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Newnan Springs today is a thriving United Methodist congregation with a membership in which all age 
groups are well represented. We are intent upon ministering to our community and beyond as well as 
nurturing the growing Christians who are the congregation. We rejoice in all that the Lord is doing among 
and througr us, a~d we pray expectantly about all that will happen in the future. 

In 1838, a group of Christians formed a small congregation meeting first in a brush arbor, then in a 
small log building close to the location of the present building. The congregation was called McAffee's 
Chapel, named for an early settler in the area. The building was used during the Civil War by Sherman's 
occupation troops CIS a bdkery, then burned in 1864. The congregation scattered, then regrouped in 1868. 
They then reorganized as Newnan Springs Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with 16 members, all 
shown on the records as "restored." The name honored General Daniel Newnan, a veteran of the War of 
1812, a Georgia congressman, and Secretary of State, who is said to have been killed by an Indian as he 
was drinking from the big spring near the church campus. His body is buried in the church cemetery. 
A 24 by 30 foot building was constructed of rough-hewn pine as a meeting house. 

The third church building was constructed in 1890, its tall bell tower visible throughout the 
neighborhood. Its bell hangs in the top of a brick sign board in front of the present sanctuary. 

In 1935, during the ministry of Rev. I. B. Smith, Newnan Springs became a "station" church with its 
own appointed pastor. The parsonage was built just west of the church campus at that time. On August 
10, 1945, ground was broken for the fourth and present sanctuary, as the membership had outgrown the 
1890 structure. Educational wings, the Richard Howell Christian Life Center, and a bea' Jtiful pavilion have 
bean added in more 'ecent years. 

We aru grateful to be part of the long march of Christians who have been and are Newnan Springs. 
We believe the future will see us as an ever-stronger light for the Lord in the Tri-State area. How blessed 
we are! 



A History of Newnan Springs United Methodist Church
 
Catoosa County, Georgia
 

Before all the Indians left the region in 1838, we are told that a group of Methodists met on a 
hill above the spring near the headwaters of Spring Creek in what was then Walker County and 
organized McAfee's Chapel. It is the oldest church in the area. It was named for an early settler 
in that part of Walker County. It was not until 1853 that Catoosa County was formed from 
Walker County. 

The first church was built of logs and was used until the Civil War. In 1863, the Battle of 
Chickamauga was fought nearby. During General Shennan's occupation, Federal troops used the 
church as a bakery; and in 1864, the building burned. The congregation scattered, and from that 
time until 1868, no services were held. 

But in 1868, the church was reorganized as a Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with sixteen 
members. The records show these as "restored," so it can be assumed that they were all members 
of the first congregation. A member of the McAfee family did make the return trip on horseback, 
however, to take part in the reorganization, and to express the willingness of his family for the 
name of the church to be changed. 

At this time the name became Newnan Springs Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in honor 
of General Daniel Newnan and for the large spring nearby. General Newnan was a veteran of the 
War of 1812. Both he and his family owned property in the area. He was a Georgia congressman 
and Secretary of State. He is said to have been killed by an Indian as he leaned over to get a 
drink from the big spring. General Newnan is buried in the Newnan Springs cemetery. Vandals 
have destroyed most of the beautiful monuments. However, the marker with his name is still 
there. A clause in an earlier deed to the church called for right of way to the spring but it was 
later removed. The present church building is approximately one hundred yards from the site of 
the first McAfee's Chapel. 

Fonner Congressman Gordon Lee of Chickamauga, Georgia, had a monument erected in 
memory of General Newnan by the Dickinson Chapter of the D.A.R. of Newnan, Georgia. It is 
across the road from the church on property that used to belong to Newnan Springs church. In 
1927, officials of Newnan Springs participated when the monument was erected and dedicated. 

The following inscription can be read on the monument which faces north parallel to 
Lakeview Drive near Nawaka Avenue: 

"On Yonder Hill rests
 
the remains of
 

Gen. Daniel Newnan
 
Born, 1780; Died, 1851
 

Veteran of the War of 1812
 
Major-General Georgia-


Militia Third Division, 1817
 
Secretary of State, 1823-1827
 

United States Congressman, 1831-1833.
 
This Monument erected in
 

His memory by Gordon Lee
 
Sarah Dickinson Chapter
 

of D.A.R., Newnan, Ga., and
 
Members of Newnan Springs
 
M.E. Church, South, 1927."
 



The second church building was erected on a knoll about fifty yards from the one which 
burned. It was constructed of rough sawed pine boards and was 24 ft. by 30 ft. There were doors 
in the front only. Three windows down each side gave adequate light for daytime. At night 
kerosene lamps on the wall were used. For winter use there was a wood-burning heater in the 
center of the room. Harriet Dickert collected the first money for the new building which was 
used as the church until 1890. 

Repairs were made on this building according to reports from the church conference of 
September 25,1872. "It was agreed by the members of the church that our proportion of the 
funds arising from the sale of the camp ground property be applied to repairs on our church 
building." 

Excerpts from early church records show the seriousness with which church matters were 
undertaken: 

October 27, 1872: Pastor reported revivals in every church on the circuit and about 
100 professions of faith. (The pastor served more than one church.) 

November 29, 1873: Pastor reported during the year he had preached 183 sermons, 
made 515 pastoral visits, rode 3,500 miles and 68 joined the church. 

April 19, 1879: Pastor reported about 200 pastoral visits, but found very few family altars. 

May 19, 1889: Rolls were called and several members were charged with continued
 
absence from church. A committee was appointed to see them and
 
ascertain why they had not been to church.
 

July 4, 1885:	 8 received on application, 10 received by certificate, 3 restored,
 
6 removed by certificate, 1 dropped, 3 died, 1 expelled, 1 suspended.
 

July 2,1887:	 We rejoice in the peace and fellowship of this church, express our
 
profound gratitude to God for His presence and blessing in all the past
 
and for our faith in the opening future.
 

On March 19, 1887, in the Quarterly Conference, the following resolution was recorded: 
"Resolved that in view of the peculiar surroundings of church property at Newnan Springs, 

trustees of said property are hereby authorized to sell and deed said property at such time and on 
such terms as they may judge for the best interest of the church and to invest proceeds in the 
building of another house of worship at said place for the benefit of said M.E. Church, South." 

On September 22, 1888, the following business was transacted: 
"We, the trustees ofthe Newnan Springs church property of the M.E. Church, South, submit 

the following of acts: We had a deed to two acres around the present church building. The 
grounds around it have been recently sold but the church lot reserved. Valuation of the church 
building is set at $300." 

In 1890, the third church building was erected about 200 feet north from where the second 
building had stood. It had beautiful windows, a high arched ceiling, and a tall bell tower. It was 
far ahead of the average building of the section at the time it was built. 

Then shortly after World War I, this building was remodeled at a cost of about $3,000. 
Sunday School rooms and a choir loft were added. This was made possible by lengthening the 



sanctuary. Again, in 1935, this building was remodeled. It was also moved to a new location, 
approximately two hundred and fifty feet to the east and the church was turned around so as to 
face west. This placed the building in a more advantageous setting. A basement was excavated 
to give still more Sunday School space. Rooms were included for a furnace, and a vestibule was 
added at the front of the building. The church was painted throughout and shrubbery was planted, 
which added much to the beauty of the setting. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Frank Crawley, he preached his remembered "$2,000 sermon." 
This began the building fund for a still larger church. Approximately $2,000 was put into 
government bonds at this time, and during the pastorates which followed, special building fund 
projects were carried on. On August 11, 1947, Homecoming Day was observed and at this time a 
ground-breaking service was held to mark the beginning ofthe new church. The site of this 
fourth building was secured in 1935, and lies approximately seventy-five feet north of the third 
building. As the new district superintendent, the Rev. Peter Manning preached his first sermon at 
Newnan Springs that day. Many said that the ground-breaking and homecoming marked the 
greatest attendance ever in the history of the church. 

This last building is made of brick in colonial architectural design. On January 2, 1949, the 
congregation worshipped in the new church for the first service, when the Rev. Harry Mitcham 
was pastor. A pipe organ was installed in time for the first service. The organ was dedicated on 
March 6, 1949. On Sunday, May 13, 1956, the dedicatory sermon for the new church as preached 
by Bishop Arthur J. Moore at the 11 o'clock service. This service marked the successful 
conclusion of a drive to remove all indebtedness more than seven years ahead of schedule. The 
financial success was accomplished by spiritual growth and this service was considered the 
beginning of still greater spiritual endeavor. 

Ground-breaking was held for the Educational Building on August 3, 1958, while the 
Rev. Hoyt Henderson was pastor. It was occupied within the next year. 

Construction for a Christian Activities Building near the church began on November 2, 1978, 
and a Consecration service was held May 20, 1979. The Reverend Renfroe Watson was pastor at 
the time. 

On April 8, 1984, two resolutions to the Charge Conference authorized the sale of property 
next to the cemetery and the purchase of property adjacent to the church owned by Mrs. Reba 
Ketner Gibbs. An option was also taken on the purchase of her brick house and property. In 
1986, the charge conference released the option on the house. During this time the Rev. Jim 
Turrentine was the pastor. 

The Williams Prayer Chapel, located off the wstibule, was dedicated on October 7, 1984, to 
the memory and honor ofMr. & Mrs. John Rhea Williams, Mr. & Mrs. Luke Ervin Williams, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Belton Williams. The stained glass window and furnishings were given by 
relatives and friends. 

The Horace A. Donham Memorial stained-glass window entitled "The Good Shepherd" was 
dedicated on November 22, 1987. The window was also dedicated in memory ofW. Lafayette & 
Caledonia Kinsey, and George & Mary Corbly, grandparents and parents of Mrs. Fredabelle 
Corbly Donham, who, along with her daughters, Marylen Bohr and Patricia Brandon, gave the 
window. 



In 1866, Newnan Springs was placed on the Rock Spring Circuit but was transferred to the 
Ringgold Circuit by the July 24, 1873, Quarterly Conference. In 1936, Newnan Springs became 
a station church. Horace A. Donham was the first delegate from Newnan Springs (after it became 
a station) to the allilUal conference in Atlanta. In 1939, all financial aid was withdrawn by the 
conference, since the church had become completely self-supporting. 

Until 1936, the minister lived in Ringgold; but early in that year a movement was begun to 
have him move into this community. He set up residence on State Line Road when Mr. & Mrs. 
Ed Healy offered a house for the pastor and his family until the new parsonage was completed. 
On June8, 1936, the parsonage family moved into their new home next to the church. The house 
cost $4,500 of which $2,000 was borrowed. Horace A. Donham and T. Belton Williams signed 
the note at the bank in behalf of the church for the $2,000 loan. Others did the carpentry and 
stone masonry work. Bishop Arthur J. Moore was on hand to dedicate the parsonage on July 13, 
1941, when the debt was paid in full. Frank Crawley was pastor at the time. 

The first Sunday School was probably organized in 1868, when the church was reorganized 
after the Civil War; but these years were evidently years of struggle for this entry appears in the 
records: "August 17, 1874, Sunday School superintendent reported the Sabbath School has 
closed for want of scholars." Then in the record dated October 9, 1886, "There is little hope for a 
successful church or prosperous community where the religious training of the children is 
neglected." 

The first obtainable Sunday School records are in 1893. The officers were: 
B.D. Dailey, Superintendent
 
John Schmitt, Assistant Superintendent
 
W.C. Ward, Treasurer 
L.A. Dailey, Secretary 
W. L. Kinsey, Librarian 

On February 26, 1893, there were 32 scholars present, five officers and teachers. The offering 
was twenty cents. 

In 1892, a young people's group was organized, later known as the Epworth League. They 
met on Sunday afternoon at the home ofMr. & Mrs. W.L. Kinsey. They brought their song 
books and other materials. Mrs. Mary Kinsey was its first president and also the organist. They 
sang and studied the Scriptures. For recreation they had box suppers, ice cream parties and candy 
pullings. 

The Epworth League was organized about 1914. In 1920, the Rev. R.E. Rutland reorganized 
it and J. Rhea Williams was elected the first president. Fredabelle Corbly also served as 
president. 

The Woman's Missionary Society was organized between 1922 and 1925 while the Rev. J. H. 
Couch was pastor. Mrs. W. Mack Smith was the first president and her daughter, Mrs. A. E 
Miles, Sr., was the first treasurer. There were twelve charter members in the society. Between 
1934 and 1937, the Wesleyan Service Guild was organized with Miss Ella Dailey elected as the 
first president. A group of United Methodist Men was organized in 1974, and an older adult 
group known as the Jolly Elders was also formed in 1974. 

Soon after World War I, in the early 1920's, T.K. Wood came to live in the Lakeview 
community with his son and family. He was a talented musician and a Methodist. He made 
Newnan Springs his church home and organized an orchestra. It was composed ofT.K. Wood, 



director; Mrs. H.C. Evans, pianist; Mr. Gennann-Herbelt's father; L.A. Dailey; Richard Dietz; 
Earl Thompson; James Lee Ensign; Pauline Cummings; and Fredabelle Corbly. They practiced 
once a week at the home of Mrs. Evans and occasionally at the home of Mrs. Graham Owens. 
Ella Dailey and Milo Corbly joined the orchestra later. The orchestra played special music and 
accompanied the choir as well as the congregational singing. It added much to the services. 

Miss Mary Kinsey, who later became Mrs. George M. Corbley, was eleven years of age at the 
time of the Charleston, S.C., earthquake. She was in the Newnan Springs Church at the time. It 
was during a revival, and the church was almost shaken off its foundations by the shock waves. 

Through the years several members of the church have dedicated their lives to Christian 
service. George Thompson and Floyd Wells are two who served as ministers in the North 
Georgia Conference. 

Among the early members of Newnan Springs were: 

Augustus Green Mary Green T.G. McFarland 
Sarah McFarland Mary G. Ellis Louisa Strange 
Martha Harrison Harriet Dickert Georgia Poda 
Rosalind Oliphant William LaFayette Kinsey Elisha Kelley 
Mary K. Cline Caledonia C. Kinsey Sarah Kelley 
J.G. Kington Lucy King Jonnie Schmitt 
California Harrison Robert Morgan Tallahassee Foster 

Since 1868, sixty-seven ministers have served Newnan Springs. Through the faithful and 
devoted service of these pastors, the church has progressed through the years. The names of these 
pastors are listed below. Also included are the names of the district superintendents. 

PASTORS AND DATES OF SERVICE 

1868-70 W.D. Heath 1889-90 J.R. Spack 
1870-71 R.A. Giddens 1890-91 Eli Smith 
1871-72 Sanford Leake 1891-92 R.R. Johnson 
1872-73 DJ. Weems 1892-94 W.G. Hanson 
1873-74 J.B. McFarland 1894-95 Clayton Quillian 
1874-75 J.P. Richardson 1895-97 J.W. Gober 
1875-76 G.W. Thomas 1897-98 J.O.A. Trogan 
1876-77 W.L. Wooten 1898-99 H.M. Smith 
1877-78 M.L. Underwood 1899-1900 Walter Millican 
1878-79 G.W. Duvall 1900-01 J.E. Russell 
1879-80 N.Z. Gleen 1901-02 E.A. Ware 
1880-82 W.T. Laine 1902-04 John R. Jones 
1882-84 Eli Smith 1904-05 T. M. Elliot 
1884-85 AJ. Hughes 1905-07 J. H. Bailey 
1885-86 T.G. Morgan 1907-09 A.M. Sprayberry 
1886-87 W.D. Shea 1909-10 N.W. Parsons 
1887-88 B.F. Payne 1910-11 M.L. Harris 
1888-89 M.A. Phillips 1911-13 J.H. Little 



.. •
 

1913-14 R.A. Cliett 1951-57 Tim W. Holbrook 
1914-16 D.P. Jolmston 1957-58 Hubert Dodd 
1916-17 Lucian Roper 1958-61 W. Hoyt Henderson 
1917-18 J.S. Hill 1961-71 J. Howell Hearn 
1918-20 H.T. Smith 1971-74 Richard M. Harris 
1920-22 R.E. Rutland 1974-78 Renfroe E. Watson, Jr. 
1922-25 J.H. Couch 1978-80 Forrest L. King 
1925-27 M.B. Sams 1980-86 James D. Turrentine 
1927-29 W. A. Woodruff 1986-89 Sidney S. Tate 
1929-34 J.L. Hall 1989-93 Mark Westmoreland 
1934-37 J.B. Smith 1993-99 Darryl Hessel 
1937-39 J.K. Brown 1999-2004 Randall M. Massengill 
1939-43 R. Frank Crawley 2004-2006 Robert (Bob) H. Land 
1943-45 Sewell Dixon 2006-2006 Fred Jolmson 
1945-49 Harry L. Mitcham 2006 Michael O. Lowery 
1949-51 M.M. Whittemore 

Updated and edited by Carolyn Bobo, August, 2006 

DISTRlCT SUPERINTENDENTS AND DATES OF SERVICE 

1872 William J. Scott 1955-59 William H. Gardner 
1873-74 Robert W. Bigham 1959-63 E.D. Rudisill 
1885-87 W.F. Quillian 1963-67 William A. Tyson, Jr. 
1888 J.M. Lowery 1967-72 C.L. Middlebrooks, Jr. 
1919-22 I.F. Yarbrough 1972-78 H. Dan Rice 
1922-26 S.A. Harris 1978-83 Jack R. Bozeman 
1926-30 Frank Quillian 1983-87 Arthur M. O'Neil, Jr. 
1930-34 J.R. Turner 1987-92 Philip D. DeMore 
1934-38 A.M. Pierce 1992-94 Larry A. Bauman 
1938-41 J.S. Thraikill 1994-98 D. "Mac" Brantley 
1941-47 C.M. Lipham 1998-2000 C. Dean Milford 
1947-51 N. Peter Manning 2000-2004 James Mooneyhan 
1951-55 Haskell C. Stratton 2004- Mike Cavin 

Updated and edited by Mrs. Fredabelle C. Donham and Sidney S. Tate. April 1988. 
Updated and edited by Mrs. Carolyn C. Bobo and Mike Lowery August 16, 2006. 


