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HISTORY OF McDONCUGH ME'!' HODIST CHURCH 

In 1821, as a result of a treaty intended to settle the 

dissatisfaction resulting from Indian ownership of a large part of the 

heart of Georgia, Henry County came into being. The land was divided into 

lots, and grants were made to settlers. When the county was three years old, 

McDonough became a town. 

As the earliest settlers moved in, they brought Methodism with 

them. Wade Hampton Turner settled in the eastern part of the county, and 

as early as 1822 his home, on the site of the Shenvood Place near Turners 

Church, was the scene of Methodist prayer meetings. His well-lmown brother, 
V 

Allen Turner, whose name stands on the Conference minutes for over forty 

years, was largely responsible for establishing Methodism so firmly in 

Henry County. Across old Pea0hstone Shoals, up the Indian Trail whi.::h is 

now Keys' Ferry Street, this saintly cir0uit rider came to preach the Gospel 

in the settlement of eDonough. 

Tradition has it that in the earliest days of the tmvn, congrega

tions assembled under the trees on what later came to be called "Bill 

Atkinson's Corner", and it is probable that Allen Turner's first servi0es v 

here were held there in the open air. 

Among the earliest settlers of McDonough was one Tandy Key. His 

name is preserved in Keys' Ferry Street. This settler a0quired considerable 

land in cDonough, and the present church site was purchased from him in 

1830 for $50.00. The Trustees to whom title was made were: John Jackson, 

Francis E. Manson, Thomas D. Johnson, William H. "White, M. W. L. Clayton, 

J. C. Nathan, and M. Pecek. The record of generosity and sa0rifice by which 

they built the white board church rhich served the tmm until 1904 is 

apparently beyond our recall, but considering the times in which they lived 

and the resources which they had, they erected a magnificent sanctuary. 
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In 1831, just one year after the church site in }; cDonough was I ~Y" 

bought, some of these same illustrious forebears were instrumental in the 

purchase of 101~ acres for a campground site known to posterity as Shingleroof. 

William H. ·White and Francis ans an, who were tnustees of the cDonough 
. 

church were also trustees of the campground property. The others were: Wade 

H. Turner, illiam M. Crawford, Henry C. Merrett, Roderick Harper, Samuel C. 

Dailey, James Patillo, and J. 1. Coker. 

Methodist Circuit Riders of this early era were strong men, 

inured to hardship and exposure. Thpse who served the Yellow River ssion, 

of which tlcDonough was one of the 28 preaching places, were not ex eptions 

to this rule. James Bellah, one of the earliest preachers to serve this 

] ·ssion which included the present counties of Newton, walton, Henry, Fayette, 

and Clayton, received a total of $180.00 for his labors one year. 

Little information can be found concerning this period from the 

1830's until after the War Between the States. Services were uSllally spirited 

affairs, with lusty singing, vigorous preaching, and, on occasions, shouting. 

Sunday School was held in the afternoons until about 1900, and the Baptist 

and Presbyterian young folks, having been to Sunday School in their own 

churches in the morning, joined the ethodists in their services. Doubtless, 

this bringing together the youth of the three denominations explains the un

commonly high parcentage of husbands and wives in Donough belonging to 

different denominations. 

The War in the 1860's took a heavy toll. Sheep and shepherds were 

scattered, and many perished in that bitter struggle for sur'vival. Church 

services were irregular; records, if kept at all, were destroyed or lost; 

membership dropped appreciably; and there was practically no money to con

tribute. But through it all, a semblance of church orranization was main

tained under a Rev. • Harbin (1862-64) and John H. Harris (1865-66). The 

work of rahabilitation reached the point where John M. Bright in 1867 could 

I 



report 388 members from his 5 churches and 8 Sunday Schools. In 1868, 428 

members, in 1869, 520 members, in 1871 605, and so runs the record of that v 

difficult era of re-establishment and recovery. Worthy men preached and labored, 

and by the turn of the centt~y, the church was once again fi 1y entrenched in 

the life of the town and county. 

In 1887, a spacious white frame parsonage was built on the corner 

lot of College Street and ogers Street. embers of the Ladies Parsonage Aid 

Society first received title to the property, later conveying it to the 

Trustees, and seemed to be the most ardent promoters of the building project. 

The old church building, whi.::h stood on the present site, but 

fa~ed con Street on the west, is remembered as a wood frame structure about 

40 by 60 feet. It was not dilapidated, but the people felt it an inadequate 

expression of their faith. So, under the inspiration and leadership of the 

Rev. R. L. Edmondson, the old church was moved to one side, and work was begun 

on the new brick structure in the fall of 1904. The walls were up by December, 

and the building was covered and the work rested until more favorable weather 

in rch. F. B. Heflin, of Atlanta, contracted to build the church for 10% 

of the cost. 'I ork was completed and the building was ready for occupancy 

the first of June, 1905. The Building Conuuit tee was composed of J. B. Newman, 

J. F. M. Fields, H. B. Neal, J. T. Sowell, R. L. Turner, G. G. 'reems, and 

E. l. Smith. The total cost was about J>14,ooo.oO, and Bishop Candler preached V 

the dedicatory Sermon in November, 1905. 

Since that time, the McDonough church has shared the experience 

of countless l.iethodist churches in county seat t(J1fffi throughout the section. 

Through the tireless zeal of worthy preachers, a steady and effective witness 

has been made, the scope of the progr~n has been enlarged, and increases have 

been steadily made in pastor!s salary and contributions to benevolent causes. 

A list of the pastors is appended to this sketch.
 

In 1943, at the recommendation of Dr. R. L. Russell, pastor, the
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Quarterly Conference authorized extensive improvements in the Shingleroof 

Campground property. Tents were improved, a new hotel was built, the water 

system was installed, and the use of the property was tendered to youth 

groups from other denominations. John H. Turner was one of the principal 

figures in this developroo nt • 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Edgar A. Padgett, a modern 

7-room bri.:::k parsonage was constru.:::ted at a CO:3t of $20,000.00. Ground was 

broken on February 18, 1951, and the building was completed July 30, 1951. 

The Building Corrnnittee consisted of R. L. Turner, Chairnan, C. Whit Turner, 

George E. Strawn, 1. W. Turner, J. S. Hunt, Charles Yf. Fargason. 
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PAST0 DIST. SUPT. BISHOP 

Albert Gray 1856-57
 
Ri~hard aters 1858-59
 
Albert Lovette 1860-61
 
•••••••• Harbin 1862-64
 
J. H. Harris 1865-66
 
John Bright 1867-68
 
J. H. Harris 1869-72
 
J. R. Mason 1873-74
 
A. W. Ro."fland 1875
 
J. VI. Yarbrough 1876-77
 
R. f. Rodgers 1878-79
 
C. C. Spence 1880
 
G. W. Thomas 1881-82
 
J. C. Davidson 1883
 
Albert Gray 1884 (died in June)
 
S. R. England 1884
 
\ • P. Smith 1885
 
J. T. Ri~hardson 1886
 
T. S. L. Harwell l887 Jesse Boring H. N. McTyere 
J. Bowden 1888~89 'l. iadsworth 11
 

J. I . Stipe 1890 T. F. Pierce J. C. Keener 
J. E. Rosser 1891-92 R. K. Har rove" 
if. i. Brinsfield 1893 O. P. Fitzgerald" 
J. 1. Thurman 1894-96 J. r. Heidt A. G. Haygood 
• S. Hudson 1897-1900 • P. Lovejoy A. • lilson 

J. L. oon 1901-02 John B. Robins "". R. He drix: 
R. Edmondson 1903-ID6 '. F. Glenn W. A. Candler 
J. E. En land 1907-10 J. T. Daves Seth ard 
Olin King 1911-12 J. • Eakes A. 'T. ilson 
A. B. Sanders 19D-14 letche;cdJail:ton J. H. cCoy 
H. S. Smith 1915-18 Collins Denny" 
H. C. Emory 1919-20 if. L.. Pierce IT. A. Candler 
J. A. Partridge 1921-23 Luke G. Johnson " 
T. H. }.laxwel1 1924-26 J. M. Eakes u. V. ''[. Darlington 
R. P. Ethridge 1927-30 L. 11. Twiggs vIr. B. Beauchamp 
George Hamilton 1931-33 W. L. Duren John ~. moore 
C. B. Drake 1934-35 " " 
J. J. Copelan 1936-38 \ alter 1~. Twig 
J. • Gar ner 1939-42 R. L. Russell Arthur J. oore 
R. L. Russell 1943-45 roo·fell (died) 

A. • Pierce 11
 

H. L. 100d 1946-48 Paul A. Turner " 
Edgar A. Padgett 1948- Henry H. Jones " 


