
SHORT HISTORY OF HIR~M CHURCH 

Hirarn Church tias organized in the 
year 1915 "rhen a group decided that a more 
centrally 10cated church was needed. Under 
the leaderSHip of the pastor, Rev. G.B. 
Barton, a site was selected in the City of 
Hiran. Five members met and organized the 
church. Those five ~embers were: W. F. 
BYRD, lVIRS. liT. F. BYRD, S. L. LAI RD, MRS. 
S. L. LAIRD and S. P. CLONTS. Until the 
church builQing was erected, services were 
held in the Lodge Hall and under a shed 
roof adjoininr the store bUildings of 
the town. Several revival meetings were 
held under a large tent until in 1922, 
Dr. W. H. LaPrade dedicated the church 
building with Rev. W. A. Woodruff as 
pastor. . 
- in the e~~:j years, Hiram was in
cluded in a charge consisting of Dallas, 
Hira~, Nebo, Mt. Tabor and Bethel. there
fore only had preaching serVices one 
Sunday each month. In 1937. the charge 
lost Dallas when she became a station 
church but ga.ined Smyrna and Nt. Zion. 
In 1942, the Hiram-Bethel charge was 
formed which permitted preaching services 
t~o Sundays each month. 

In 1941 a new heating system was 
installed in the church which gave heat 
for the Sunday School rooms. 

During the years between 1945-1948 
ileN pews were installed, the church was 
rewired and new light fixtures were donated. 
In 1948 the trustees, J.M. Harshbarger,
J.K. Moon, HarVie E. Bickers, W.C. Dailey 
and N.N. Lester, met and voted to build 
a new parsonage on the same site the. old 
parsonage was located. The pastor dId 

not live on the charge, the parsonage
 
was rented out to tenants. It was de

cided that Hiram was to build thE'! neTtIT
 
parsonage and Bethel furnis~ it. By the
 
end of December, 1949, the -~~ ~arsonage
 
~ c~.J.eted enou}2'h f",i' the r.:.,t/~or and
 
his wife to wove into. E:7. Hershel H.
 
Sheets was the pastor at th~t time.
 

The Hiram-Bethel charge ended in 1969
 
WI!t~n botI! churches became a station church.
 

Between 1971-1975 the Lester house 
across the street was purch~sed along with 
another parsonage. A new fellowship hall 
was built connecting the ch~rch witn the old 
parsonage which is now our educational 
building. The sanctuary wa3 repainted, 
pews were cushio~p.d and a new heating and 
air-conditioning systE'!m was installed for 
the main part of the bUildi~g. 

~ince 1975 the church ~as purchased an 
organ, new choir robes and new song books, 
the insl~~ of the education~l building 
has 0~'::~ :f'emodeleo ta'l~ hrd -"!. the parsonage 
and rental house along with the outside of 
the church and educational bUilding re
painted and numerous repairs made throughout. 

During its history, Hiram church has 
had three ministers come from its midst, 
these being: S.L. Laird, Jr., W.F. Byrd, 
Jr. and Loyd V. Jones. We are very proud
of all three. 
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MINISTERS WHO HAVE SERVED HIRAM
 

G. B. Barton 
Thomas M. Elliott 
M.N. Halraven 
~'lj. A. Woodruff 
G. H. Ridley 
O.J. rli throw 
I1.E. Brown 
E.C. 8weatnam 
J • ~J. Stephens 
J.B. Gresham 
H. Kirby Krams 
G.C. Boye 
A.1vI. 81 b1ey 
Hollis D. Brlg~a~ 

Noland P. Jacobson 
Paul S. Jones 
tv. s. Stri ckland 
D.B. Shelnutt 
w. Glenn Dorris 

_	 I·· R.V. Ozment 
Herschel H. Sheets 
James Riddle 
Don Hi ze11 
'Ti lliam H. Bro1;'!l 

J.R. Baxter 
Robert T. Edmonds 
Clayton Gilmer 
G. Rush MillE"r 
Percy S. Byrnes 
Stephen N. GOl1rer 
James H. Wellman 
Robert M. (Mike) Cavin 

June 1969-Dec 1169 
1969 - 1175 
1975 - 1177 
1977 - 1179 
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1915 
1918 
1919 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1927 
1928 
1931 
1936 
1937 

1939-Nov 1939 
1939 - 1940 
1940 - 1941 
1941 - 1942 
1942 - 1943 

1943-Nov 1943 
1943 
1945 
1948 
1949 
1951 
1953 
1957 
1959 
1961 
1965 
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1922 
1923 
1927 
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1948 
1949 
1951 
1953 
1957 
1959 
1961 
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1969 


