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Unfortunately the early reoords of the LinoolIlton Methodist Churoh are not in exis- V 

tenoe, but it was organized during the first quarter of the last oentury. On .roh 3, v" 

1823, Col. Peter Lemar of LinoolIlton, donated a traot of land in Linoolnton, estimated 

to be three (3) aores, for the use of public or private sohools, for publio worship or 

any other public use that did not interfere with the free use of house or houses of wor

ship and aoademy which may be built thereon. Soon after this gift was made a house of \.

worship was built, being later enlnrged. This building was for years used by the Metho

dist, Baptist, and Presbyterian oongregations, and was called ''Union Churoh". Servioes 

were held in the Union Churoh by the Methodists until the year 1915 when a new ohurch v 

building was erected. One of the earliest families oonneoted with the churoh, and 

whose descendants are still prcuninently identified with it, is the Willingham family. 

There is no reoord showing when the first Sunday Sohoo1 was organized, but for years 

before moving into the new ohuroh, Sunday Sohool was held in the afternoon. 

l:iix miles fram Linoolnton was eat's Camp Ground. Camp Meetings were held every 

year for many years. III his history of Linooln County the Hon. C. J. Perryman says& 

"Following the adandonment of oampo-meetings at eat' s Camp Ground, it was sought to 

establish, as nearly as possible, these meetiIlgs at Union Churoh, with entertainment 

in the private homes and dinner on the grounds every day, but the setting was 1aoking, 

the usual thrill and interest were wanting and the ohurch was too small. so after two 

annual maeti!lgs, the idea was given up." 

Among those Methodist preaohers serving Union Church before 1900 were; M. D., hite 

(1836), w. T. Norman (1853-4); W. P. Arnold (1857-8); D. w. Coleman (1859); Goodman 

Hughes (1860-1). R. J. HarvIell (1867); Britton Sanders (1868-9); w. F. Quillian (1870-1); 

G. R. Park (1872). L. P. Neese (1873); J. L. Lupo (1874); C. C. Cary (1878); w. w. 

Oslin; V. H. Trammell; N. E. :McBrayer (1893-4); H. F. Branham (1895-6); J•• G. 

atkins; E. G. Dunigan (1897h Dunigan and Gaines (1898); Sanford Leake; A. J. Sears 

and Prickett (1899). 
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dome of the early Methodist families were J. S. and Alex willingham, Coleman, 

Humphries, Hollenshead, Wilkes, Crawford, Fuller, Spires, MJ.rray, Mims, Ulm, Willis, 

Harmon, Martin, Snelson and Wade. 

Beginning in 1900 and serving to 1914 were. A. J. Sears, John F. Yarborough (1900-1). 

Yarborough and Clay Emory (1902).. E. F. Dempsey and H. C. ~ry (1903); B. P. Searcy 

and. H. J. Strother (1904); A. D. Eoho1s ani Marous (1905-6); SiniLeton and Teasley (1907); 

Z. Speer (1808-9), A. M. Smith (1910-11); • S. Norton (1911); J. L. Franklin (1912-13). 

B. F. Elrod (1914). 

On January 18, 1912 the Uo.,th Georgia Confereme approved the purohase of one-half' 

aore lot from Mary J. and J. M. Nash for 1'300, lfJhere the present ohuroh stands. On Feb. 

23, 1912, the Quarterly Conferenoe eleoted J. S. Willingham., R. B. Lang, T. C. Ward, ani 

• N. Albea, along with the Pastor, J. L. Franklin, who originated the move:merIb, to serve 

as a Building Committee. They were given authority to build a new ohuroh. • N• .Albea 

served 88 treasurer. J. S. illingham., A. S. Willingham, T. C. ard, R. B. Lang and 

• N. Albea were eleoted trustees. 

Construotion of the new ohuroh began in 1913. However, there mst have been some 

delay in building for in his report to the uarterly Conference on March 4, 1915 R. F. 

Elrod, pastor, states; "ork has begun on the new ohurch at Linoolnton, and we hope to 

have the house ready for worship by early summer." The build.5.ng was canpleted in 1915 

at which time servioes were transferred from the Union Churoh. Rev. Roscoe Davis, a 

ministerial student of Emory University, 'Nas the first pastor to serve in the new ohurch 

and it was dedioated during his ministty. 

The new building is an attractive wooden structure, with stained ~lass windows, 

plastered walls, elevated £loor and comfortable seats. To the rear of the pulpit two 
J" 

Sunday ::;ohool rooms were built, and on the right corner of the building rests the bell 

tower which is a oredit to the town. The piano was given by Mrs. Franoes Coleman. 

The Sunday Sohool began to funotion at the beginning with T. C. Ward, J. S. Willingham., 
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R. J. Clary, i. L. Candler and \ • Bernard Albea serving as Superintenden"bs. With the 

new church Sunday School was transferred from afternoon to morning. J. P. Cothran is 

the present superintendent. The school has :rm.de steady progress from the 'Wery beginning. 

In 1948 the Pastor, Rev. George R. Holden, felt it very neoessary that something be 

done about more adequate faoilities for the Sunday School. On April 23, 1948 a Building 

Fum. was started by a gift frau. Miss Lena Ludwiok. It was offioially launched the first 

Sunday in May, 1948. Homer Connell served as Building Fund treasurer and by May 1949 it 

had grown to $1621. Plans ware drawn in 1949 by • C. Martin who was also the contractor. 

others serving with Mi·. Mar-bin on the building committee were; J. P. Cothran, v. F. Hardy, 
, 

Tracy Fortson, H. • Moss, Mrs. W. T. Dunaway and. Mrs. Alex Burch. Trustees at the time 

werea Horace Deason, Bernard Albea, D. T. Clary, Alex BUDCh, am. Walton Norman. In 1950 

a modern Sunday School building with four rooms and two rest rooms was completed at a 

total oost of 650. 

In 1950 new pulpit furniture was given as memorials. The pulpit was given in m.erory 

of J. E. Deason by his children. The center ohair was given in memory of Dr. A. W. Buroh 

by his family, The conununion table and. one side chair were given by the church in memory 

of those faithful members who built ani contributed to the Churoh's growth through their 

years of service. The other s ide ohair was given in honor of Mrs. Inez M.a.rtin by her 

children. The total oost or the 1hlrniture was $588. 

Both Sunday School rooms and pulpit furniture were dedicated bo the glory ani service 

of God on Sunday, June 17th, 1951 by the pastor, G. R. Holden. This was one of the 

grea.test da~'8 in the history of the Church far it marked a definite period of progress. 

The Lincolnton Churoh ha.s helped to maintain a parsonage at Lincolnton. The first 

parsonage was built around 1885. In 1918 the parsonage was s old and a new one built, 

which is the present parsonage. The parsonage, though 33 years old, has had some $1500 

worth of improvements inc luding a. modern kitohen with in the lest four years. other 

modern impro.ements are being planned. 
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In 1946 the Augusta District Conrerence met at the Lincolnton Church. Bishop Arthur 

J. Moore was present ani brought the sermon. This was the first time that a Bishop 

had preached in the Church. 

In 1919 the Church was paying for the support of the pastor ~397. In 1951 the Pastor's 

salary was 700. The present membership of the churoh is 225. 

Ihe Woman's Society of Christian Servioe has experienced a oonsiderable growth sinoe 

the church began. In 1947 there were only about 12 aotive members" but no there are 

52 ac";ive members with three ciroles and. one Wesleyan ervice Guild. 

The following pastors h~e served the ohurch sinoe it was built: Rosooe Davis (1915-17); 

H. O. Green (1917-19); G. H. Bailey (1919-23); H. M. Sprayberry (1923-24h T. L. Rutland 

(1924-26); l. H. Boring (1926-31); B•• Hancook (1931-33). J. H. Couoh (1934-35); 

J. L. Hall (1935); • F. Walden (1937-40); L. S. Baugh (1940-43). L. G. Marlin (1943-47); 

G. R. Holden (1947-51). (See o..~~u.~I'\Gj _<:>luJ) 

The fo1lmving have served a District Superintendents: J. F. Mixon (1893). J. M. Lowery 

(1894); J. B. King (1896) M. J. corer (1899-1900); M. L. Underv!ood (1901); J. i. illian 

(1902-5). J. H. Mashburn (1906-9); Fletcher \ialters (1910-11); Pearoe (1919-23>' H. S. 

mith «1923-25). H. L. Edmundson (1926); H. H. Jones (1936-7); L. M. Twiggs (1940-3). 

J. • O. McKibben (1943-7); George L. King (1947-61).(Se.e c ~ s) 



LINCOLNTON CHURCH AUGUSTA DISTRICT
 

MINISTERS DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS
 

1975 Donald E. Clark 1975 Robert L. Taylor 
1974 II 1974 " 
1973 " 1973 II 

1972 " 1972 Delma L. Hagood 
1971 E. J. McDonald 1971 " 
1970 II 1970 II 

1969 " 1969 " 
1968 " 1968 Harry Lee Smith 
1967 Rudolph Hollingsworth 1967 " 
1966 Comer E. Lawson 1966 " 
1965 " 1965 " 
1964 " 1964 " 
1963 Elton Lawson 1963 " 
1962 Pleman Folds 1962 Charles B. Cochran 
1961 " 1961 " 
1960 " 1960 " 
1959 " 1959 w. Earl Strickland 
1958 " 1958 James J. Sneed 
1957 E. D. Carlock 1957 " 
1956 " 1956 II 

1955 C. H. Wheelis 1955 " 
1954 II 1954 E. D. Rudisill 
1953 P. v. Hall 1953 " 
1952 " 1952 II 

1951 " 1951 II 


