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writer# (who was then a small boy), it was said that the liquor deal­

ers loosed the guy ropes and allowed the tent~ poles and all, to fall 

on the great crowd gathered under it. He later erected a large tab­

emacle near Ms home and held meetings there annually for many years. 

It seems (to the writer) that he died on a train while traveling from 

one preaching cia te to another. 

Dr. DaVid C. Barrow, Chancelor of the University of Georgia, ",/ 

spoke to a large congregation in the Lawrenceville Methodist Church 

on Sunday evening, October 26th, 1924. He was a great and good man, 

and someone said this of him: "Chancellor Barrow is probably the 

best loved man in Georgia, and has touched more lives among the 

young people than almost any other man in the~~tate." 

THE CHURCH TODAY 

• s t :.~ r As this church nears the close of the Con!'erence year 1950-5I, 

the membership is approximately four hundred and th1rty,'-,and the bud­

get, which was set at $5,500, will all be paid by Conference time. 

This church did not become a full time charge until the year 

ISOl, prior to that time services having been held only two Sundays in 

each month. Until recently, the pastors of this church have also 

se~ved McKendree Methodist Church, located a short distance west of 

Lawrenceville. 

Rev. G. W. Griner was the first pastor to serve here under the 
full-time setup, and he remained only one year. The Parsonage was 

then located on "Stone Mountain Street", now South Perry Street, diag­
. 

onally across from the old "Lawrenceville Academy" building, now 

known as the Masonic Hall. 

In 1900 Lawrenceville was quite a small town, the lindts ex­

tending only one-half mile from the courthouse in all directions, 
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J 
and the U. S. Census gave the population as eight hundred and tii'ty­
t .:i';,J(; 

three" (in I890 it had been only 566) "and within the town limits a 

certain tract containing about .thirty-two acres had only tour citi­

zens living upon it. Nearly allot the old homes had very large 

lots, with plenty o~ room tor gardens, barn lots, orchards, Etc., 

and some cotton was grown within two blocks o~ the courthouse. At 
citizens 

that time nearly allot the B!dxYw*t'eyw were old settlers, and a 

surprising number ot them related, either by blood or marriage. 

/, 

Sources ot information: 

Miss Bettie Juhan, whose parents were among the early Method­

6t1st families o~ this section, has made a hobby ot tiling and saving 

many tacts and dates concerning the local Methodi.st Church, and the 

writer is indebted to her tor much ot the foregoing information. 

Other sources have been the tiles ot !he News-Herald; Gwinnett 

Churches, by Flanigan; interviews with many long time members" and 

things remembered by the writer, during his torty-six years as a 

member ot this church. 

Compiled by Paul M. Christian, Sr., Lawrenceville, Ga. 

Dated, May 19th" 1951. 
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.. AFTERTHOUGHTS .. 

In loOking back over the years covered by the foregoing pages, 

there comes into the picture the -lives and helptul infJ.uence 0'£ a "large 

number of faithful and usef'ul members, and of many able and consecrated 

pastors, who we will not see again; but as they have gone, others have 

come to take up the work, and their influence will live on and on. 

May this church never cease to be an influence for good _ in 

the comnunity it has served so long, but may it stand as a monument to 

those who have loved it and labored for it, and as a beacon to guide 

men onward and upward. 

The Board of Stewards is now operating under a Rotation System, 

and any member having served for two years must then retire and not 

be on the board again until at least two years have passed. There 

are twenty so tive members on the board, end three ret ired or honor8ry 

members. The Board of Trustees of the church bas nine members, and 

the Camp Ground has the same number. 

*****
 
Lawrencevi Ie now has siX churches for white people. They 

are The First Baptist, The Second Baptist, The Christian Chur h, 

The abut h of Go , The 'ethodist Chur h and The Presbyterian Church. 

or the Colored people there are four churches. Two of these are 

Baptist an two are fethodist. 
*"'*"'***"'** 


