduoted by Re~. C•.\ .Dunaway in 3eptember 1903. 

There were three services daily: preaching at ele~en o'clock, 

in the morning, prayer meeting in the afternoon, and preaching 

at night. Dr. W.F.Patch assisted ijr. Dunaway as leader of the 

Ch!J-rch music. Members of all the cburches attended and great 

interest was manifested by the entire co~mu ity. The ,eriwether 

Vindicator carried the following account~ 

"The twel~e day meeting closed with a Idve feast. 

The oldest inhabitants cannot recall 8 better 

meeting in all the history of Greenville. There 

was only standing room at the last ser~ice. Some 

of the short talks and sermonettes of the ladies, 

gentlemen, boys, and girls, were touching and 

inspiring. Everybody seemed in accord with 

everybody and all heart burnings, if any ever 

existed, were forgotten. In a word, the old 

town was stirred from center to circumference, 

and deeply stirred. " 
There were a score or more conversions, while a general re

vival took place all along the line. The result was consider

ed 8 great good to the town. 

Another re~i~al was held in 1906 when Rev. Frank ~u111i8n 

preached ably for several days. 

Progress in the work of the Sunday School was 'narked by 

the first Teacher's Training Cless in 1912 and the organization 

of the ~en's Bible Class in 1916. JUdge H.W.Hill ser~ed as 3.3. 



Superintendent from 1904 to 1911 when he was succeeded by 

Judge H.H.Revill. Judge Revill continued in office until 

1932. 

In 1915 the WODan's iesionary Society was divided into 

three groups - the adult, the young peoole's, and the junior 

societies. 

Financial reports show a steady incre~se in assessments. 

In 1914 the stewards decided to take char~e of the conferenae 

claims and try to collect on a monthly basis. 

Some improvements were made in the church nroperty. In 

1905 the trustees found the church house in fairly good con

di tion. "Unfortuna te 1y, in the ear 1y part of the year, a t a 

marriage celebrated in the church the la~os were laft burning 

ell night, smoking the walls and overhead metal ceiling. The 

inside of the church needs an overhauling." $37.50 was ex

pended that year for concrete steps. In 1911 the church was 

painted and the trustees were authorized to have water in

sta lled in the parsonage and to insure the house for ',1500.00. 

1920 - 1951 

As the eentury advanced further chan~es were made in the 

organization and activities of the vhurch. Prior to this time 

numerous attempts had been made to organize an ~pworth League, 

but none had succeeded. In 1925 the Young Peonle's Aissionary 

Society was discontinued and a League was organized. 1937 

reports show an enrolLnent of 35 :nembers with sn averB~e attem

dance of 25. The League continued to prosner with an interested 

group of boys snd girls joining young people of other churches 



in the work of the Union League. During the sum~er of 1941 

a delegate was sent to the Young PeoDle's Assembly at Oxford 

for the first time. Soon after this the organization was 

changed to the Youth Fellowship and is still functionin~ 89 

an integral and important Dart of the Church. In connection 

with the work of the Youth Fellowship in 1945 Rev. W.A.Pilgrirn 

who was pastor at that time held services for juniors and 

intermediates daily during the week preceding Easter. Twenty 

to twenty-seven boys and girls attended. Twenty-two of these 

were rec6ived into the Church Easter Sunday and the class 

meetings were continued once each week for some ti~e thereafter. 

The ~o~an's 1 issionary Society began as early as 1924 to 

hold mission study classes. The work of the society has ex

panded to include such services as SUODort of the Alice Revill 

Bible Woman at Kure, Japan, speciel home mission contributions 

to Rinehardt College, and aid in the education of Negro women 

at Paine College. Since 1941, as the Woman's Society of 

Christian Service, this organization has assisted materially 

in repairing and re-furnishing the church and pareona~e. 

The first record of a Daily Vacation Bible School appears 

in the church minutes for 1935. Since 1939 several Union 

Vacation Schools have been held in cooneration with the other 

churches in the co~munit'. The last such school was held in 

1949. 

A Junior Choir was organized in 1939 and provided a large 

part of the Church music for several years. 

In 1925 the lay work of the Church was organized. Sinoe 

that time the lay leaders have become highly effective in 

carrying on that part of the Church wort. 
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Finances h- ve beoome more adequate to the needs. In 1930 

the parsona e was comoletely renovated at a cost of $1000.00. 

Rev. A.Lee Hale personally superintended the work and made wise 

use of the funds,which were raised before the work was begun. 

In 1945 the pastor re90rted: "Financially this year has not 

been equalled. About $1000.00 has been raised in cash (by the 

charge) on the Crusade for Christ. 

In 1929 The Primrose Church was made a part of the 

Greenville-Trinity Charge. This was during Rev. A.L.Hale's 

pastorate and was the occasion for resuming "dinner on the 

ground" on quarter-ly meeting days, a custom shich had been 

dropped seversl years earlier. 

These items from the records of recent years show progress 

in many respects. The greatest single accomplishment during 

this period has been the completion of the Sunday School Annex. 

B. 1922 the Sunday School hed an enrollment of 130 members. Ten 

classes met in the main auditoriun of the church; the primary 

class occupied the pastor's study. For years there had been 

talk of the need for separate rooms for these classes. The 

first step was taken toward answering this need in 1923 when 

a com~ittee was appointed to draw up a plene In 1929 the 

uarter1y Conference granted authority to the Church Conference 

to build S.S. rooms. Again in 1935 the trustees were authorized 

to erect S.3. rooms and to encumber the Church property if 

necessary to carry out this purpose. This resulted in the 

purchase of the Terrell Building to be used 8S a Church Educa

tional Plant. Some work was done toward converting the lower 

floor of this building into rooms suitable for use by Sunday 

Sch601 classes. The project was later drooped, however, and 



in 1940 the property was taken over by the City of Greenville. 

No record has been found of the bUilding of the brick addition 

to the back of the church. This must have been completed some 

time between 1940 snd 1947, for it was used as a 3.S. class 

room for several year~ before the Sunday School Annex was built. 

It was in 1947 that rlans were drawn and permission granted 

by the Quarterly Conference for the construction of the present 

Sunday School Building. Mr. H.W~ill, Jr. was Superintendent at 

this time, having succeeded Judge H.H.Revill in 1932. The 

building committee was co:nposed of Frank Hill, Guy ~v. Hardaway, 

Mrs. Reeves Jarrell, Mrs. Frank Tigner, and Jane Allen (repre

senting the Youth Fellowshop Group). Mr. Hill and Mr. Harsewa, 

were also elected to serve as 8 f1nance committee. Mr. Hill 

acted as chairman of both committees and gave largely of his time 

and effort in planning, su ervisin , and financing the building. 

In June 1949 th~ work was comnleted and the committe made the 

following report: in the form of a letter which was sent to all 

those who had contributed to the building. 

"Dear Friends, 

We want to thank you for your contribution to 

build the above Sunday School Annex. Your co

operation has made it possible to erect this 

beautiful structure. 

"After plans were drawn it was deoided to build 

rest rooms in the rear, install heating plant, 

lay oonorete sidewalks, beautify .rounds, and 

fix up the court between the two buildings. To 

make these additions, the cost ran above the 

original estimate. 



"We have conpleted a fine building of lasting 

qualities. Briefly, it is of se~i-firerroof 

construction, asbestos slate roof, amd art glass 

windows which cost about one-fifth the total 

cost. Plumbing, lights, and finish are of the 

best grade. Upkeep and maintenance will be low. 

"We have oollected and deposited in th~ bank 

9878.2J, which includes $2000.00 borro~ed 

money. Cash in bank $235.00. Unpaid pledges 

(in prodess of oolleotion) $295.00. Unp8id 

bills about $25.00. 

"The bank loan will be due soon and should be 

paid. Will you fill out the blank below and 

mail your contribution to help payoff the debt. 

"Respectfully submitted, 

Building Committee, 

Frank Hill, Ch8irman. I' 
This note was paid in Au~ust 1950 and the records of the 

building com~ittee closed. Architectu•• lly the Sunday School 

Annex is 8 beautiful addition to the 'Church of which it is a 

part..' As a means of deepening the spiritual life of the 

Church its future is unlimited. 

With a present membership of about 250 the Greenville 

Methodist Church maintains the nlace of leadership it has held 

in the community for the past 120 years. Material growth and 

advancement have for the most part 0roved worthy of the good 

foundation laid by its founders. But, as Bishop oore reminds 





) 

Paator~ of The Greenville Methodist Church 

Name Date Service Began
 

C.W.Thomas 1852
 

Sidney M. Smith 1855
 

Jesse R. Littlejohn 1856
 

D. Blalock 1860
 

Resolutions were passed in 1867 on the death of
 

Jaokson Rush, a former pastor, but no date of his service
 

was found.
 

F.A.Kimball 186'7
 

W.T.Caldwell le~9
 

John D.Gray 1881
 

W.p .Ri vers 1883
 

Bolling H.Sssanett 1886
 

F.G.Hughes 1889
 

J.M.Lowry 1891
 

J.R.Parker - died here in i894 1893
 

B.H.3aasnett ~894
 

e.S.Owen 1895
 

W.N.Winn 189'7
 

Thoa.F.Pierce 1898
 

F.P.Spencer 1902
 

John Speir 1904
 

J.T.Robins 1908
 

Felton Williams 1911
 

K.Resd 1914
 

J .T.Eakes 1915
 

T.J.Branson 19'19
 



J.C.Simmons 

Saml. Anthony 

Wm.R.Evens 

W.H.Potter 

Dr.W.F.Cook 

W.H.LaP rede 

J.F.Hixon 

Tho s. F.P ierce 

J.F.Mixon 

J.T.Gibson 

T.fl.Kendall 

Presiding Elders
 
(District Superintendents)
 

1852
 

1856
 

1860
 

1879
 

1882
 

1883
 

1885
 

1888
 

1890
 

1894
 

1895
 

1897
 

1898
 



1< 

J S7 
Name	 Date Service Began 

J.W.	 ,ul11ian 1900 

~.J .Cofer 1901 

B.P .Allen 1903 

J.B.Robins 1907 

J.W.~u111isn 1908 

'li.P.Lovejoy 1911 

W.L.Pierce 1912 

B.P.Allen 1916 

R.e.Cleckler 1919 

Wallace Rogers 1923 

1l.H.LaP rade Jr. 1925 

Wm.M.Bernett 1989 

I rby Henderson 1933 

A.Ernest 193'7 

J.W.Veeth 1939 

George L.King 1940 

W.M.Twiggs 1144 

J .3. ThraiUtill 1949 


