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~if HISTORY OF EW HO METHODIST CHURCH, LOCUST GROVE CH RGE,~~ 
G. 11' IN DISTRICT
 

New Hope Methodist Church received two and three-fourth 
acres of land on ~eptember 8, 1835 from Elizabeth Allen to Thomas i 24 
\i. Ha ris, Peter Wolf, Davi Nolley, Claiborne Trussell, David 
Grant, Joseph \IIa If , and James Findley, t ustees a this church. 
The church is located in Henry County, seven miles no theast of 
Locust Grove, Ga. On Octobe P-9, 1902, the church property viaS 
added to by a lot of one acre, given by J.A.C. ~lynn, to the trus
tees of New Hope Church. During recent years New Hope Church 
bou~t an additional acre of land to be used for cemetery lots 
from Tom and Geor~e Wilson, paying ~100.00 for same. 

Nothing definite is known about the church from the time 
of its beginning until 1889. None of the charter members are 
living, but some of the older members tell us that the earliest 
place of worship was a brush arbor. 

At the present time New Hope Church is in the Griffin 
District, Locust Grove Charge, but accordino to old records and 
minutes, the chu ch was in South Atlanta District in 1895. The 
official roll bf the church at that time 1t'las: R.F. Burford, Trus
tee and Stewara, J.A.C. Wynn, Trustee, J.S. Rape, Trustee, L.B. 
Garr, Trustee, S.A. Tolleson, Stewa d, J.R. Wilkins, Steward, G. 
G. LeGuin, Steward and Sunday School Supt., R.R.- Cawthon, oteward, 
J •• Cowan, uhurch Secretary. 

According to records, the pastors fo ~he South Atlanta 
District were as follows: 1889-1890, M.H. Dillard, 1890-1892, 
.•A. Eakes, 1893-1894-1895, J.S. Askew. 

On November 2, 1896 the fourth uarterly can erence of 
the Jenkinsburg Charge was held at Worthville Church in Butts 
County. At this time New Hope was on the Jenkinsburg Charge. 
The fourjhurches on the Charge were Jenkinsburg, Stark, New Hope, 
and \lorthville. The following amounts were cant ibuted at this 
conference: Jenkinsburg, $25.15, Stark, y82.25, New Hope, ~34.30, 
\lorthville, ~22.70. The pasta s for the Jenkinsburg Charge were: 
1896, B. Sanders, 1897-1898, J.W. Hunt, 1899, J.M. Myers, part of 
1900, L.H. Green. 

From past records we - ind New Hope Church was put on the 
Locust Grove Charge, Griffin District, during the year 1900, and 
the pastor~f the Charge was J.M. Fowler, who served in 1900 and 
1901. 

So far as is known New Hope congregations have only worshiped 
in two church buildings. The present building was built during 
the sun~er of 1902. It is built of wood and is a one room struc
ture with a seating capacity of 300. R.F. Burford, one of the 
Ste'i.'lards of the church, gave the timber to make the lumber fo 
the church. Only the nails, shingles, windows an' oars had to 
be bought, and the total cost of the huilding was a ound ~50.00. 

The members of the church contributed free labor. The value of 
our church buildin to-day, according to insurance, is ~3000.00. 

Fo~easons unknown New Hope Church re-appea ed on the 
Jenkinsburg Charge during the year 1903, and the pastor at this 
time was J.O. Brand. The pastors during 1904-1905 were Walter( 
Millican, and in 1906, W•..• Stilwell. 

In 1907 New Hope Church was dropped from the Jenkinsburg 
Charge and again came on the Locust Grove Charge, Griffin District, 

with four churches, namely, Locust Grove, Mt. Bethel, Philadelphia, 
and New Hope. These four churches comprise the Charge to-day. 



The presiding elder at this time was J.T. Daves, and the preacher 
of the Charge was C.V. Weathers. 

The following presiding el ers and pastors have served 
the Charge: 

Date Presiding Eldeifor later Dist. oupt. Pastofl 
1908-1909 J.H. Eakes, or. A.F. Ward 
1910-1911 J.H. Eakes, Sr. W.J. DebardelebeN 

1912 Fletcher Walton F.R. Smith 
1913-1914 1"letcher Walton L.L. Landrum 
1915 l"letcher \{al ton J.J. Copelan 
1916 J.L. Pierce J.J. Copelan 
1917-1918 I.L. Pierce H.L. Byrd 
1919 Luke Johnson D•• McBrayer 
1920-1921-1922 Luke Johnson D.P. Johnston 
1923 J.H. Eakes, Jr. D.P. Johnston 
1924-1925 J.H. Eakes, Jr. W.E. Brown 
1926 J.H. Eakes, Jr. J.L. Varner 
1927 L.IvI. Twiggs J.L. Varner 
1928-1929-1930 L.1"1. Twiggs R.H. Timberlake 
1931 N.L. Duren H.Il. Strozier 
1932-1933-1934 \tv. T. Hunnicutt H•• McNeil 
1935-1936-1937-1938 \'l •fvl. Twiggs Jesse Warwick 
1939 N.M. Twiggs ':.C. Shea 

J.H. Hager 
1940 R.L. Russell J.W. King 
1941-1942 R.L. Russell .F. Martin 
1943 R.L. Russell A.E. Purviance 
1943-1944 VI .fJI. I'~axwe11 Nath Thompson 

-I" 1941+-1945 M. 1. I,laxwel1 
A.M. Pierce E. T. Drinkard V 

1~4~-1946-19L~7 Paul A. Turner E.T. Drinkard 
1947-1948  Paul A. Turner J.R. Ward 
1948-1949-1950 Paul A. Turner J .B. Ward 
1950 Henry H. Jones W.C. Hamby, Jr. 
1950-1951 Henry H. Jones Clyde A. Black-

stock 
T.Te have no record when the first Sunday School was organized. 

ccording to minutes in 1895, there was a Sunday School and G.G. Le
Guin was the superintendent. 'Ve know he hel this office continuous
ly from this date until November, 1941, when he resigned to turn the 
reins over to a younger man. Harold Cowan was then elected superin
tendent and held the office until December, 1942, when he was in'ucted 
into the rmy. During the time he was in oe~vice, Jesse Ray Thomp
son served. In 1944 Harold Cowan was again elected supe intendent 
and sArved until 1949, when he asked to be relieve of the office. 
At this time R.O. Miller was elected, and he is serving in the 
office at the present time. No record has been kept of the first 
enrollment of the school, but we know that uring the yea s we have 
increased in the amounts paid in all causes. 00me of the oldest 
living members tell us that our community is not as thickly popu
lated as in years past and we do not have as great attendance to-day 
as we did then. The report of the first quarterly conference in 
1900 shows that the assesment for New Hope was $143.75; whereas, 
the assesment in 1950 was ~504.12. 

The first missionary Society of New Hope Church was or
ganized in 1939. fv'lrs. G.G. LeGuin was the first president. 'l'1e do 
not know how much the first oociety paid, but we uo know that each 
member contributed at least 10 cents per month. This first 
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00ciety had a short life, for it only lived one year. 

in 1947 under the leadership of Hev. and Mrs. E.T. Drinkard, 
we organized a v.S.C.S. To-day we have on roll f~rteen members, 

and we have given to all causes this yea yS5s1~ 10/.1'. 
The Youth of New Hope have been organized for seve'al 

years, even back to the days of 'l'he Epworth League. To-day it is 
known as The Youth ellowship, and we meet weekly at the church with 
an adult counselor. The present enrollment is 21. 

For the past several years the four chu ches on the 
charge have had a Charge Layman's Day. At these meetings we have 
had several church layman meet with us, among them being P.Y. Luther 
and G. Avon Gaston. 

During the years New Hope Church has been privileged to 
send out three preachers, namely, Rev.J.W.O. McKibben and Rev. J.R. ~ 
Thompson, both serving in the North Georgia Conference,an eVe 
C.R.	 McKibben, serving in the South Georgia Conference. 

in 1948 the four chu ches of the Charge unde~he capable 
leadership of ev.J.B. Ward built an eight room b ick parsonage 

located in Locust G ove, Ga. The lot fo~his parsonage was donated 
by C.D. Lindsey, a member of Locust Grove Chu.ch. It was dedicated 
by Bishop Arthu_ J. Moore in f\1ay, 1949. The value of the parson
age and grounds is ~15,OOO.OO. 

No record has been accurately kept of our chu ch member
ship during the early beginning of the chu~ch, but as nearly as we 
can ascertain the church membership about 1895 V'Tas 166. To-day it 
is 131. A goodly nwnbe10f this total is non-resicent members, but 
as the prophet 0_ old says tlnot by might nor power, but by my Spirit',' 
we are to press onward and fo ward in the name of our vommander, 
even if our number is small. 
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