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A HISTORY OF 
CAMP GROUND METHODIST CHURCR 

«A £ot of land conta:i.ning forty acres, four miles froo Marietta can be 
bought for $40.00. It. 1.8 ideally sit.l.lUted with OpY.'h1gS of water and trees froD 

"' which to build a tabernacle. II 'rhus spoke the fO\Uldej,,"s of Mnr1et'i;a Coop G:'1ound /1-1)..) 
in 1831, and there I begin my sto~y. 

Land was given ~~d a school house built on the east side of the property - ­
just enst of ~·'heJ:'e~he Sewell tent no,. stands. '!ho first Sunday School ~7as 

held in the buHding and was called Olen Sunday School. Preaching servicos were 
also held there. 

The first report availablo is a report of tho Olon Sunday School, May 23,
 
1868. Cha~lea B. Hunton was superintendent, with John W. Allgood assistant
 
and John E. Allgood, Secretary. C. A. Donohoo was teacher of the first. Bible
 
Class. Georgia A. Gober taught second Bible Class. J. T. So1th and Miss
 
Drucilla AlJ.13ood were teachers of New Tostament. The enrollment was about 60A
 

In 1813 Olen Sunday School was reor13anizod with C. B. Hunton and J. W.
 
All1300d as supol4jntendents. Rev. J. M. Gable and Miss Georgia Gober wore
 

, c~ea('hers. John E. Allgood, Secretary; Mrs. N. C. SaUls, H. P. Sauls and C. B.
 
Runton were teachers of New Testament. Miss D. E. Allgood and John W. Allgood
 

.. J taught readin{3 and spelling.
 

It is not possible to place the exact date of the first Church building on 
the Camp Ground. Mr. E. G. McGarity believed it to have been built about 1812. 
He reoeobered that he was not old enough to work on the buildin{3 with the men 
bV.t that he did carry water to the workero. 

Tho first church building was bought from the Prosbyterians at Sandy Plains 
and had been called Lebanon. When it was ooved to Caop Ground it was re­
ch~1stened New Lebanon. 

New Lebanon was built as many churches of that day, - two doors in ona end 
of the building were entrances - one for oen, the other for wooen. Inside, the 
pews were high backed bonchos and a partition (the height of the bench backs) 
separated the mon from the wooen. The partition endod with the front pew; the 
pulpit and altar space filled the front. 

On April 8, 1883 a collection was taken for the purchase of Sunday School 
literature. H. P. Sauls and Frank Daniels gavo 25 cents each; Miss Jessie Wyatt, 
15 cents, John Kioberly, Emily Allgood and Miss Nola Jordan gave 10 cents each. 

In the record for 1885 the Sunday school vas called New Lebanon Sunday School. 

The Annual Conference of 1886 appointed Rov. J. S. L. Sappington to Cobb
 
rircuit. That year, in addition to the churches, the circuit reported $1,9~0
 

Ifin other property." It is reasonable to suppose that at least a. part of this 
was ~he circuit parsonage. We know that Rev. Sappington lived in the parsonage 
t>,at year because Miss Janie Beasley and Mr. J. H. Frey were married there. This 
pD~GOnage was later sold to Mr. McCord and 1s the place where J. T. Smith nov 
l:ves on Sewell's Mill Road. 

The f:trat parsonage on the Caop Ground was a four room house bUilt for a "teacher­
age about 19·:;4. The pastor, Rev. L. D. Coggins lived 1n the parsonage on 
Sewell's MilJ. Road. His brother-in-law, Rev. T,1son was teaching school in the 
school house which stood whore the Camp Ground parsonage now stands. Luober 



.'
 

tore.S C;lt UIld the house bunt lvhere the church now stands. This teacheraGe later 
becaoe the pax'sonage. Many J'ears late:' pm- r. of this building was still usod 
for a Sunday School rooo. It ~m8 +jOJ::J, Qu'm ai'Gej: the rooLlS in the basenent 
were opened. 'Th.c pJ:'oGent c5.rcuit pa?,'sona.co lins built and Rev. A. E. Scott was the 

J 
first pa8tor to livo thoro, 1907. 

~ The Annual Conferonce of 191n appointed Rev. W. O. McMullan to the charge. 
That year our prcsont Ch1Jrch (a new NC1¥' Lebanon)was be{3un. 'Ihe old Church was 
sold to the colorod neighbors and is now callod Gal1iloo. 

One of the affairs which raised noney for the new church was a box supper 
given in Mr'. T. H. LeCroy1s barn. 'Iho barn now belongs to Mr. J. S. LeCroy~ 

The box supper is remonbol~ed as a very cnjoyable affair. The new church "as 
dedicated about 1912, when Rov. J. B. Greshen was pastor. 

No history of tho Caop Ground Church would be complete without nention of 
the local preachors who have labored here. Among these are Dr. Goss, and Rev. 
Mnnget who ,vas the father of Dr. Fred MnIl{3et, who has spent many years as a 
Dissionary in China. John Sanges also was a local preacher and Rev. J.M. Gable ~ 

preached at Canp Ground every socond Sunday for 50 years. On a Sundny norning, he 
loft hooe to walk to church. Being unwoll and very tired, he stopped at the 
hone of Mr. F. H. Hlmton and asked to lio down. Having rested sooewhat he 

, went on to the Church. His text was I Corinthians 15: 55. 110 Death where is thy 
sting? 0 grave where is thy victory?1I He was obliGed to sit before the sermon 

... ./	 was finished and was not able to preach again. Rev. J. M. Gable died Sept 23, 1..911 
and is buried in the CanpG!'ound Cenetery. Also buried in the Cenetory is the 
R0v. J. L. Varner (pastor of the church 1935-6) who died on March 12, 1948. 

Mention oust also be oade of Rev. Sao Y. All{3ood, a son of the Ca0l> Ground 
~,'ho has given his life to the Methodist ministry. He retired in 1951. Also V 
Bev. Elmo Tabo ~ho left Camp Ground to 60 to Africa in 1928. In later years 
tne clnfcch has been blessed to have Rev. J. M. Perry, a local deacon and Rev. 
John T. LeCroy, a local older. 

When the Annual Conference of 1941 appointed Rev. B. A. Chastain to the 
Marietta Circuit, New Lebanon was faniliarly called Caop Ground and was the 
strongest of the five chur.ches. After a round of the circuit, Rev. Chastain 
realized that Caop Ground should be a station Church but there is no record of 
his ever discussing it with the officials. Certainly no plans were uade toward that 
goal. Rev. Chastain died in 1943, the only pastor in the history of the circuit 
to be reooved by death. 

Rev. Denny Hendry caoe to tho circuit in June 1943. He reoained three years. 
DurinG that tine, New Lebanon Church built classrooos and installed a furnace in 
the basement, BecominG a station church was discussed publicly but finally it 
was decided to remain with the circuit. 

Annual Conference of 1946 appointed Robert T. Pad{3ett as supp]~ Pastor and 
Rev. W. M. Mason assistant. Rev.· P&dgett<,liveCi .. in .:tho,JlarB.onag.e..but 'Rev. Mason 
lived on the Enory Cnopu8. ·,That year, a roon was added to the church. 

The Conference of 1948 sent Rev. N. G. Mas of Tennessee with Rev. Inoan Moore 
of Mississippi as assistant. Both were students at Emory. That year Caop Ground 
(sttll called New Lebanon) felt that our church should become a station. The 
chm-ge lay leader, John T. LeCroy, called a neeting of all the chlJIc:nes on tho 
ci~cuit. The oove was discussed and terns of the separation were aGreed upon. 



T.he c:;:':rc u1 t bought New Lebanon's share of the parsonage. All eBal procedures
 
'ire.•':e obsol"'Ycd and New Lobanon Chu.:r.·ch was on i ts own~
 

One of the fi~st acts of the church ~as to chanco tho naoe -New ~banon ­

to the ouch oore often usod one -"Cetnp Ground. r;
 

The first pastor - Rev. Walter B. Rutland - a student at Er:tory TheologiCal
 
school took up his residence in Mariotta and Cffi~P G~ound started building a new
 
parsona/:3e. ThE! chu"t'ch Gave "a lonG pull, a stroI1{3 pull" and did not let go.
 

Joe S. LeCroy spont ouch of his tioe at the new building. Other nenbers of 
the buildinG cOD01ttee gavo frooly of tine and effo~t. The men of the chtITch, 
eSter the days work was done, cane to work on tho pa?sonage. Sooe of our people 
tIthed., aloost all brought gifts. Many planned to raise noney in various ways. 
It was a proud and happy day for Caop Ground when Rev. and Mrs. Rutland ooved 
into the new parsonage. 

We had a good two years under the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. Rutland and 
the church prospered. During his ninistry two new Sunday School roooo wore 
added to the ChUT'ch building. Rov. Rutland was a oenber of the Florida Conf~renoe. ;. 
and upon gradua'cion fron Enory Universi ty, returned to his own Conference. 

The Annual Conference of 1951 appointed Rev. Robert F. Chaplin to serve
 
Caop Ground Church and we have been happy to have hin and his charolI13 wife. We
 
welcooe their new daUGhter, Barbara Anne, to all the privileges and Joys of a
 
"preachers kid" in a Methodist Parsonage .
 

• J 

So far under Bro. Ghaplin's able ministry, forty-seven new oeubers have
 
been added to the Church since July, 19~1. The budget has been increased and
 
th:18 year 1t was decided to ouploy the Bel"vices of Mr. F. W. Bell as full
 
tine custodian of the buildings and grounds. Mr. Bell and his fanily live
 
on the Canp Ground, occupyinS the "Preacher's tentllwhich is situated across the
 
road fron the paroonage.
 

Mrs. B. A. Chastain 
Cha1roan - Coomittee on 
Chl~ch Records and History. 
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D8B DISTRICT CHARGE BISHOr PRESIDING 1lITIi'R PASIQR 

f 
1879 Gaincoville Cobb J. C. Keener ~. F. Mixon A. W. Roland 
1880 
1881 

82 

n 

11 

Marietta 

" 
11 

fI 

H. N. McTycr 
H. N. McTyer 
G. F. Pierce 

J. F. l-:1ixon 
W. A. Pork 
J. R. Mason 

M. W. Arnold 
M. W. Arnold 
J. W. Baker 

83 11 If G. F. Pierce W. D. Anderson J. W. Bilker 
84 
85 

If 

" 
If 

East Cobb 
J. C. Granberry 
A. w. Wilson 

W. D. Anderson 0. B. Qu1ll1nn 
W. D. Anderson H. M. Smith 

86 
87 
88 

North Atlanta 
II 11 

" 11 

11 It 

11 II 

Cobb Ct. 

H. N. McTyc1re 
J;. N. McTyeire 
J. C. Koener 

W. F. Glenn 
W. F. Glenn 
W. F. Glenn 

J. SappiI1(3tan 
Jere Reso 
J. P. Milton 

89 
90 
91 

" 
I' 
" 

If 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
11 

" 

J. c. Koener 
R. H. Hargrove' 
J. S. Key 

H. H. Parka 
J. W. Heidt 
J. W. Heidt 

J. D~ Milton 
H. M. Strozier 
F. R. So1th 
J. A. Burtz 

92 If " II " O. P. Fitzgoro.J.d J. W. Heidt A. D. khola 
J. A. Burtz 

93 11 " " 11 A. G. HuyBood J. W. Hoidt T. s. Edwards 
\ J. C. Holoes 

94 
95 
96 

11 

" 
" 

" 
II 

II 

Marietta ct. 
Cobb ct. 
" " 

A. G. Haygood 
J. C. Keener 
A. W. Wilson 

W. F. Cook 
W. F. Cook 
W. F. Cook 

:I. C. Brown 
J. P. Burgess 
Wallace ROBers 

97 
98 

" 
" 

II 

" 
" 
" 

" 
11 

C. B. Galloway 
W. W. Duncari 

W. B. Stradley J. L. Ware 
R. J. B1Ghao J. L. Ware 

99 " " " " E. R. Hendrix R. J. Bishao J. L. Ware 
1900 

01 
02 
03 
04 
05 

Marietta 
II 

11 

" 
" 
II 

If 

" 
11 

" 
II 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

E. R. Hendrix 
C. B. Galloway 
W. A. Candler 
J. S. Key 
W. W. Duncan 
W. W. D~mcan 

S. B. Ledbetter To be supplied 
S. B. Led. etter J. A. Sprayberry 
S. B. Leabetter J. A. Sprayberry 
S. B. Ledbetter To be supplied 
T. J. Christian L. D. COGgins 
T. J. Christian J. R. Jones 

06 " " " Seth Word T. J. Christian J. R. Jones 
07 II " " Seth Ward T. J. Christian A. E. Scott 
08 " " " E. E. Hoss .W. B. Dillard W, A. WellS 
09 " " If E. R. Hendrix W. B. :Dillard w. A. Wells: 
10 " fI " A. W. Wilson W. B. Dillard W. o. McMullan 
11 " " II A. W. Wilson J. T. Davis J •. B. Greahotl 
12 11 11 " J. H. McCoy W. H. Coope~ J. B. Groahao 
13 
14 
15 
16 

" 
11 

" 
11 

" " 
Marietta ct. 

11 " 
II " 

Collins Denny 
Collins Denny 
Collins Denny 
W. A. Catldler 

W. H. <Jooper 
·W. H; #oopcJ! 
w. H. Cooper 
J. P. Erwin 

W. H. Speer 
W. H. Speer 
J. M. Crowe 
J. M. Crowe 

17 " " II W.. A. Candler J. Pa Erwin J. M. Orowe 
18 " II " W. A. Candler J. P. Erwin G.T. Shell 
19 " " " W. A. Candler .J. P. Erwin G. A• Oooobera 
20 
21 

II 

II 

II 

" 
" 
" 

W. A. Candlar 
w. A. Candler 

S. R. 
S~ R~ 

England 
EnBland 

G. A. Chaobora 
C. B. Dr0.ke 

22 II " If w. B. Murrnh S. R. F.nsland C. B. Drake 
23 
24 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
It 

U. I>orliI1{3ton 
U. Dariington 

S. R. England 
H. H.. Jones 

N. A. PElrsons 
N. A. Parsons 
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YF",'\R DIS':'RICT CHARGE BISHOP PRESIDING EL.'1)ER ~TOR---- --- ---_._­
J.925 Mnr10tta Cobb Ct. U. J1:::lrltn 'ton H. H. Jonos J. M. Porry 

26 " II " W. B. Ec;u\l.chac.'ll> H. B. .Jonos J. C. R::l.ydon 
27 11 Mo.riotta Ct. W. :B. Bes.~~-:hm:rp H. H. Jones W. E. Tc'!)b 

28 " " " ·w. B .. Bun 'JChD.T:LP Na';:,h rr:!; C1:~)80:l J. L. Hooro 
29 " " " W. II. ~euu.(;hm.lp' Ha':h 'j:h(X~'P80n T 

L •• L Moca:'o 
30 11 11 " J. M. Hocc7e Mm v i.n ~\ijJ l~n:18 ,L I•. 101(0);"0 

J1 " " " J. lvI. MOu""e !"i:JJ"'.l.D. 'vIi ::::.:1.aDG J" L. Moo,: 0 

32 II II " J. M. Moore Ku'V :1:1 ~!J. J 1tr'.Ds M. J-J. Hoo:r'o 
33 " " " J. M. Moore Mal~T":"n 'vi:LJ-J.im:ls W, P. J'<mw 
-:J.j. " II II W. N. Ains:;rorth W. M. Jonos W. P, R)"ie 
35 " " 11 W. N. Ainsworth W. M. Jones J. L. Vm-n.cr 
3b " " " W. N. Ainsworth W. M. Jones J. L. YQTIlor 

37 II " " W. N. Ainst,mrth W. M. Jones Jack Nichols 
38 II II " J. L. Decell AUGustus Earnest A. S. Uln 
39 II II " J. L. Decoll AUGustus Earne8t J. S. Strickland 
40 Atlanta West II " A. J. Moore Wallace Rogers J. S. Strickland 
41 11 " " 11 A. J. Moore Wallace RClgarD L. A. Chaotajn 
42 11 " " 

11 A. J. Mocre Wallaco RO{jers B. A. ChDstllin 
43 Atl.o..nta Went. II " A. J. Mocre Wallace ROGors Donny Hendry 

\. 
44 
45 

At12nta East 
" II 

" 
" 

II 

" 
A. 
A. 

J. 
J. 

Moore 
Moore 

J. W. Voatch 
J. W. Veatch 

Den;);]' Hen<L""Y 
Denny Hendry 

46 II " " " A. J. MOGre J. W. Yeatch R. T. Pncg.eo/.it 
W. G. MElDon, , 

41 Atlanta West " " A. J. Moore Leoter RUDblc R. T. PodGett 
W. C. Muson 

48 " II II " A. J. Moore Looter Ruoblo N. G. Mos 
49 
50 

II 

II 
" 
II 

Caopcround 
II 

A. 
A. 

J. 
J. 

Moore 
Meore 

Looter Runble 
Looter Ruc.ble 

Walter Rutland 
Wa.lter Rutland 

31 II " II A. J. Moore J.W.O. McKibben Robert F. Chaplin 
52 " II II A. J. Moore J.W,O. McKibben Robart F. Chaplin 


