
CHURCH HISTORY 

On Sunday, April 12, 1964, eleven interested people met in a home in the 
Mountain Park community with the Revered James J. Sneed, Jr. for the purpose
Of making plans for a new Methodist Church in this community. 

The first Service was held in May 1964 in the Mountain Park Masonic Lodge 
at the intersection of Rockbridge and Five Forks-Trickum Roads with a total of 
forty-five present for Sunday School and Worship. The Charter Service was held 
on Sunday, June 7, 1964 with the Atlanta-Emory District Superintendent, Dr. 
Gordon Thompson, presiding. There were eighty-seven Charter Members, the largest
charter membership for any Methodist Church at that time. Before the end of 
June 1964, plans were underway for the building of the first unit on the five 
acre lot at our present location. This lot was purchased by the Board of Missions 
and Church Extension of the North Georgia Methodist Conference and the Atlanta
Emory Di stri ct. 

On February 7, 1965 with the Sunday School meeting in several homes and an 
old dwelling house located on the present lot, ground was broken for the first 
unit which is now our Fellowship Hall and Younger Children's Classrooms. Con
struction began in January 1966, and the first Service was held in this first 
unit on May 15, 1966. This unit was paid off two years in advance of the due 
date and a Service of Dedication was held on April 28, 1974 with Bishop William 
R. Cannon and District Superintendent William H. Ruff presiding. 

A three-bedroom, ranch-style Parsonage for our Minister was constructed in 
1967 at 5052 Greenoak Drive on land donated by Mr. Clyde Stephens. The labor 
was donated and the home was built for $14,500.00. 

The Church Membership and Sunday School Attendance increased so rapidly that 
the need arose for additional classrooms. Several of the classes were meeting
in three trailers on the church property which were provided by the Atlanta-Emory 
District. So 1n 1974 the second phase of our building program planning was 
begun, but due to the country's economy, the building program was slowed down until 
mid-1975. On April 20, 1975, ground was broken for the second unit which consists 
of our present Sanctuary, Class, and Choir Rooms. This unit was completed and the 
Consecration Service was held on September 21,1975 with District Superintendent
William H. Ruff, presiding. 

As we begin 1981, the Mountain Park Church now has over 1100 full members and 
over 250 preparatory members (children). Our budget has grown to over $172,000.00, 
and we are averaging over 500 for both of our Services of Worship each Sunday. In 
addition to our Minister, we now have a staff that includes: an Associate Minister, 
a Director of Music, and a Director of Youth. Because of the continued rapid 
growth of the Mountain Park community here in Gwinnett County, we are now in the 
process of having a Master Plan drawn which will include short and long range . 
facility plans. In seeking to be a part of the present and future of the Mountain 
Park community, our Church continues to look forward to the expansion of our Church 
program and facilities as we seek to be IIA Caring Church. 1I 

Ministers who have served the Mountain Park Church and their tenure include: 
*James J. Sneed, Jr. 1964-1967 
*Roger Stone, Jr. 1967-1967 (January-July)
*Howard Bledsoe 1967-1969 
*Sven Mossinger 1969-1971 
*Charles Barnes 1971-1980 
*Sam A. Storey 1980-Present 


