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NEW HOPE UNITED METHODIST ~1IURCIf HISTORY	 Locust Grove Charge 
The Griffin D~strict 

Nen Hope Methodist Church received two and three-fourth acres 
of land September 8, 1835 from Elizeabeth Allen to Thomas W. Harris, 
Peter Wolf, David Nolley, Claibone Trussell, David Grant, Joseph 
Wolf and James Findley, trustees of the Church. The Church is located 
in Henry County, seven miles northeast of Locust Grove, Georgia. 
On October 29, 1902, the church property was added to by a lot of 
one acre, given by J. A. C. Wynn, to the trustees of New Hope Church. 

During recent ye2.rs Few Hope Church bought an addi tione.l acre of 
land to oe used for cemetrey from Mr. 1,'1. T. Kelley, paying one hundred 
dollars (S100.00) for same. 

Nothing definite is known 8.r)QUt the Church from the time of its 
beginning until 1889. None of the ch!lrter mem~)ers are living, but 
some of the older members tell us that the earilest place of worship 
was a brush arbor. 

At the present time New Hope Church is in the Griffin District, 
Locust Grove Charge, but according to old records and minutes the 
church was in the South Atlanta District in 1895. The Official roll 
of the church at that time was: R. F. Burford, Trustee, and Steward; 
J. A. C. Wynn, Trustee; J. S. Rape Trustee; L. B. Garr, Trustee, 
S. A. Tolleson, steward; J. R. Wilkins, Steward; J. R. Cowan, Church 
Secretary. According to records the pastors for the South Atlanta 
District were as follows: 1889 - 1890, Rev. M. H'. Dillard, 1890 
1.892, Rev. i. .. A. Eakes, 1893 - 1894, - 1895, R8V. J. S. Askew. 

On November 2, 1896, the fourth quarterly conference of the 
Jenkinsburg Charge was held at Worthville Chllrch in Butts County. 
At this time New Hope Church was in the Jenkinsburg Charge. The 
four churches on the Charge were Jerucinsburg, Stark, New Hope and 
Worthville. The following amounts were contributed at this fonference: 
Jenkinsburg, $25,15, Stark, $82.25, New Hope, $34.30, Worthville, 
$22.70. The pastors for the Jenkinsburg Charge were: 1896 - 1898, 
Rev. B. Sanders, Rev, J. W. Hunt 1899, Rev. J. M. Myers, part of 
1900, Rev. L. H. Green. 

From past records, we find New Hope Church was put on the Locust 
Grove Charge during the year 1900, 2nd the pastor of the Charge 
was Rev. J. M. Fowler, who served in 1900 and 1901. 

So far as is known, Ne~ Hope congregations have only worshipped 
in two church buildings. The present "building nas build during the 
summer of 1902. It is built of wood and is a one room structure ~ith 

a seating capac i ty of 300. R. F. Burford, one of the ste'.'rards of the 
ChurCh, gave the timber to make the lumber. The total cost of the 
building, according to one of the older members, was around fifty 
($50.00). The members of the church contributeO. free 18.bor. The 
value of our church building tode.y, is thr8e thousand dollars (:':3,000.00). 

The inside of the auditorium was remodeled in lQ60. The value 
of the remodeling is aprroximate ly three thousand dollars. (:)3,000.00) 
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With the passing of time and the changes being made in one's 
life, the need for an education bUilding came to our attention. 
In July, 1954, the first money for this building was deposited. 
The Quarterly Conference at Mount Bethel, in either August or Sept
ember, 1954, gave the church permission to build, and today, Sept
ember 30, 1956, we have the building completed and it will show for 
itself. It is a concrete block building size 34 by 50 feet, and 
contains four class rooms, a kitchen and recreational room. The 
apporximate cost of the building was three thousand dollars ($3000.00), 
with quite a bit of material and paint being donated. The cost of 
this building would have been more, but the greater part of the 
labor was contributed by the members. 

We now have water in the kitchen of the Education Building 
and a new sink. These improvements and conveniences have cost two 
hundred ninty-one dollars and forty-six cents ($291.46), plus cost 
of the roof on the pump house, and many hours of free labor contributed 
by members of the church. 

In 1950 we put a floor in our church and a new roof on one side 
of the building. Since the church had quite a few trees on its 
property, they were cut, sawed, and used. The labor was contributed 
by members of the church and community. In 1954 it was decided to 
put gas heat in our church and now we have four gas heaters for the 
audi torium .. 

In 1968 we made the following improvements to the church central 
heat ($450.00), new Pews ($2000.00), and Carpet on the floor. 

Those of us who have been privileged to attend Sunday School 
for the past fifteen years or more, we can say that we are spending 
more for literature, now in 1957, than at any time during this span. 
Our offerings in Sunday School have increased, and we are having 
as many in attendance as at any tile recently. 

In 1948 the four churches of the Charge, under the capable 
leadership of Rev. J. B. Ward, bui 1t an eight room brick parsol"age 
located in Locust Grove, Georgia. The lot for this parsonage nas 
donated by C. D. Lindsey, a member of Locust Grove Church. The 
parsonage was dedicated by Bishop ~rthur J. Moore in May 1949. The 
value of the building and grounds is Sl5,000.OO. 

For the past several years the fClur churches on the Charge have 
had a Charge Layman's Day. At these meetings ~e have had several 
church layman meet with us, among them beine P. Y. Luther and G.. 
Avon Gaston. 

We have no record when the first Sunday School ':Jas organi z,ed .. 
According to minutes in 1895, there was a Sunday School and G. G. 
LeGuin was the Superintendent .. We know he held this office continously 
from this date until November 1941, when he resigned to turn the reins 
over to a younger man. Harold Cowan was then elected Superintendent 
and held the office until December 1942, when he was inducted into 
the Army. During the~ time he was in service, Jesse Ray Thompson 
served. In 1944, Harold Cowan was again elected Superintendent and 
served until 1949, when he asked to be relieved of the office. At 
this time Royce O. Miller was elected, and he served until 1960, 
at which time he asked to be relieved of the office. 
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At that time Crawford James was elected and served until 1962. Upon 
being relieved of the office he was replaced J. E. Holder, who served 
from 1962 until 1965. We also have an assistant Sunday School Super
intendent, Robert W. Thompson 1963 - • J. 1. Thompson was elected 
church school superintendent for 1965 - 1968, E. L. Lynn lq68 

No record has been kept of the enrol:E.ment of the Sunday School, 
but we kno" th2t durin~ the years we have increased in the amounts 
!laid to all causes. Some of the oldest living members tell us that 
our community is not as thickly populated as in years past 2.nd '!re 
do not have a ereat attendance toda.y as \"re did then. 

The first missionary society of New Hope 1,'ras organized in 1939. 
Nn's. G. G. LeGuin VTas the first president. We do not kno ..r how much 
the first society paid, but we do know that each mem~er contributed 
at least ten cents per month. The first Society had a short life, 
for it only lived one year. In 1947, under the leadership of Rev. 
& Mrs E. Drinkard, we organized a W. SO' CO'S. In 1952 we had on roll 
fourteen members, and we gave to all causes one hundred one dollars 
and sixteen cents ($101.16). In 1956, we had twenty-five members 
in our society. The president in 1962 is Miss Lois Holder. 

The Youth of New Hope have been organized for several years, 
even back in the days of The Epworth League. Today the Sund~y evening 
meetings are knorm as the Sunday Evening Fel.:JLowship, ;tnd ~'!e are striving 
to get every member of the church to attend and take part in the 
meetings. In November of 196~, the church started an ault cl~ss on 
Sunday Evening Fellowship. 

i{o :i'ecord has been accurately kept of our church membership 
during the early beginning of the church, but as nearly as we can 
ascertain the church membership about 1895 was 166. In September 
1956, it was 146. A goodly number of this total is non-resident members. 
The m~mbership in november of 1962 is approximo.tely 140. 

At the fourth '~u2.rterly Conference held at Ee'.'r Hope on May 26, 
1957, a change w~s made in the Locust Grove CharFoe. Mount Bethel 
saw fit to withdraw from the charge and become a half-time church. 
She and Turner's Church formed c. new Charge, the l\,ount Bethel-fl'urner's 
Charge. So at the A~~ual North Geor~ia Conference in June, 1957, the 
first -pastor, Rev. Grsnt Hinshaw, came to the Mount Bethel - Turner's 
Charge, a.nd we nOr! have only three churches on the Locust Grove 
Charge, Locust Grove, New Hope, and Philadelphia. 

Also, at this fourth Quarterly Conference in 1957, New Hope 
was made to feel that we had reached 8.nother mi lestone, for at this 
time, Rev. Hoke Sewell, the District SupeTitendent, dedicated our 
Education Building. 

During the church year, July 1956 to July 1957, New Hope paid to 
the pastor and all other Causes ti'lO hundred twenty-five dollars and 
sixty-two cents ($225.62) per quarter. This does not include( anything 
for incidentals, cemetery cleaning, nor any other local espenses. The 
well on the church property vas clee.ned out at this time and a pum.p 
has been been installed; als0 a pump house has been built. 

The New Hope road has recently been been paved from highway 81
 
to beyond the church. This has ~re2tly boosted attendance.
 



4
 

Suring the years, New Hope has beeD privileged to send Gut four 
Preachers, name, Rev. J. W.O. McKibben, Rev. J. R. Thompson, and
 
Rev. J. W. Miller, which are serving in the North Geor~ia Conference,
 
and Rev. Charles R. McKibben, serving in the South Georgia Conference.
 

Yie have nOVi added bathrooms to the Education Building. 

In 1956, we organized different committees to take care of thE.' 
business of the church. We also have have a committee to set up a 
budget in the spring for the next conference year, with all the 
askings for the year on it. 1.7e not" havE: over a Four thousand dollc::.r 
bUdget set up for 1966. 

On the first Sunday night in October of 1962, our associate 
pastor, Rev. Chuck Hunter praaches for us. He also preaches on fourth 
Sunday morning. Our Pastor, Rev. Juel Sealey preaches on first Sunday 
morning at lO:OO,second Sunday at 7:00, third Sunday morning 11:00, 
fourth Sunday night at 7:00. 

As tim8s chance so 10e3 the church, in 1957 we started having 
associate pastors to preach and to work with the young people of the 
church. Here is ~ list of the associate pastors: Rev. Leo Rape, 
Rev. Ronald B8.1Iard, Rev. Buddy Howard, Rev. Chuck Bancaft, Rev. 
Chuck Hunter, Rev. Robert Alston, and Rev. Robert Anthony, Pierce Norman. 

The following is a list of the District Supt. of the Church: 
Rev. J. R. Eakes, Sr. 1908 - 1911, Rev. Fletcher Walton 1912 - 1915, 
Rev. W. 1. Pierce 1916 - 1918, Rew. Luke Johnson 1919 - 1922, Rev. 
J. H. Eakes, Jr. 1923 - 1926, Rev. L. M. Twiggs 1927 - 1930, Rev. 
W. L. Duren 1931 - , Re~. W. T. Hunnicutt 1932 - 1934, Rev. W. M. 
Twiggs 1935 - 1939, Rev. R. L. Russell 1940 - 1943, Rev. M. M. 
Maxwell 1943 - , Rev. A. M. Pierce 1944 - 1945, Rev. Paul A. Turner 
1945 - 1950, Rev. Henry H. Jones 1950 - 1955, Rev. Hoke Sewell 1955
1958, Rev. J. C. Callaway 1958 - 1964, Rev. James M. Moore, Jr. 
1965 - 1969, Rev. Frank Crawley 1969 

We have painted the church and educational building in 1965. 

For reasons unknown to any of us today, New Hope Church re
appeared on the Jenkinsburg Charge during the year 1903, and the 
pastor at this time was Rev. J. 0. Brand. The Rastors during 1904 
1905 were Walter Millican, and in 1906, Rev. W. R. Stilwell. 

In 1907, New Hope Church was dropped from the Jenkinsburg Charge 
and ar;ain Cctme on the Locust Grove Charge, Griffin District, with 
four churches, namely, Locust Grove, Mount Bethel, Philadephia and 
Nevl Hope. The Fresiding Elder at this time Vias Rev .. J. T. Davis, 
and thE Preacher of the charge was Rev. C. V• Weathers .. 
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The following Pastors have s''3rved the Charge: Rev. A. F. Ward 
1908 - 1909, Rev. W. J. DeBardeleben 1910 - 1911, Rev. F. R. Smith 
1912, Rev. L. L. Landrum 1913 - 1914, Rev. J. J. Copelan, 1915 - 1916, 
Rev. H. L. Byrd 1917 - 1918, Rev. D. A. McHTayer 1919, Rev. D. P. 
Johnston 1920 - 1923, Rev. W. E. Brown 1924 - 1925, Rev. J. L. Varner 
1926 - 1927, Rev. R. H. Timberlake 1928 - 1930, Rev. H. M. Stroger 
1931, Rev. H. A. McNeil 1932 - 1934, Rev,. Jesse Warwick 1935 - 1938, 
Rev. R. C. Shea & J. H. Ha~er 1939, Rev. J. W. King 1940, Rev. E. F. 
Martin 1941 - 1942, Rev. A. E. Purviance 1942 - 1943, Rev. Nath 
Thompson 1943, Rev. E. T. D:cinkp,rd 1944 - 1947, Rev. J. B. W'Cerd 
1947 - 1950, Rev. W. C. Hamby 1950, Rev. Clyde A. Biackstock 1950 
1952, Rev. Wilton S. Holston 1952 - 1955, Rev. J. Harold Tucker 
1955 - 1958, R. R. Baker, Jr. 1958 - 1961, Rev. Dan Maxey, Jr. 
1961 - 1962, Rev. Juel Sealey 1962 - 1964, Rev. Nat H. LonG 1964 
1965, Nov. 30, Rev. William H. Kirby, Dec. 1, 1965 - 1968, Rev. 
Luther Porter 1968 - 1969, Don Clark 1969 

New hope had an associ~te lastor for three months, oecause the 
Pastor was sick and unable to preach. Eddie Foy was the name of 
the associate. We can count him 3.S being from th,':'.t church to go into 
the ministry. 

About one-half of the old pRrt of the cemetery is of graves of 
men, and boys, and slaves killed during the Civil War. These men 
made a stand there against some of Sherman's mem about the middle 
of the summer of 1864. Some of the men were buried immediately after 
Sherman's men marched on towa~d Jackson, Ga. and Savannah. 


